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EDITORIAL 
 

July 2005 
 

 
 
 
We were glad that so many of you enjoyed last year’s new-look OSSS 
Newsletter – especially the photographs. We were delighted to receive many 
more for this year’s edition and hope that they will bring back a lot of 
memories. Please do keep on sending us your old snapshots – we’ll make sure 
that they are returned in good order. 
 
Although Jenny Balston has stepped down as OSSS Secretary, she and her 
sister, Sue, still continue to serve on the Committee. They very kindly hosted 
this year’s AGM in their new home in Broadstairs. Jenny has also collated all 
the news for the Newsletter – a major task which has made my job as Editor 
much easier. 
 
We are glad to announce that the OSSS has now joined the Friends of the 
Community of St John Baptist as a Group – the first in the history of the 
Friends. We are very happy to be able to strengthen the links between the 
Community and the OSSS, maintain regular contact and continue our 
association on a more formal basis.  The small card insert holds information 
about the Friends and includes two prayers which you may find helpful. 
 
The OSSS is now making a regular donation to the Oxford Mission, which 
has links with the Clewer Sisters. We include more information about this 
worthwhile charity later in the Newsletter. 
 
The venue and date for next year’s London-based AGM and Reunion is still 
to be arranged but we’ll send you information in good time.  
 
With every good wish 
 
Veronica Colin (née Parsons) 
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OSSS AGM AND REUNION 
Saturday 16th April 2005 

8 Lanthorne Road, Broadstairs, Kent  
 
We were extremely grateful to Jenny and Sue Balston for hosting this year’s 
AGM and Reunion  in their new home in Broadstairs. We were glad that so 
many people made the effort to come along.  
 
Jenny and Sue had laid on a delicious buffet lunch and we spent the first 
couple of hours catching up with each other’s news, eating, drinking and 
admiring the colourful display in Sue and Jenny’s garden.  
 
The AGM, as usual, was a relatively short affair and was chaired by Heather 
Bowyer (née Ingram). She thanked Jenny and Sue for their hospitality and 
welcomed those present, in particular, our guest, Mrs. Beryl Warner, who had 
offered to lead a conducted tour of what had been St Kitt’s later in the 
afternoon.   
 
After apologies for absence had been received and the minutes of last year’s 
AGM accepted as a correct record, we turned to Society business. 
 
Dealing with matters arising from the minutes, Veronica Colin reported that 
the St Stephen’s College website continued to maintain a presence on the 
web. It was still at its original address but she was hoping to get it moved to a 
new, more easily located, site shortly. Thanks were given to all those who had 
sent in news for the Newsletter as well as some interesting photographs. She 
was sad to announce that Mary Pugh, an ex-Committee member, had died 
after a long illness. 
 
Begbroke Priory: The Leadership Team had accepted the OSSS as a Group 
Associate – the first in the Community’s history. The meeting welcomed the 
creation of a more formal relationship with the Community and it was 
suggested that a visit to Begbroke might be arranged in due course. The 
OSSS annual Newsletter would continue to include CSJB news to keep 
everyone in touch with Community activities. 
 
Veronica Colin gave the Secretary’s Report. The membership now stood at 
108. This included 87 paid up members, a number of honorary members and 
several whose subscription had not yet been renewed. Several copies of 
Jenny’s book, The Story of St Stephen’s College, had been sold.  Jenny had 
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received a letter of thanks from Roger Wardale, an author who has written 
several books on Arthur Ransome. He had come across a copy of her book 
and had based a centenary history of his own school on it, describing it as ‘an 
ideal sort of history with a wealth of personal reminiscences held together with a strong 
narrative thread’. As a postscript, he had added ‘I realise that I have not said how 
wonderfully you have brought Jam and Ghost and Annys and Humbug, etc. ALIVE! 
Not forgetting EP. How ‘right’ she looks in the photos.’ 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Patsy Rogers passed round the OSSS Accounts for 
2004-2005. These showed a balance of £3,790.14, a slight decrease on the 
previous year. The book loan had been completely repaid, however, and the 
Society was now in a position to support new projects.  Patsy was thanked 
for looking after the society’s accounts so efficiently and for all her hard work 
as Treasurer. 
  
Election of Officers and Committee members: Jeannette Oliver 
announced her resignation from the Committee but said that she would still 
continue to attend OSSS events. She was thanked for her many years of 
service and presented with a small gift. All the existing Committee members 
were willing to stand and were re-elected as follows: 
Chairman: Heather Ingram 
Membership Secretary: Veronica Colin 
Treasurer: Patsy Rogers 
Committee members: Jenny Balston, Sue Balston and June Binfield. Jenny 
and Sue will act as Social Convenors and June will be responsible for 
producing minutes of meetings.  
The Committee needed to be brought up to strength, however, and the 
meeting was asked to suggest the names of possible new members. It was 
stressed that the work load of the Committee was not at all onerous!    
 
