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EDITORIAL 
 

A new year – and a new-look OSSS Newsletter.  
 
It is with some trepidation that I take over from Jenny Balston as OSSS 
Secretary. For over ten years she has worked tirelessly for the Society, 
producing the annual OSSS Newsletter, organising Reunions, maintaining 
links with OSSS members and handling a host of other duties ably and 
efficiently. Her greatest achievement is her book, The Story of St Stephen’s 
College, the definitive history of the school, which deserves pride of place on 
every Old St Stephenite’s bookshelf. We are glad that she and Sue will still 
continue to serve on the OSSS Committee and wish them well as they move 
to their new house in Broadstairs. 
 
Jenny’s last job was to edit the Old Girls’ News for 2004. This now makes up 
the bulk of the Newsletter, together with news from Begbroke Priory and an 
account of the April AGM. We are also – for the first time – including some 
photographs from the fifties and sixties, sent in by Lydia Hoare (née Wacher) 
and Sheila Morgan (née Salmon).  
 
If you have any SSC snapshots that you think others would like to see, please 
do send them to me, together with as much information as you can 
remember about the people or places shown. I can scan and store them and 
promise to send back the originals. With SSC in Broadstairs now (mostly) 
demolished and replaced by a cramped estate of modern executive villas, it’s 
good to have a record of how it used to be. And I’d also like to take this 
opportunity to ask for input – such as suggestions about Newsletter content 
or a memory of SSC which you feel would be interesting to a wider audience.  
 
Twenty-eight people attended this year’s OSSS AGM which was kindly 
hosted by Ann Riches (née Kitton) at her home in London. Please make a 
note of the date of next year’s AGM – Saturday April 16th 2005. Sue Russell 
(née Fenn) has generously offered to hold it at her home, near Marden in 
Kent. If this venue is confirmed, we shall need to arrange some form of car 
sharing, as her house not easily accessed by public transport. We’ll send you 
full details together with the AGM invitation early in 2005. 
 
We hope you have a happy and enjoyable summer break.  
 
With every good wish 
Veronica Colin (née Parsons) 
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OSSS AGM AND REUNION 
Saturday 24th April 2004 

23, Eresby House, Rutland Gate, London SW7 1BG 
 
This year’s AGM was held on a delightfully warm spring day, with London 
looking at its best. Ann Riches made us all welcome at Eresby House, and the 
noise level in her flat rapidly increased as we renewed friendships, many of 
which had started when we were all much smaller – and younger. 
 
We enjoyed a delicious buffet lunch and there was ample room for everyone 
to circulate or find a corner to sit and chat. 
 
Then to business. True to form, we tried to keep the AGM as short as 
possible to give everyone ample time to catch up with each other’s news. 
Heather Bowyer (née Ingram) took the chair, welcoming those present and 
thanking them for coming. She particularly thanked Ann for once again 
offering her flat for the London AGM and for handling all the catering for 
this event. Ann in turn thanked the OSSS for the donation given to her 
Children’s Ward at the Royal London Hospital. 
 
After apologies for absence had been received and the minutes of last year’s 
AGM approved, we turned to Society business. 
 
OSSSWebsite (http://www.peelcom.com/ststephens/index.html) 
Veronica Colin reported that the website was proving a useful method of 
publishing OSSS information. Many people were using the Message Board to 
get in touch with old friends. The website address will change shortly but a 
link will be provided to let everyone access the new address. 
 
News was given of Mary Pugh, in a wheelchair and blind (see Jane 
Thompson’s news). She is in a nursing home in Coulsdon, Surrey, and would 
much appreciate hearing from Old St Stephenites. 
 
The loan which had funded the publication of Jenny’s book, The Story of St 
Stephen’s College, had been paid off in full. Now that this financial burden had 
been lifted, the Society was in a position to support new projects. Small-scale 
funding to help children and grandchildren of old girls of SSC with grants for 
books or travel was suggested. Other ideas included help with education in 
the third world. The C.S.J.B.’s links with Calcutta were mentioned as well as 
other Anglican links with overseas educational projects. The Committee 
agreed to investigate these options and report back at the next AGM. 
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Begbroke Prory: Jenny gave us the latest news from the Convent. Mother 
Jane is retiring this summer and an election will be held for a new Reverend 
Mother. At present there are 15 Sisters in the Community and a further four 
who are Companions of the Community of Jesus the Good Shepherd. 
Godfrey Carter, great-grandson of the founder, donated a beech tree to 
Begbroke and fifteen members of his family came to the Priory for the tree-
planting ceremony. Godfrey Carter sadly died a couple of months before this 
event and his son took his place. Sister Ruby Ledler, who was at St Stephen’s 
in the 1930s, has died.  
 
Jenny then gave her Secretary’s Report, which would be her last as she was 
stepping down from this position - however she would still remain on the 
OSSS Committee. She said that there were currently 119 paid-up members 
and 14 members who had not yet renewed their subscriptions. In the 
previous year, three members died, nine had not renewed their subscriptions 
and seven had not replied. One new member had joined since the last AGM 
and four books had been sold. The meeting expressed great appreciation of 
Jenny’s dedication and hard work in her ten years in this position. 
 
Patsy Rogers (née Smith) gave her Treasurer’s Report and passed round 
copies of the accounts. As the last AGM had been held in 2002, these 
covered two consecutive years. She explained that subscriptions were due in 
January, the accounting year ended in April and the AGM had until now been 
held in October. The accounts were healthy and it was decided to keep the 
subscription at the same amount - £6.00 a year. Patsy was warmly thanked 
for her work as treasurer. 
 