AOB: It was agreed to distribute OSSS funds as follows: 

• £100 annual donation to the CSJB at Begbroke Priory  
• £300 annual donation to the Oxford Mission’s educational work in 

Bangladesh.  
The Oxford Mission had been suggested by the Leadership Team at 
Begbroke. The Mission includes the Bangladeshi Sisterhood at Jobarphar, 
the Christa Sevika Sangha. Mother Susila, the Mother Superior, was 
educated by Clewer Sisters and wanted to join the Community. As they 
were about to withdraw from India, she was advised to apply to the 
Sisterhood of the Epiphany instead. Some eight years ago, two Clewer 
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sisters spent Christmas in Bangladesh with the community and were very 
moved by the experience. Groups of the Sisters visit England from time to 
time to fundraise and they have a wonderful music ministry as they write 
and perform their own Christian songs. 

 
Future Reunions: The date and venue for the next AGM and Reunion in 
London were discussed but not agreed. Information would be circulated 
nearer the date. 
 
After the meeting many of those present were given a conducted tour of St 
Kitt’s by Mrs Beryl Warner. 
 
Those present: 
Daphne Balston (Gildeh), Jenny Balston, Sue Balston, June Binfield, Philippa 
Bowley (Hamlyn), Hilary Edmonds (Knox), Jeannette Fossett (Oliver), 
Veronica James (Watts), Jane Oliver, Heather Ingram (Bowyer), Jane Oliver, 
Veronica Parsons (Colin), Sue Russell (Fenn), Pat Smith (Rogers), Philippa 
Young (Cutter). 
(listed alphabetically by maiden names with married names given in brackets) 

 
 
 

Convent Court 
 
 A full page advertisement in Property News in late March 
announced the launch of a new housing development – Convent 
Court, Hatch Lane, Windsor. On offer was a unique collection of 
luxury 1, 2 and 3-bedroom conversion apartments set in substantial 
landscaped grounds. Prices from £175,000. 
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The Priory, Begbroke 
 

 
 
Mother Jane Olive retired as Mother Superior in 2004 after twelve years in 
office. She had her much deserved Sabbatical in August 2004 and continues 
to be a great support to the community, both as guest sister, and simply by 
her presence, support and encouragement, 
 
A Leadership Team has now been appointed in her place consisting of Sr 
Mary Stephen CSJB, Sr Ann Verena CJGS and Sr Anne CSJB.  There had 
been some interesting suggestions about what they should call themselves, 
including triumfeminate – which combines classical learning and political 
correctness, and The Three Graces which seems a rather good blend of Greek 
mythology and Tamla Motown – if, like Mary Stephen, you are of a more 
trivial mindset. 
 
The new extension at Begbroke Priory is already being used and appreciated 
by various groups. It is called the Harriet Monsell Centre. (Harriet Monsell 
was the first Mother Superior, and founder sister, of the CSJB.) 
 
Commemoration this summer was celebrated on 28th June with Stuart Jones 
OSB, the Abbot of Burford Priory, as guest preacher.  
 
Sr Mary Stephen, Sr Jane Olive and Sr Lura Grace were invited to a service at 
Bladon Parish Church to commemorate the fortieth Anniversary of the death 
of Sir Winston Churchill, who is buried in the churchyard there. It was a 
semi-private occasion for the Duke of Marlborough, his family and friends. 
The Sisters found the worship moving and there was a sermon by the Rector 
of Woodstock and Bladon, Roger Humphries, who had been into the local 
primary school to collect the children’s thoughts about Churchill. He made 
the commemoration relevant to the current situation rather than simply past 
history. 
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Sr Mary Stephen is now in her final year of the St Albans and Oxford 
Ministry Course and had a harrowing weekend – with the other third year 
students – partly on preaching. This wouldn’t have been so bad in itself but 
everyone had to prepare a four-minute sermon and be videoed preaching it. 
Then everyone was put in groups of four to watch their videos for a 
constructive criticism. Mary said that it was one of the most nerve-wracking 
things she’d had to do for years – but as ever, not as bad as expected. She 
hopes to be ordained to the diaconate on either 24th or 25th September. 
 
Sr Anne continues to go once or twice a week to the Stepping Stones Centre in 
Oxford which provides day care for many homeless people in the Oxford 
area. Closer to home, Sr Jane Olive still represents the community on the 
Begbroke Hall Village Hall Committee and Sr Ann Verena CJGS on the PCC 
of St Michael’s Church. 
 
And what of Tabitha and Benedict, the two convent cats? The frightened 
small kittens brought to the convent by the Oxford Cats Protection League, 
have now developed into fine cats with glossy coats. They have become very 
much indoor cats, with favourite places to rest in, such as in Sr Kathleen’s 
room.  Both cats are good mousers but unfortunately leave small pieces of 
their last meal in the downstairs library. On one occasion the room was 
found littered with pigeon feathers, seemingly more than any pigeon could 
afford to lose. A bedraggled pigeon then thudded softly to the floor and was 
put gently in a large flowerpot outside – eventually managing to make its 
escape.  

Community website: http://www.gjm61.dial.pipex.com/ 
 
 

Christa Sevika Sangha 
(Handmaids of Christ) 

Bangladesh 
The Community was founded in 1970 and was under the care of the Sisterhood 
of the Epiphany until 1986, when its own Constitution was passed and Sister 
Susila SE was elected as Superior. The Sevikas supervise girls’ hostels and a 
play centre for small children. They also help in St Gabriel’s School and 
supervise St Mary’s Home in Barisal. The OSSS annual donation to the 
Oxford Mission has been earmarked for the scholarship fund in Barisal and 
Jobarpar which is operated by Mother Susila. 
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Old Girls’ News 
April 2005

 
(Married names and SSC dates given in brackets) 
 
Jenny and Sue Balston (1957-64) are now happily settled in their new home 
in Broadstairs. The house stands on the edge of what used to be the Stone 
House playing fields and their little estate of modern (early ‘seventies) houses 
is – they think – much more attractive than the ghastly complex round the 
corner at ‘Foreland Heights’. The town of Broadstairs itself has changed 
comparatively little over the years and still basks in an atmosphere 
reminiscent of the ‘fifties, though some favourite old haunts, like the Omar, 
have, alas, disappeared. They enjoy living by the sea – exploring the beaches 
brings back memories of Dormouse’s nature walks, and no doubt other old 
girls will remember those exhilarating cliff-top rambles, along the North 
Foreland in front of St Kitt’s (where Sue has actually ventured up the ‘thirty-
nine steps’), down past Joss Bay and the lighthouse, up to the Captain Digby 
and along to Botany Bay.  
The twins’ garden is much smaller than their one at Ulcombe and Sue is 
enjoying re-making it to her own taste. She has installed all her old bird 
feeders with the result that all the birds in the vicinity have received the 
message that No 8 Lanthorne Road is the place to go (including 
unfortunately, the wretched parakeets!) But Sue is still hoping that one day 
she will have another tame robin. 
Much to their joy, in spite of Broadstairs being somewhat remote, their 
Reading Group has continued to thrive, with most of the old members being 
quite happy to travel all the way down for the meetings, and to spend a day 
by the sea.  
 
Sue Barrow (Allen: 1965-72) continues to be involved with her work at 
Ottakar’s, with the church – she now writes biennial reviews of religious 
books for ‘The Bookseller’ – and with handbell ringing. Her group recently 
made its third CD on which two of her own compositions are included. Both 
her children – more or less grown up now – are doing well: Andrew has 
successfully graduated from Sheffield University and begins training as an 
accountant in September, while Jennifer is in her third year at Manchester 
University. She keeps in touch with Elaine Brambles, Ursula Jepps, Mairi 
Garden and Nikki Cook, all of whom are now married with their own 
families.  
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Jacqueline Berchier (Downes: 1944-53) finds her role as Social Secretary of 
the Retirement Home where she lives in Chichester very much an on-going 
concern  as she is responsible for providing some form of social event every 
month. The post-Christmas sale in January makes a good beginning, while 
the Easter tea party, summer strawberry cream tea, autumn pre-Christmas 
charity sale and tombola, the Christmas party in December and the late-night 
‘do’ on New Year’s Eve all help to make up what appears to be a very full 
and attractive calendar. Jacqueline is also very much looking forward to 
taking a break herself in Switzerland where her sister and her husband have 
bought themselves a flat. 
 
June Binfield (Staff: 1961-72) With four granddaughters so far to their 
credit, June and John are now looking forward to the arrival of their first 
grandson in May (though June says this puts paid to her vision of one day 
being able to boast a family netball team!)  Apart from her family, June 
remains very involved with her health work, with the local primary school 
where she is a governor, and with the church at St Peter’s. She sees quite a lot 
of Jenny and Sue Balston now that they live so close by.  
 
Barbara Blake (Aldridge: 1929-35) continues to keep in touch with Joan 
Thorpe (née Goodman), who was at SSC in Folkestone with her. Joan’s 
grandson, Simon, is an opera singer. Barbara’s youngest daughter, Kate, has 
recently been awarded a PhD in Art which she teaches in Weston-super-Mare 
and Bath, and was planning an exhibition of her own paintings in Brighton in 
April. 
 
Philippa Bowley (Hamlyn: 1956-64) sent news of her step-daughter, 
Charlotte, who was the third beneficiary of the Popham Legacy during her 
medical training. Charlotte is now a qualified GP with a practice in Bow – 
although at present she is taking some months off, having given birth to her 
first baby, Thomas, in January. Philippa’s own daughter, Helena, is in her 
final year in the sixth form at Benenden and is planning to take a gap year 
before going on to university. Philippa herself continues to enjoy her art and 
helps out with the Paintings in Hospitals organisation in which she is 
responsible for the Prints for Hospices scheme. 
We were sad to hear that Philippa lost her mother in April. She had 
continued to live in the old family home in Eastry, and there must be several 
old girls who will remember spending happy days there out with Jane or 
Philippa at visiting weekends. 
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Ruth Briggs (Nutt: 1926-29) sent a budget of information relating to a 
number of ‘really old girls from Folkestone days’ which included, unhappily, a 
number of deaths. Her sister, Joyce, lost her husband very suddenly just after 
Christmas, and her cousin, Ursula Pennell (née Gledhill), who is herself in 
poor health now, has lost two very long-standing SSC friends – Pauline 
Reekie (née Seeman) who died in January and Jean Acworth (née Coupland) 
who came to SSC in 1922, the same term as Ursula, and with whom she had 
remained close friends ever since. Pauline’s husband, Hugh Reekie, was 
invited, as Headmaster of Felsted School, to be Guest Speaker and distribute 
the prizes at SSC Speech Day in November 1956. This was a memorable 
occasion when he rather fittingly, the girls considered, likened the school to 
an iceberg. 
Another old friend and contemporary whom Ruth sadly misses is Alice 
Davies who died last Christmas. Alice lived near Ruth at Ringwood and was a 
keen gardener, noted for her prize-winning chrysanthemums and for the 
wonders she worked in their churchyard. Both she and Ruth had been 
fascinated by Valerie Bonham’s accounts of the early work of the sisters in 
her book about the CSJB (a trilogy beginning with A Joyous Service) – 
particularly the parts relating to India. They had not realised the extent to 
which the sisters had more or less anticipated Mother Teresa’s work in 
Calcutta some hundred years later, insisting, as they did, on the better 
treatment of Indians in hospitals. 
Finally Ruth remains in contact with Brenda Halsey, another old friend from 
Folkestone. She unfortunately fell and broke her leg not long ago and is now 
living in a Home near Tunbridge Wells. 
Ruth’s daughter, Vivienne (Hudson) is now a specialist oncology nurse in a 
hospital in Halifax, Canada. Vivienne’s daughter, another Ruth, is expecting 
her first baby in May. 
 