Reunions: Up to now the Committee had arranged these to take place on a 
specific weekend each year but it was suggested that perhaps different dates 
could be considered as a fixed date ruled out attendance for some people. 
 
Election of Officers and Committee members: As Jenny Balston had 
stepped down as Secretary, Veronica Colin agreed to take on her work of 
editing the Newsletter while continuing to maintain the OSSS database. The 
newsletter format would change to an A5 booklet and would now include 
photographs – people were asked to look through their albums and submit 
interesting contributions. 
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All the existing Committee members were willing to stand and were re-
elected as follows: 
Chairman: Heather Ingram 
Membership Secretary: Veronica Colin 
Treasurer: Patsy Rogers 
Committee members: Jenny Balston, Sue Balston, Jeannette Oliver and 
June Binfield. Jenny and Sue will act as Social Convenors and June will be 
responsible for producing minutes of meetings. 
 
Jenny was thanked all her hard work for the Society over the last ten years, 
especially for her wonderful Newsletters. She thanked the Society for 
presenting her with some welcome additions to her collection of old books 
for children. 
 
The Committee had decided that the role of Honorary President should be 
rotated on a regular basis. Marianne Du Sautoy was thanked for filling this 
position ably for three years. Veronica Watts (née James) had agreed to be the 
new President, but was unfortunately prevented by illness from attending the 
AGM. 
 
Future Reunions: The next AGM and Reunion would take place on 
Saturday 16th April 2005. It was suggested that venues other than London or 
Broadstairs might be considered for Reunions and car sharing or lifts 
arranged if public transport were not easily available. Sue Fenn (née Russell) 
kindly offered her home which was six miles south of Maidstone. The venue 
would be confirmed nearer the date. 
 
Those present: 
Jenny Balston, June Binfield, Angela Buckwell (Bollen), Marianne Du Sautoy, 
Hilary Edmonds (Knox), Gill Ellis (Williams), Caro Elmore-Jones (Owen), 
Pat Elmore Jones (Popper), Tessa Elmore Jones (Reynolds), Katharine 
Haydon (Wilson), Heather Ingram (Bowyer), Ann Kitton (Riches), Diana 
Laurence (Caley), Genefer Laurence (Denne), Angela Maidment (Keeley), 
Veronica Parsons (Colin), Jennifer Powell (Cooper), Chris Pugh (Barr), Sue 
Russell (Fenn), Sheila Salmon (Morgan), Margaret Seymour, Pat Smith 
(Rogers), Sally Smith, Susan Sturgess (Goodall), Jane Thompson (Brown), Pat 
Thorne, Lydia Wacher (Hoare), Juliet Young (Strange). 
 
(listed alphabetically by maiden names with married names given in brackets) 
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The Priory, Begbroke 
 

The C.S.J.B. is a very small community now but it continues to be a very 
flourishing one in spirit with the sisters leading full and active lives, both at 
Begbroke itself and further afield. One particular joy has been the 
enlargement of the retreat/guest wing which is almost complete now and will 
enable the community to cater for and accommodate larger groups of visitors 
than has hitherto been possible. 
 
Another highlight of last year was the tree-planting ceremony in memory of 
the founder, Canon Thomas Thellusson Carter, which took place in 
September. The tree, a beautiful copper beech, was presented to the C.S.J.B. 
by the founder’s grandson, Godfrey Carter, but very sadly he died only a 
couple of months earlier so his place at the ceremony was taken by his son. 
About fifteen members of the family were present, together with the Bishop 
of Dorchester, and afterwards everyone enjoyed what was fittingly described 
as a ‘scrumptious’ tea.  
 
(On a personal note, Godfrey Carter took a great interest in the publication 
of The Story of St Stephen’s College. He was amused to claim a sort of cousinship 
with its author who could claim a somewhat nebulous relationship with 
Thomas Thellusson Carter through the marriage between his sister, Harriet, 
and her own great-great-great-uncle, Dr Edward Balston, one-time 
headmaster of Eton College. Godfrey insisted on paying Jenny a visit in 
Kent, when, after a delightful chat, he departed, armed with a copy of The 
Story of SSC and Dr Balston at Eton, both of which he apparently much 
enjoyed.) 
 
Meanwhile at Begbroke, Benedict and Tabitha, the two much-loved (by most 
sisters!) cats, continue to live in clover. Tabby is still the more nervous of the 
two though neither could be described as a ‘lap-cat’, but. Ben is certainly very 
aware of exactly on which side his bread is buttered – and it seems to be 
buttered extremely lavishly. 
 
He has developed quite an absorbing passion for books and the sisters 
noticed last summer how much time he appeared to be spending in the 
library. Unfortunately, the reason for this was revealed when, after 
dismantling an entire bookcase, his larder, (with some choice remains left 
behind to tell their sorry tale) was discovered behind it. Having been very 
definitely discouraged from using the library for some months, the 
temptation again proved too great for both himself and Tabitha in February, 
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when a stray fieldmouse decided to make its home behind another bookcase. 
Both cats spent many hours trying to lure it out and again it was Ben who 
displayed excellent taste in choosing to remove the first two volumes of Sir 
Winston Churchill’s History of the Second World War in pursuit of his aim. 
 