Ann Buckmaster (Tavener: 1962-68) finds life continuing in much the same 
vein and with always enough happening to keep her fully occupied. Although 
at home the ‘children’ are more or less off her hands now, there is still a large 
menagerie of animals, including horses and sheep, to attend to while 
freelance secretarial work, helping with Riding for the Disabled and part-time 
work in a Cancer Research charity shop all keep her busy. She also continues 
to be involved with the local Pony Club, but now as a humble dogsbody 
instead of as an official member of the committee! Her husband, Nick, is 
looking forward to retiring fairly soon, while the three children are just 
launching into their own careers – Sarah (26) is very much enjoying her 
veterinary work, Tom (24), having successfully completed his Master’s degree 
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in Rural Estate Management at Cirencester, is now employed by Savills in 
Cambridge, while Geoff (19) is at present trekking around India enjoying his 
gap year before going up to Sheffield University in October to read medicine. 
 
Angela Buckwell (Bollen: 1947-53) sent a very cheerful account of her news 
during the latter part of last year when her husband, Nic’s, health seemed to 
improve and they became proud grandparents of a little girl, Rosa, born to 
their middle daughter, Karen. Then they treated themselves to a marvellous 
Rail-Away holiday in Switzerland: the views across the mountains were 
magnificent and (unlike Britain) every train was on time, while the helpfulness 
of both staff and fellow-passengers renewed, Angela commented, her faith in 
humanity. Returning home, Angela underwent another knee operation and 
acquired a second artificial knee, this time in her right leg. She managed to 
persuade her GP that she was still quite capable of driving her automatic, 
enabling herself and Nic to spend a very happy traditional old-fashioned 
Christmas with the whole family at the Grand Hotel in Amsterdam. The 
building is steeped in history, having been originally Holland’s Admiralty and 
more recently, Amsterdam Town Hall with somewhat daunting art nouveau 
décor to show for it. As a hotel, the place is superb with staff everywhere 
answering to one’s every whim – even the baby’s carrot purée was served 
with a silver spoon in a Delft china bowl! Should you happen to be in 
Amsterdam and can afford it, it would certainly be worthwhile dropping in 
there for afternoon tea. 
The New Year brought the advent of a second grandchild, this time a son to 
their youngest daughter, but by this time Nic’s health was breaking down 
again. Much to the sadness of them all, he died in February. 
 
Barbara Butler (Scerri: 1950-58) Barbara’s elder daughter, Fiona, was 
married in Malta in May. Since she and her fiancé, John, had been living in 
London beforehand, the bulk of the wedding preparations and organisation 
fell on to the shoulders of the parents in Malta, but the day itself brought its 
own rewards: it was perfect, Barbara says, ‘full of happiness, sunshine and 
laughter’ – (her Irish relatives being largely responsible for the latter!) Fiona 
and John have now established themselves in a flat in Essex. Barbara’s 
younger daughter, Eleanor, is still working as Race Equality Advisor at 
Southampton University, but she is contemplating doing a PhD part-time. 
Although Barbara’s husband is now semi-retired, Barbara herself continues to 
work full-time at the International Institute on Ageing – UN in Valletta 
which she finds very interesting, especially meeting people from developing 
countries all over the world. 
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Joan Canning (Hughes: 1934-41) felt justly proud to be awarded an MBE 
for ‘services to health and to the community’ in the New Year’s Honours 
List. Quite an honour – and one which delights Joan’s granddaughter who 
derives great amusement from addressing her as ‘Sir Granny’ with many 
elaborate bows (and giggles) while ‘Sir Granny’ is practising hard to perfect 
her wave. 
 
Wendy Claxton (Carter: 1939-45) and her husband enjoyed a marvellous 
holiday in South Africa over Christmas. They spent Christmas itself with 
Wendy’s brother in Cape Town and Wendy was thrilled to be able to meet up 
with Judy Lanfear (née Ravenhill) who has a lovely thirteenth storey flat at 
Newlands. This was followed by lunch in Kirstenbosch Gardens where they 
were joined by Judy’s niece, Amanda. (Judy’s sister, Wendy – Amanda’s 
mother – died a couple of years ago). It was a lovely, happy occasion and the 
years seemed to roll back as they reminisced nostalgically on past times. 
Wendy also keeps in touch with Anne Foster (née Acheson) who is living in 
Vancouver Island, and with Elizabeth Stead (née Armitage) who lives 
somewhat closer at Nutfield in Sussex, and invited her over to her home 
quite recently. Rosemary Butcher (née Atkinson), another old Taplow 
friend, came to see Wendy one day at Matfield and she would love to hear 
from, or better still, see any other old friends from SSC. 
 
Mary Cox (Kempster: 1938-47) was looking forward to another trip to New 
Zealand  - ‘to catch up with some of our offspring, four grandchildren and 
the Cox clan in general’. 
 
Rebecca Davey (1964-68) Last year Rebecca found herself battling against 
cancer and facing the ordeals of surgery and six months’ chemotherapy. 
Happily it all seems to have been successful and has left her feeling very 
positive about life in general and recognizing the importance of making the 
most of every minute. Armed with this resolution, she began by selling her 
home in North Bayswater (Australia) and moving to a much nicer place at 8 
Luscombe Court in Kilsyth (which is still in Victoria). This was definitely the 
right decision and it already feels like home. Then she took up motorcycling 
again after a lapse of fifteen years, and, equipped with a new motorbike, is 
experiencing all the joys of being able to get out and about. Thirdly, she is 
finding a great sense of fulfillment in her new-found status as a great aunt 
and is determined in future years to provide a sort of ‘rôle model’ for a new 
generation of great nephews and nieces!  
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Jacquie Dickinson (Lovett: 1970-75) loves her new life on the Romney 
Marsh. Surrounded by fields, as they are, it is ideal for her horses and also for 
accommodating the ever increasing numbers of livestock that make up their 
menagerie. They were hoping to add chickens as a new venture in the spring. 
On the other hand, the house itself seems suddenly very empty since both 
children have decided to set themselves up elsewhere in their own flats – 
though near enough, conveniently, to be able to bring the washing home and 
to cadge the odd Sunday lunch! 
 
Marianne Du Sautoy (1964-71) After thirty years of somewhat high-
powered life in London, Marianne decided that it was time for a complete 
change and just before Christmas she made her escape into the Kent 
countryside where she has bought a house in Littlebourne, near Canterbury. 
She is intending to find a job locally and to enjoy a quieter, more leisurely 
pace of life generally. She would love to hear from any OSS in the vicinity 
and gives her address and telephone number as : 9 Nargate Street, 
Littlebourne, Nr Canterbury, Kent CT3 1UH (Tel: 01227 721798).  
 
Paula Greatbatch (Dickie: 1944-51) was very thrilled to be able to present 
the photographic records of her husband’s pioneer mountaineering in New 
Zealand during the ‘twenties and ‘thirties to the Hocker Library in Dunedin. 
This was also a personal achievement for Paula herself as she had been 
working on the records for some years. After the presentation she was taken 
for a conducted tour round the library and was shown all sorts of fascinating 
historical memorabilia relating to New Zealand and, more widely, the Pacific. 
Paula continues an active correspondence with a large number of old girls 
from all corners of the world. She was very impressed by an Artists’ Gallery 
calendar she received from Elizabeth Morris (née Villar) at Christmas in 
which one of Elizabeth’s own pictures was included. Elizabeth came to SSC 
at Taplow in January 1944, the same term as Paula herself, and now lives in 
East Anglia. Her elder sister, Pam, (now Foreman) who was also at SSC but 
in Folkestone, lives in Dinas Powys, South Glamorgan. 
In January, Paula received a surprise call from Mary Kempster (née Cox) 
who was in New Zealand paying a flying visit to her family (see above). 
Mary’s son, Hugh, is a vicar in Auckland and has apparently become quite 
well known locally as a TV spokesman for the Anglican church in New 
Zealand. Then, only five weeks later, Philippa Cutter (née Young) was in 
Gore with her husband whilst on holiday in New Zealand (see below)  so 
they, too, contacted Paula. Paula was very sad to learn of Nic Bollen’s death – 
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she had been present at Nic and Angela’s wedding so many years ago now in 
London, and retains some very vivid and happy memories of the occasion. 
   
Veronica James (Watts: 1957-62) sent news of herself and her family: 
‘Unfortunately I had a severe breakdown in my health in 2004 which meant I was 
virtually housebound and I had to curtail all my activities. However, I am glad to say that 
I am now much better, thanks to an excellent specialist and a change of medication. My 
family are all thriving – my daughter, Abigail, and her husband have gone to New 
Zealand for two years and my younger daughter, Elizabeth, and family moved to South 
Devon in July. She had a little boy, George, in September so we now have four 
grandchildren! Our son, Nick, and his wife live nearby and we see little Myrtle (2) quite 
often. My husband, Chris, is retiring in March when he’s 60 and we are very much looking 
forward to having more time together.’ 
 