Commemoration Day this summer will be celebrated on June 19th when the 
Reverend Dr Andrew Bunch will be the preacher. Shortly after that, Mother 
Jane Olive will be retiring as Mother Superior. Her twelve years in office have 
seen the community through some of the greatest changes probably ever 
experienced during the 150 years of its existence as, courageously and 
cheerfully, she guided the sisters in their move from Clewer to Begbroke. 
Now, no doubt, her own retirement and the succession of a new Mother 
Superior will bring about further changes, but in Mother Jane’s own words: 
‘always the life of prayer, the Divine Office and our life together in this lovely house form a 
strong foundation both for us and for those visiting us…’  
 
Our prayers will remain with them. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Begbroke Priory 
 

Website: http://www.gjm61.dial.pipex.com/ 
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Old Girls’ News 
April 2004

 
(Married names and SSC dates given in brackets) 
 
Jenny and Sue Balston (1957-64) continue to enjoy their reading group 
which meets regularly with an enthusiastic core of members. It includes 
representatives of all the schools they attended in the 1950s and 1960s – the 
local preparatory, SSC (Patsy Rogers, née Smith), and finally, the Maidstone 
Grammar School. The garden is looking lovely now, at Easter time, with all 
the daffodils and narcissi out. Sue’s tame robin, which has lived in the garden 
since last spring, is still very much in evidence and comes expectantly when 
called to eat sultanas and sunflower hearts out of Sue’s hand. One morning 
Jenny was sitting on the bench with her cat on one side of her and the robin 
perched quite obliviously on the other!  
Last year was quite an eventful one for the family, with their mother’s 80th 
birthday in January, followed by their parents’ Diamond Wedding anniversary 
in July.  
After twenty-eight very happy years at Waterloo House, Jenny and Sue 
reluctantly came to the decision that it was time to make a move. However, 
they have found a lovely house at 8, Lanthorne Road, Broadstairs where they 
hope to be installed at the end of June – familiar territory indeed! They would 
love any Old Girls to visit them. 
 
Sue Barrow (Allen: 1965-72) continues to work for Ottakar’s bookshops, but 
on a wider basis as some of her time is spent travelling around and helping to 
set up new stores. She recently heard from Nikki Cook whose eldest daughter 
also coincidentally works for Ottakar’s. In her spare time, Sue still enjoys 
ringing and arranging music for handbells and has ambitiously ventured into 
the realms of composition. Her own group, the Launton Handbell Ringers, is 
hoping to make its third recording this summer. 
 
June Binfield (Staff: 1961-72) now has four granddaughters – Olivia and 
Eloisa arrived last year as small companions for, respectively, Chloe (now 
aged six and fast growing up) and Miranda. Olivia and Chloe’s mother, Jenny, 
still lives in Broadstairs and June and her husband enjoy having the family 
close by. June’s son, however, has moved to Cambridge with his family where 
he has a post at a Sixth Form College. June herself, in addition to her 
‘grandmotherly duties’ is kept busy with her work as a non-executive director 
of the East Kent Primary Care Trust, which she finds very rewarding and 
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interesting, as Chairman of Governors of the local C of E Junior School and 
as a member of the Deanery Synod, PCC and DCC. 
 
Barbara Blake (Aldridge: 1929-35) proudly announced that, having reached 
the advanced age of eighty-five, she now has five great grandchildren. The 
latest one is a little girl, born this year, and Barbara’s daughter, Antonia’s, first 
grandchild. More sadly she sent news of her cousin, Joan Buttle’s death on 
January 1st this year. Joan had been at SSC with her, though she was a couple 
of years her senior. Meanwhile Barbara continues to keep in touch with Joan 
Thorpe (née Goodman), another of her contemporaries at SSC, Folkestone. 
 
Jane Bowley (Yates: 1949-56) was particularly sorry to miss the Reunion this 
year, hosted in London by Ann Riches, since she really owes her schooling at 
SSC to Ann’s family. During the late 1940s, Ann’s parents lived opposite 
Jane’s grandmother in Saltwood and, learning that the Bowleys were looking 
for a good school for Jane, they recommended SSC!  Jane comes down to 
visit her mother who still lives in the old family home in Eastry, but the 
journey from Warminster is really prohibitive to making an additional journey 
to London for the Reunion. 
 
Philippa Bowley (Hamlyn: 1956-64) sent news of her step-daughter, 
Charlotte, who went to Nepal with the aid of the Popham Legacy a couple of 
years ago. She is now training to be a GP and will be working from August in 
a practice in Bow. Phillipa’s other step-daughter is now in Sydney where she 
is working as an HIV specialist - and doing lots of sailing. Philippa continues 
to meet up with Alison Prall (née Keenlyside), Genevra Richardson and 
Anthea del Mar (née Van der Gucht), and she is also looking forward to 
having Melanie Collingwood Boot (née Maugham) to stay in June – they 
haven’t seen one another for thirty-five years! 
 
Ruth Briggs (Nutt: 1926-29) sent news of the death of her eldest sister, 
Cecily, last October. Cecily was aged ninety-four and had become very frail, 
having spent the last couple of years in a Home near Newquay. One wonders 
whether she was the last surviving member of that sixth form of the ‘annus 
mirabilis’ of 1924 that included her own sister Joan, Peggy Lane and 
Blaquiqua Illitch (who was responsible for the Popham Legacy)? Ruth herself 
did not come to SSC until two years later, but her other sister, Joyce, was 
then an ornament of IIIA, while their cousin, Ursula Gledhill (now Pennell), 
was a small junior in IIIB. Joyce lives near Wallingford and keeps in touch 
with Brenda Halsey who has a flat in Tunbridge Wells, while Ursula 
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continues to stay in contact  with two of her own SSC contemporaries – Jean 
Coupland (now Acworth) and Pauline Seeman (now Reekie). Ruth’s 
daughter, Vivienne, is now living in Eastern Canada but is hoping to move to 
Halifax to be nearer her own daughter – another Ruth – who is married to a 
Captain in the Royal Canadian Navy. 
 
Ann Buckmaster (Tavener: 1962-68) sent news of her family: 
‘Our children are gradually getting through their education, all having chosen lengthy 
degrees. Sarah (25) is now a qualified vet and working in a local practice; Tom (23) is 
doing a Master’s degree in Rural Estate Management at Cirencester and will start work in 
Cambridge in September; Geoffrey (18) leaves school this summer and hopes to have gained 
good enough grades to read Medicine at Sheffield after a gap year. My father died just before 
Christmas after a long illness but thankfully little else changes from year to year. Madeline 
Mutters got in touch this year which was lovely. It must be over 35 years since we were last 
at school together; hopefully we will meet up soon.’ 
Ann is also in touch with Ros Lacey (née Fletcher) who has recently moved 
from her cottage opposite their family home in Thurnham to Ospringe, near 
Faversham. 
 
Angela Buckwell (Bollen: 1947-53) says that her husband, Nic, is sadly 
‘aging fast’. He finds it increasingly difficult to cope with basic skills, such as 
reading and writing, though fortunately his music seems to be so deeply 
embedded in him that he can still play the piano and he continues to 
accompany his musical partner on the violin. He and Angela are much 
looking forward to becoming first-time grand-parents – their middle 
daughter, Karen, is expecting her first baby which is due to arrive, if all goes 
according to plan, on its grandfather’s 82nd birthday. 
 
Barbara Butler (Scerri: 1950-58) is looking forward to her elder daughter, 
Fiona’s, wedding in May – although she foresees that the bulk of the 
organisation and preparations for this event will inevitably fall upon the 
parents’ shoulders as the wedding is to take place in Malta. Both Fiona and 
her fiancé – a Scotsman – are at present based in London. Their younger 
daughter, Eleanor, won a distinction for her MA in Archaeology at 
Southampton University last summer. Barbara and her husband came over 
for the graduation ceremony and felt very proud seated in the front row. 
Barbara is now working in Valletta for the International Institute on Ageing – 
a UN organization which holds courses relating to all aspects of ageing in 
developing countries. She helps to run these courses which brings her into 
contact with all sorts of people from all over the world which she finds 
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fascinating. She entertains no ideas about retiring, although her husband is 
now semi-retired. However, he holds so many different irons in the fire that 
he seems to be kept just as busy as he was before. 
 
Joan Canning (Hughes: 1934-41) is feeling proud of her younger daughter 
who has followed what has become something of a family tradition in her 
appointment as a J.P. She makes the third in three successive generations. 
Joan recently called in at Begbroke Priory where the sisters made her 
extremely welcome and entertained her to tea. She found it a delightful spot 
but was sad that the Community has become so small. 
 
Margaret Case (Staff: 1941-45; 1948-51) has had an unfortunate year in that 
a spell in hospital for a hip replacement was complicated by one of those 
inevitable ‘hospital infections’ and it was three months before she was able to 
return safely home again. Now she is looking forward to recuperating in the 
garden during the spring and summer. 
 
Wendy Claxton (Carter: 1939-42) is still suffering the after-effects of the 
collapse of Lloyds some years ago. She and her husband have managed to 
adapt themselves to their reduced circumstances, having sold the main part of 
their house and converting the east wing as an annexe for themselves, but her 
husband, aged eighty, still works longs hours in the City. Wendy 
unfortunately suffers with advanced glaucoma and has been registered blind, 
although she is in fact partially sighted. But on a happier note, their youngest 
daughter, Juliet, has recently returned home with her husband and three 
children after seven years in America – and with five other grandchildren to 
enjoy they feel they can ‘count their blessings’. Wendy also enjoyed meeting 
Elizabeth Stead (née Armitage) at her house in Nutfield quite recently, 
together with Anne Foster (née Acheson) who was over from Vancouver 
Island with her husband. It was a lovely reunion. She would welcome contact 
with any other ‘wartime’ old girls if they would like to telephone or write. 
Wendy’s address is: East Court, The Green, Matfield, Nr Tonbridge, Kent 
TN12 7JX (telephone: 01892 723515). 
 
Sue Deane (Calvert: 1959-65) wrote to say that the highlight of last year was 
definitely their son, Peter’s, wedding in the summer. He married a lovely girl 
called Rachel and Caroline (their daughter) was bridesmaid for the fifth time!  
Peter and Rachel are now living in France. Sue’s husband, just turned sixty, 
continues his practice as a GP, while Sue likewise continues her own work as 
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a practice nurse – but ‘for the opposition’! She sees Penny Woodhead (née 
Gossage) from time to time. 
 