Alison Keenlyside (Prall: 1957-62) appears to be in the middle of a most 
enterprising voyage to the Pacific! Nevertheless, they are not so cut off as one 
might expect and, with the aid of modern technology, Alison was able to 
send a message to the OSSS.  
‘Bill and I are trying to sail to the Pacific, through the Panama Canal. We set off in 
October from Falmouth, got caught in a gale in the Bay of Biscay and eventually, after a 
few bonus stops, reached the Algarve. So hopefully the first leg has been the most eventful 
(probably not!). The monotonous watches are hugely relieved by the porpoises and sunsets at 
sea. It’s a great joy to be able to email via satellite ‘phone from the boat to keep in touch. 
Gemma is teaching at a prep school in Kent and looks after our house, Nancy works and 
lives in London and Guy is in his second year at Leeds University, and his band plays lots 
of gigs.’ 
 
Celia Kitton (Kemp: 1953-56) wrote last summer after visiting Europe and 
the US. She wrote: 
‘We have had a wonderful trip – first to South of France for a week which I loved. Mike 
had been there 13 years ago and has never stopped telling me how lovely it is and was 
relieved that I agreed with him. We then had two crossings of of the Atlantic on the new 
QM2 which is fantastic – HUGE and very luxurious but unfortunately the service 
standards have dropped since Carnival Cruises bought Cunard a few years ago. It was a 
wonderful experience and we wouldn’t have missed it. We had a few days in the US with 
Mike’s sister just outside Boston which is beautiful country. On our return to England we 
spent ten days visiting friends and relations, including a visit to my brother with whom I 
had lost contact for over 40 years! I found him via the Internet about 18 months ago, and 
we spent a very emotional weekend catching up on the last 40 odd years! 
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The only OSS I made contact with were my cousin Ann Riches (nee Kitton) for a chat 
and Felicity Lywood (née Fearon). I spent a wonderful day out with her in London.’  
 
Genefer Laurence (Denne: 1943-48) is making the most of being fully active 
again after her hip operation nearly two years ago. She particularly enjoys 
playing golf – living so close to the golf course in Sandwich is of course a 
great bonus – and taking the dog for rambles across the fields. Her elder 
daughter, Melanie, lives quite close by in Northbourne, near Deal, together 
with her Belgian husband and their two sons, so they see quite a lot of their 
family but unfortunately less so of their son and younger daughter, Hannah, 
who live in Leicestershire and Auckland (New Zealand) respectively. Their 
son, who has four children, is a parish priest and is very bound up with his 
parochial responsibilities, which leave him few opportunities to get down to 
Sandwich. Hannah did manage to come over to the UK at Christmas with 
her husband and baby, Frank, born in July, which was a wonderful Christmas 
present. 
 
Pat Mackleden (Weston: 1947-52) is enjoying her retirement after many 
years as Night Sister on the children’s ward at Maidstone Hospital. She finds 
her days busily occupied, nonetheless, trying to keep the garden tidy, looking 
after the grandchildren and visiting an elderly aunt and her step mother. She 
is very anxious to get in touch with an old school friend, Pamela Klein, 
(who became, she thinks, Mrs Campbell). She wonders whether anyone 
knows of her whereabouts, or, indeed, anything about her at all? 
 
Ann Mulliner (Park: 1957-64 ) recently met Daphne Gildeh (née Balston) 
and enjoyed catching up with her news. Ann’s son, Nicholas, lives and works 
in Atlanta, Georgia and on a recent visit to the States, Ann was able to meet 
up with Randa Nixon (née Farid) who lives in Rome, only an hour’s drive 
away from Atlanta. They spent a delightful day with Randa, seeing her home 
and where she lives and exchanging news. She has two grown-up children 
and her mother lives nearby. Ann, Daphne and Randa were contemporaries 
at SSC and it was lovely to be able to pass on news. 
Ann took early retirement from reaching as she has MS, but keeps busy and 
drives a car with hand controls. Ann’s mother, now 89, still lives in 
Broadstairs. As well as Nicholas, Ann has a daughter, Caroline, who lives and 
works in Harrogate. 
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Veronica Parsons (Colin: 1952-58) is delighted to have her daughter and 
two grandchildren (aged 7 and 4) staying for a few months in between selling 
one house and buying another in Glasgow – although the noise and clutter 
have increased substantially and her washing machine is ageing fast.  
She and her husband have managed several long-distance walks in Scotland 
and England as well as in Europe. They carry as few possessions as possible 
and greatly enjoy the sense of freedom this brings.  When not tramping up 
and down mountains, they are both still working hard, although retirement 
beckons. Andrew continues with post-graduate teaching and Veronica is kept 
busy with a number of freelance writing commissions. 
 
Honor Paterson (Widdell: 1946-52) is still very much enjoying country life in 
her village near Stroud. Bridge and music are her two chief interests and she 
was able to enjoy a particularly musical Christmas this year when Joanna 
Crawshaw came to stay, equipped with her flute. Honor also keeps in touch 
with Caroline Piesse and they much enjoyed a few days together in London 
last year when they revisited a number of old haunts. 
 