Jacquie Dickinson (Lovett: 1970-75) has moved from Walderslade, near 
Chatham, to a lovely country cottage in Newchurch in the Romney Marsh. 
Much of the summer was spent in fencing in the surrounding land for their 
horses. With the addition of a fourth horse in the spring, their numbers will 
be brought to full capacity since they only have four stables. Perhaps this is as 
well since they also have two newly-acquired kittens to deal with the resident 
mouse population, as well as another dog, and are planning to follow these 
up with chickens and ducks. 
Their two children, Adam (19) and Joanna (17) are also based at home at 
present to swell the numbers since neither seems able to reach any definite 
decision regarding their respective careers, and, in Jacquie’s words, ‘drift in 
and out of ideas’. She would love to hear from any of her old school friends. 
Her new address is: Street Farm Cottage, Newchurch, Romney Marsh, Kent 
TN29 0BZ.  
 
Patricia Gardner (Kaufmann-Wright: 1957-62) has just bought a very old 
country cottage, dating from 1601, set in two acres of derelict ground in 
Wimbush (Essex). She is due to retire next year and can already envisage 
plenty to do here to keep her busy. At present she finds it difficult to imagine 
spending her days doing something quite different from nursing. Her son and 
daughter are both doing well. Ian (29) works with pharmaceutical company, 
Merck Sharpe & Dohme, and Becky (30) is an osteopath in Cambridge. 
 
Claire Gough (1972-77) has now completed her BSc (Hons) in Nursing 
Studies and was due to graduate in May. She found this final year the most 
pressurised, having to cope with all the paper work and research demanded 
by her dissertation on top of her responsibilities as a full-time ward sister. She 
is now looking forward to some thoroughly deserved holidays.  
 
Paula Greatbatch (Dickie: 1944-51) celebrated her seventieth birthday in 
February with a party for twenty guests and a magnificent birthday cake made 
by a friend. She was delighted to receive a large number of birthday cards 
from all round the world, many of them from her old SSC friends. One came 
from Judy Lanfear (née Ravenhill) from South Africa whose first grandson 
was born in January. She already has four small granddaughters who happily 
live very close to her in Cape Town. Sadly, Judy also sent news that her sister, 
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Wendy, who had been a little senior to Judy and Paula at Taplow and who 
had also lived in the Cape, died in March 2003. 
After a long spell of very indifferent health, Paula herself has been given the 
all-clear as far as cancer in concerned, which is of course a great relief and has 
left her feeling much more positive about things generally, although she still 
suffers some problems with her balance and walking. 
She continues to enjoy a very wide correspondence with a number of old St 
Stephenites, including Bridget Stevens (now ffrench-Constant) who was in 
Paula’s form at Taplow. Bridget, who now lives in Droxford, near 
Southampton, celebrated her Golden Wedding in January when the guests 
included Prudence Irving (Milling) and her husband. Bridget also gave news 
of her younger sister, Auriol, who followed her to SSC in the fifties, went on 
to Somerville College, Oxford and, most recently was editor of the Times 
Higher Educational Supplement. Auriol, now retired and a grandmother (she 
has three children) is living at Wivenhoe, near Colchester. 
In February, Paula enjoyed a telephone call from Jennifer Hillard (Tudor) 
who was in Auckland with her husband, having come over specially to see 
their first New Zealand grandchild. 
Finally Paula writes that Dunedin (her own diocese) is shortly to lose its 
present bishop, the Rt Rev Dr Penny Jamieson, who made history by 
becoming the world’s first female Anglican bishop when she was appointed 
to the position in 1990. She is of interest to old St Stephenites since her 
mother, Betty Garner, and her sister, Maureen Allen, were both at SSC in 
the 1920s and 1940s respectively. Paula remains in touch with Maureen (now 
Mrs Lucas) who is living in Dorset. 
 
Heather Harries (Harrison: 1958-64) had to undergo an operation for a 
knee replacement in February – which she puts down to all the wear and tear 
resulting from the time we spent running and jumping in black plimsolls 
under EP’s eagle eye at SSC! The family farm in Norfolk continues to keep 
them all as busy as ever. 
 
Wendy Houle (Knight: 1952-59) moved a couple of years ago from 
Sandwich to Walmer where she has gained a great deal of satisfaction out of 
organising the property rentals during the Open Championships held at 
Royal St George’s last July – she even managed to find accommodation for 
Tiger Woods! She was looking forward to visiting friends in New Zealand 
and Australia during February and March. 
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Veronica James (Watts: 1957-62) wrote much more cheerfully this year with 
news of the almost miraculous recovery of her health. 
‘After having been most unwell for nearly two years, it was finally discovered that I had a 
problem with my thyroid. Now I am on medication, I feel like a different person and I am 
really enjoying life so much. I have gone back to playing the ‘cello in the Croydon Symphony 
Orchestra and singing in my chamber choir. I am playing the organ once or twice a month 
at church and singing in the church choir, rather than running it. I am working as a 
receptionist at the Ilford CAB once a week and have started swimming regularly. I am so 
pleased to be well enough to really enjoy my three granddaughters aged nine, two and one. I 
am teaching Nicola, the nine-year-old the piano; she’s getting on really well. Our church is 
celebrating its centenary this year and all kinds of special events are planned to take place 
throughout the year. We’ve just has a Variety Show which was great fun and my mother, 
Mary Watts (Mrs James) and my aunt, Peggy Watts (Mrs George) came up from 
Sussex to watch the show. 
My husband and I are very much looking forward to a cruise in the Baltic this summer.’ 
Unfortunately however, Veronica wrote again just after Easter and said that 
all the same old symptoms had returned and she was once again confined to 
bed. We must just hope with her that this may prove to be just a temporary 
setback. 
 
Alison Keenlyside (Prall: 1957-62) gives us an update on her family news. 
She and her husband still live in their lovely house in Benenden. 
‘As we have just sent three children on exciting gap years backpacking round the world, we 
are hoping to buy a boat and sail round, probably just as uncomfortably. 
Gemma is currently travelling in New Zealand, Nancy has been recovering from a knee 
operation after a skiing accident last winter and Guy is at Leeds University. 
If you remember Ian Standen, please let me know. He is always keen to gatecrash SSC 
reunions and renew old acquaintances. Although he was at St Lawrence’s, Ramsgate, by 
all accounts he spent more time at SSC, particularly after dark.  
I see Philippa Bowley, Gill Esplen and Genevra Richardson regularly. 
Claudia is working hard from home in North London doing soft furnishings.’ 
 
Celia Kitton (Kemp: 1953-56) moved again last November, this time from 
Dora Creek to Harrington, still in New South Wales. She was delighted by 
the arrival of a new granddaughter, Jessica, in October and managed a quick 
trip over to Hanoi to see her in the following month, together with her little 
brother, Thomas, now aged two and of course their parents. (Andrew is 
Celia’s younger son). They were planning to return to Australia in April, 
which will be wonderful since it means that the whole family will be together 
in Australia instead of scattered in far-flung corners of the globe. Celia’s elder 
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son, Tim, and his family are now at Port Macquarie which is only forty-five 
minutes away from Harrington. 
Celia would love to hear from any of her old SSC friends. Her address is: 9 
Cooloon Avenue, Harrington, N.S.W. 2427, Australia (email: 
cmike@idx.com.au). 
 
Jenny Maude (Chesshyre: 1958-65) sent news of her daughter , Emily, who, 
you will remember, was one of the beneficiaries of the Popham Legacy. 
Emily is now doing a two-year paediatric rotation and is at present engaged in 
working in the community in Woolwich which she finds intensely interesting 
and very challenging. In August she goes on to King’s College Hospital. 
 
Veronica Parsons (Colin: 1952-58) and her husband, Andrew, made an 
unforgettable trip round the world at the beginning of last year to visit their 
daughter, Beatrice’s family in New York and their son’s family in 
Queensland. On their return to Scotland, they managed a few day’s walking 
around Fort William in April which included a marvellous – if somewhat 
terrifying - trek along the Carn Mor Dearg arete to the top of Ben Nevis. 
In the summer, Beatrice and her two children, Theo (5) and Frances (2) came 
home for several weeks and the whole family rented a small chalet for a 
fortnight on the slopes of Mont Blanc at Les Houches. The children were 
most intrigued by marmots. This Christmas, Veronica and Andrew chose the 
Lake District for their traditional post-Christmas ‘stroll’, walking the 76-mile 
Cumbria Way between Carlisle and Ulverston. 
Sadly, Veronica lost her brother, Timothy, last November – for several years 
he had run his own antiquarian bookshop in the Elham Valley. But on a 
happier note, her brother, Stephen, has recently moved from Gloucestershire 
to Edinburgh to become Rector of St Cuthbert’s, Colinton, so it will be 
lovely to see more of him and his family. 
 
Christine Pugh (Barr: 1937-42) very much enjoyed her Christmas in Munich 
last year with her eldest son’s family. She is looking forward to having all 
three of their boys over here from next September when Philip (21) and 
Simon (18) will both be at University whilst the youngest,  Robert, (16) 
continues his schooling at Eastbourne. Chris had her annual check-up when 
she was in Munich and was very pleased to report an absolute clean bill of 
health.  
At home in Uckfield, she continues to see quite a lot of both Anne Foster 
(née Sturgess) and Jane Brown (née Thompson) – sometimes they meet for 
lunch and a good chat in the local pub. 
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Carol Purser (Evans: 1934-37) was thrilled to learn that she will soon 
become a great-grandmother. Her grandson, Tom, and his wife are expecting 
their first baby. Another great excitement was the news that the Mother’s 
Union had chosen two of her own poems to include in their new Anthology 
of Verse. This is quite an achievement since contributions are submitted by 
M.U. members from all over the world. On looking back to her years at SSC, 
Carol recalls having a couple of her poems (her ‘Juvenilia’) included in the 
school magazine. She wonders whether any of her contemporaries can 
remember the little magazine entitled The Young Idea that a few of them got 
together to produce? She can certainly recall contributions produced by 
Agnes Hope-Jones, Betty Blake, Peggy Hoerder and Anne Murray.  
 
Sue Russell (Lady Fenn: 1948-54) Like Tennyson’s Ulysses, Sue ‘cannot rest 
from travel’ and in spite of having been settled back in this country from 
some years now, following her husband’s retirement, they still find many 
remote corners of this ‘wonderful world’ left to be explored. Last summer 
saw them travelling to Msoro in Eastern Zambia where the school is twinned 
with their own grandchildren’s school in Somerset. They spent a week in the 
village and all three generations of the family attended classes in the school 
and even sat some of the exams! They also went on safari and saw lots of 
animals at very close quarters. The Victoria Falls were another ‘must’ and 
they found them equally impressive whether viewed from the safety of a 
helicopter or from a vantage point so close that they were drenched by spray 
and almost deafened by the noise of the falls. 
In October they visited their daughter in Cordoba in Southern Spain where 
she has a teaching post, and next on the agenda is Cyprus, where their son 
has been posted, together with his wife and baby son. An excitement nearer 
home will be their daughter’s wedding which is planned for this summer. 
 