Christine Pugh (Barr: 1937-42) recently met Jane Brown (née Thompson) 
and Ann Foster (née Sturgess) for a pub lunch where they all enjoyed talking 
about Taplow.  Three of Christine’s grandsons from Germany are currently 
in England – one is at Leeds University, another at Durham and the third at 
Eastbourne College. As Christine is their guardian, she is kept extremely busy 
but is finding it great fun! Two grandchildren in London are hopefully going 
into film work. 
 
Sue Russell (Lady Fenn: 1948-54) The high point of 2004 was Sue’s 
daughter’s wedding at the end of September with 200 guests from 20 
different countries and relatives from far flung places. As the bride and 
groom had met at St. Andrews, they finished the day with a ceilidh led by an 
excellent band - the Spanish contingent danced every dance!  
In March 2005, Sue went on an all women’s trek with elephants in Nepal 
which proved to be an amazing and unforgettable experience. Here is an 
extract from her account of the trip: 
‘Let me describe a typical day although every day was full of surprises and the time spent 
riding the elephants varied each day from five hours to sixteen! 
We woke about 5am, dressed, had breakfast and packed our bags. By 6am we were up on 
our elephants and leaving camp, sitting in our howdah with our binoculars, cameras and 
water bottles and supplies of sun screen, insect repellent and snacks. The men, cooks, 
porters and drivers, immediately struck camp, piled everything into three ex-army 
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Landrovers and sped off to find the next site. There had been a quick recce before we 
arrived, so possible sites had been noted; but these were not in any way prepared for us; the 
jungle had to be cleared with kukris and machetes before the first tent was erected. 
Our four elephants, guided by their mahouts sitting on their necks, plunged into the jungle 
hunting for tiger, leopard, rhino, bear, wild boar, wild oxen (gaur), jackals and four 
different deer. We saw everything except tiger! From time to time we stopped so those in 
need could ‘mark their territory’. To let us get down the elephants went down on their knees 
and we climbed down their back using the tail looped up to one of the ropes as a stirrup. 
We quickly became adept at it so that the elephants did not need to stay on their knees 
more than a minute or two. They are only comfortable standing up. 
If it was a long way to the next camp we would have a picnic halfway, but usually we had a 
late lunch in our new camp. By the time we arrived the tents were up, the cooks busily 
preparing our meal and the big dining tent set up with table and chairs and cold drinks 
being poured out as we trooped in. We always camped near water for the elephants to drink 
and bathe in, so after lunch we were able to dip in the river, wash our hair and clothes. 
Most afternoons the elephants came to join us and we splashed and scrubbed them while 
they almost purred with pleasure, touching us gently with the tips of their trunks or 
playfully spraying us with water.  
After tea we usually went for a nature walk for an hour or two accompanied by two skilled 
naturalists armed with stout sticks - never guns. The only time they worried was when we 
saw fresh tracks of wild elephants or sloth bear.  We learned the names and uses of the trees 
and plants, identified more than a hundred different birds, studied different termite mounds, 
and sniffed the trees which the tigers had sprayed! Once we saw a harmless little brown 
water snake. We collected incense from the sal trees and wild asparagus and mushrooms to 
eat. 
Dinner at seven was delicious Nepali, Indian, Chinese or European food with lots of fresh 
vegetables and fruit. Afterwards we sat round a huge fire, collected by the elephants of 
course, and went to bed between 8.30 and 9pm. We fell asleep to the sounds of frogs, 
cicadas, owls and nightjars and sometimes bigger animals on the prowl. Our elephants stood 
guard over our tents all night so we could hear them munching away on elephant sandwiches 
of grass and paddy made for them by their mahouts. On three nights the elephants 
trumpeted loudly and scared off whatever animal they objected to. It could have been wild 
elephants, gaur or even domestic cattle which make them strangely nervous. The camp got 
up and searched but were never sure what had upset them. Perhaps they were just bored and 
liked to liven things up! 
 The most exciting day was the long one when we crossed the Churia hills (2,400ft.) which 
form a spine to Chitwan National Park. It took sixteen hours partly because we were so 
excited following very fresh tiger prints beside our camp that we missed the beginning of the 
almost invisible track. But the feats of our elephants carrying us up and over precipitous 
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terrain was thrilling, and the final section lit by a full moon and thousands of fireflies was 
magical.’ 
 
Sheila Salmon (Morgan: 1957-61) is feeling quite established in their new 
house in Welwyn Garden City – smaller than their previous one but 
preferable in almost every way. In September, slightly apprehensively because 
they had hitherto agreed they were not ‘cruising people’, Sheila and her 
husband embarked on their first cruise – to the Baltic. This turned out quite 
beyond their expectations and they returned home ‘hooked’ - so no doubt 
they’ll be booking up further trips to various exotic corners of the globe. 
More mundanely, back at home, Sheila enjoys her voluntary work with the 
local hospice shop, various National Association of Decorative and Fine Arts 
Societies (NADFAS) events – lectures and outings, etc – and, as a totally new 
venture, indoor bowling! She was very pleased to renew contact with Angela 
Keeley (née Maidment) at last year’s reunion in London. 
 