Sheila Salmon (Morgan: 1957-61) Sheila and her husband moved house just 
after Christmas – still in Welwyn Garden City but now at 72, Parkway where 
they are happily settled. Sheila and Angela Keeley (née Maidment) made 
contact with one another at Easter, having been out of touch for several 
years, and arranged to come to the Reunion in London together. Shelia would 
love to hear from any of her other SSC contemporaries. 
 
Hilary Satchell (1963-69) is still living in Canterbury, but she has retired 
from work. Sadly, her cat, Perry, died last year. In his stead she has acquired 
two ‘rescued cats’, Smokie and Josie, who appear to be schizophrenic and 
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devote much of their time to chasing each other up and down the garden. 
They also harbour a distinct antipathy towards humans – though one 
assumes they are more tolerant of Hilary? 
 
Philippa Saunders (Tlatoff: 1937-39) was very distressed to receive a 
Christmas card from Stuart Everall last year telling her of Diana’s sudden 
death the previous April. Philippa sent this note of appreciation of Diana: 
 
‘Diana Buttery (Everall) was a great friend of mine at SSC Folkestone and we shared 
a two-dormitory during our last two terms there in 1939.  I shall always remember her 
kindness and sympathetic understanding of any little problems. At the beginning of the war, 
when I was in Wimbledon, she lived nearby in Putney and we saw each other from time to 
time.  I seem to remember that she was involved with Donald Soper and his work at the 
City Temple, and sometimes engaged in soap-box oratory at Hyde Park Corner. I know, 
on one occasion when she attended a small dance at our house, she surprised her dancing 
partner when he asked what she did, by replying, ‘I preach!’ I visited her and Stuart once or 
twice after their marriage, but then only kept in touch at Christmas, except for seeing her 
briefly at my mother’s bedside in hospital during her last illness in 1975. She had come 
straight from an OSSS meeting accompanied by Sheila Hay (Brygman). Her boundless 
energy and involvement in so many activities, including local government, up to a ripe old 
age, never ceased to amaze me. So I was surprised not to receive her long printed newsletter 
at Christmas last year. Then I received a reply to my Christmas card from Stuart to say 
Diana had died of a sudden massive stroke. He sounded devastated, and so, when I saw 
the announcement of his own death in ‘The Times’ a few weeks later, I felt glad the two 
were now together and at peace.’ 
 
Margaret Seymour (1946-51) had a hip replacement last summer but has 
now made a good recovery and it has made a huge difference being free from 
the previous pain. It was particularly gratifying to return home from hospital 
to find her cat, Delia, anxiously waiting for her and ready to pour out all her 
love and attention upon her mistress. Unfortunately her solicitude cannot 
extend to helping Margaret with the domestic chores or with the shopping, 
but she is able to leave much of this to some kindly neighbours. Now she is 
more or less back to normal again, Margaret enjoys taking advantage of the 
swimming pool at the local leisure centre which offers reduced rates for the 
over fifties, as well as a whole range of various other activities. She also 
continues to be active in her local parish church – this was in the throes of 
sharing a very stimulating Lent course with a number of other churches in 
the area. 
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Alexandra Steed (Parsons: 1985-91) wrote last year to say that she has 
moved from Wimbledon to Westwell Leacon, near Charing in Kent, from 
where her husband can commute to London. They were thrilled by the arrival 
of a baby girl – Henrietta May Gillespie – who was born on 31st March 2003. 
 
Jane Stewart (Wharton: 1951-59) is still revelling in her so-called 
‘retirement’. Her days are very full but full of a whole variety of different 
activities and, most importantly, the sorts of things she really enjoys doing – 
travelling, painting (as well as selling some of her own work), continuing to 
act as art consultant for both ‘AS’ and ‘A’ level work, combined with some 
examining, and last, but certainly not least, looking after her little 
granddaughter one day each week. Number two grandchild is due to arrive in 
June. 
 
Anne Sturgess (Foster: 1936-42) has had another eventful year visiting 
various members of her family who seem to be scattered all over the globe. 
She writes: 
‘Peter and I are lucky to keep well and to be able to travel. This year it will be to Paris, 
California, the South of France and probably once or twice to family in Ankara. 
We are so pleased to be ‘online’ at last and to be able to contact our son in his tent in the 
earthquake area of Iran – and get a quick reply! Tim is a water engineer and works in 
such areas of devastation, clean water being one of the first necessities of life. 
My sister, Joan (in California), who was also at SSC, has had a recurrence of tongue 
cancer so Sue and I were with her last November and plan another visit this May.’    
 
Jane Thompson (Brown: 1934-41) enjoys meeting Anne Foster (née 
Sturgess) and Chris Barr (née Pugh) fairly regularly as they both live quite 
close to her in Uckfield. She also continues to keep an eye on Mary Pugh 
who, she says, ‘is battling on in a rather inadequate nursing home.’ This is still 
the Selkirk Nursing Wing at Woodcote Park, Meadow Hill, Coulsdon, Surrey 
CR5 2XL, and Jane emphasises that Mary would appreciate visitors or letters 
and cards which either she, Jane, or one of the nursing staff can read to her, 
for Mary is quite blind now.  
 