Alexandra Steed (Parsons: 1985-91) who now lives near Charing in Kent, 
sent an update of her news together with a picture of her little girl. 
‘Life goes on with a small baby and I was one of the last in my year to commit to 
babyhood.  Manyinga Bulaya joined the mother’s brigade late last year with a baby boy too.  
Henrietta is now two in March and the time has flown past.  People are of course asking 
me about the next one but we are content for the moment.  Having moved to Kent three 
years ago now we have not missed the London life for a second and are starting to get to 
grips with gardening at the weekend!  I have not been up to the old school for a while now 
although I do still drive through Broadstairs once in a while.  I have scanned in a picky of 
Henrietta but she looks much more like my husband than me, lucky her!  If anyone who 
knows me wants to get in touch, please email on parsonsalex@yahoo.co.uk, I would love to 
hear from you.’ 
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Jane Stewart (Wharton: 1951-59) continues to enjoy her retirement from 
full-time teaching, although she still does a certain amount of both teaching 
and examining in art. She has more time now to devote to her own painting 
and exhibiting and, most importantly, to her two small grandchildren – the 
second one arrived safely last summer. She is looking forward to visiting 
Australia at the end of the year and particularly to meeting her cousin at long 
last. They have corresponded with each other virtually all their lives but have 
never actually met. 
 
Isobel Thomas (Bazire: 1940-47) and her husband celebrated their Golden 
Wedding last year which made a very happy family occasion.  On another day 
they also thoroughly enjoyed a Garden Party given for various Parish friends, 
when they were entertained with great panache by their two twelve-year-old 
grandsons on the piano and guitar. The boys also achieved great feats with 
the clearing-up afterwards. 
Isobel has recently come across Nicholas Mosley’s biography of Julian 
Grenfell which has intrigued her. It really brings Taplow Court to life, she 
says, and includes several fascinating references to all sorts of things and 
places which any Taplow old girl would remember so well. She had fun trying 
to identify all the different rooms mentioned – and found it quite an eye-
opener to discover what sort of things had gone on there. Isobel found it 
amazing to look back now on SSC’s own wartime experiences there and 
thoroughly recommends the book to any old girls who haven’t come across it 
already. Her copy was a 1976 reprint published by Persephone Books.  
 
Patricia Thorne (1947-55) is still doing a little part-time work at Capio 
Reading Hospital which is very conveniently situated only a few minutes 
drive away from her flat. She was looking forward to having her fourteen-
year-old triplet nephews to stay over this half-term – they all have very 
healthy appetites! 
 
Anthea Van der Gucht (Del Mar: 1958-66) was looking forward to spending 
three months in Florence during the early part of the summer where they 
expect to be joined at various stages by their family. Since last summer’s 
Newsletter Anthea and Mike have acquired two more grandsons – the Del 
Mars seem to breed exclusively boys! 
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Lydia Wacher (Hoare: 1949-56) and her husband were able to visit their 
daughter and her family in South Africa twice last year – in March they were 
also joined by their son and his partner who flew over from Melbourne, 
which made a lovely family reunion. In October they returned for a shorter 
visit timed to coincide with the second birthday of the youngest of their three 
grandchildren. They were planning another visit this year, again in March. All 
this travelling has somewhat curtailed the European walking holidays which 
they used to enjoy, but, on the other hand, they can always get plenty of 
walking with the dogs in the beautiful countryside surrounding them at home. 
On a more sedentary basis, Lydia’s husband, Derek, continues to enjoy his 
watercolour painting and is also responsible for editing the Parish magazine, 
while Lydia derives great pleasure from her music and still plays the French 
horn with more than enough musical commitments to keep her busy. Their 
village is a particularly lively one and something always seems to be 
happening, which makes it very cheerful for them all. 
 
Philippa Woods (Wedderburn-Ogilvy: 1946-52) wrote: 
‘My middle daughter, her husband and family of three boys aged 8, 6 and 4 have been 
away sailing for a year, in the Mediterranean and in the Caribbean. We have managed to 
get out to join them sailing off Croatia and recently in the British Virgin Islands. They 
have a trained teacher on board for the year. Our youngest daughter produced our fifth 
grandson last June. 
Recently with my husband we joined Pip Grey-Edwards (née Deane) and her husband on 
a fishing trip in Scotland.’ 
 
Philippa Young (Cutter: 1951-56) was blessed with a very full house during 
the last three months of last year when her daughter, son-in-law and baby all 
descended on them whilst they were in the throes of moving from London. 
Philippa and David are very happy that they are now settled close to them in 
Somerset and they were all able to enjoy Christmas together in Jane and 
Stephen’s new home. 
In February this year, Philippa and David spent a holiday in New Zealand 
where they contacted Paula Dickie (née Greatbatch) in Gore (see above). 
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R.I.P. 
 
 
Prudence Barker (Mrs Hay)  SSC 1944-45 

Died 2004 
 
Jean Coupland (Mrs Acworth)  SSC 1922 – early ‘30s 
       Died 2004 
 
Alice Davies     SSC late ‘20s – early ‘30s 

Died 2005 
 

Judith Hill (Mrs Baddeley)    SSC 1950-57 
Died February 2005 
 

Patricia Osborne    SSC 1938-42 
       Died February 2005 
 
Mary Pugh      SSC 1939-42 
       Died 2004 

 
Pauline Seeman (Mrs. Reekie)  SSC 1928-31 
       Died January 2005 

 
 
 