Anthea Van der Gucht (Del Mar: 1958-66) is thoroughly enjoying a more 
leisurely existence now that her husband has retired from his work in London 
and she herself has surrendered some of her more onerous commitments as 
Chairman of the Bench. She writes: 
‘All sorts of changes for us, the only sad one being the demise of both our dogs during the 
winter, which has left a huge hole. We are trying to decide what next. Mike stopped 
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working in the City at Christmas and is now working from home, at a considerably more 
relaxed rate, and at the same time I came to the end of my stint as Bench Chairman and 
am firmly on the back benches! I am wondering whether to further my education in some 
fashion or stick to the garden!  Apart from grandson- worshipping, I am catching up on all 
sorts of things which got neglected (like letters!), doing lots in the garden, and raising money 
for a major building project at the local primary of which I am a governor. We celebrated 
our new freedom by going to Indo-China for the whole of February which was a wonderful 
and fascinating holiday. Strictly speaking only the last five days were holiday, in the sense of 
sitting around being idle, as we travelled a huge amount through Cambodia (wonderful 
Angor Wat), Vietnam and Laos. 
We also try to get to Paris (what a hardship) as the second son, Sam, and his wife are 
living there. They are expecting their first baby on 15th October, the same day that Dominic 
and his wife are expecting number 2! So it’s all very exciting. As Dominic and Becca live 
in our village we are lucky enough to see Archie very regularly – Paris won’t be quite so 
easy. Our youngest son, Oliver, is working for the BBC on research for current affairs 
programmes. Every so often we get the great thrill of seeing his name on the credits… really 
only his doting mother spots it as the names flash by so fast! His lovely doctor girl friend is 
finally moving to a London hospital in August so he will be able to stop flogging round the 
country to see her. 
We had a very happy Easter Day with my brother and sister (Annabel) and both their 
families. Annabel’s eldest is now doing a foundation year at Cheltenham Art College. We 
had our annual holiday with Genevra (Richardson) and her husband last July – 
boilingly-hot northern Spain where our husbands spent a happy afternoon building dams in 
a stream. Clearly they will never grow up! Genevra becomes an honorary Fellow of the 
Institute of Psychiatry this summer. We had lunch in Kent a little while ago when our hosts 
had bravely asked two neighbours whom they knew knew us – in the form of Gillian 
Esplen (Day) and Alison Keenlyside (Prall) and their husbands. It was great fun.  
I hadn’t seen Gill since she left school more years ago than we could work out!’ 
 
Lydia Wacher (Hoare: 1949-56) was looking forward to spending a month 
with her daughter and family in South Africa at the end of March. It 
promised to be a great family reunion as her son and his family would be 
flying over from Melbourne to join them. Back at home, Lydia enjoys her 
involvement in various local activities, mainly oriented towards music or the 
village, while her husband continues to enjoy his painting. 
 
Peggy Watts (George: 1927-33) also sent news of Joan Buttle’s death. Joan 
(now Surry) and she had been friends at SSC in Folkestone, and had 
continued to keep in contact over the years. Peggy remembers her lovely 
garden at Dallington, where she paid her a visit a few years ago and they 
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enjoyed a good chat, reminiscing happily over past times. Joan died on New 
Year’s Day – she had fractured her hip and elbow in a fall last October and 
never really recovered. 
 
Ginni Wincott (Darbyshire: 1962-66) wrote: 
‘After our house move to Beverley in 2002, we feel more settled in both our new house and 
the town. Tom’s job as a head teacher proves very demanding, but he is never bored. My job 
is still part-time with the Schools Library Service. I get to buy new books which is fun. 
Less fun is packing and unpacking project boxes – I’m getting too old for this manual 
labour lark! 
Our daughters are thriving. They are both now at secondary school, and enjoying it. We 
seem to spend a great deal of time shopping, as they both grow at an alarming rate. The 
past year has seen Tom’s Mum unwell with heart problems, and my dear Mum, who is 
now 96, is in a very frail and confused state. This is a constant worry and one that I’m 
sure is shared by many of our contemporaries. 
Like many of us, I joined ‘Friends Reunited’ this year and have caught up with several 
Old St Stephenites, including Madeline Mutters and Mary Cobbe. I have yet to 
make a reunion as there is a clash with family birthdays over the usual date. I will get there 
one year!’ 
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R.I.P. 
 
Anthea Beall (Forster )   SSC 1940-46 
       Died December 2003 
Cecily Briggs     SSC 1921-26 
       Died October 2003 
Joan Buttle (Surry)    SSC 1928- 
       Died January 1st 2004 
Agnes Hope-Jones (Battiscombe) SSC 1935-36 
       Died September 2003 
Ruby Laidlaw     SSC 1930-34 
       Died March 2004 
Wendy Ravenhill (Jager)   SSC 1943-45 
       Died March 2003 
 

Daphne Atkins (Barker) 
1932-39 

Daphne’s son, Duncan, wrote to inform us of her death on June 6th 2004 
after a short illness. 
‘She had a very short illness and will of course be greatly missed by her children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren.  
I know that she loved to receive the OSSS newsletter and it was a great source of very fond 
memories, particularly of the time in Folkestone.’ 

 
Agnes Hope-Jones (Battiscombe) 

1935-36 
Agnes’ daughter, Anne, wrote with the news of her mother’s death last 
September. In her letter she described some of the happy memories Agnes 
had retained of her time at SSC: 
‘I remember her telling me stories of her happy time there – I believe there was a fairly awe-
inspiring sister nicknamed Jam! I also remember going to a reunion once, when I was a very 
little girl. 
Mother always enjoyed your magazine. St Stephen’s would be glad to know that Mother 
had a long and happy life and a family of two children, four grandchildren and a little 
great-grandson. She never lost her faith, and indeed has passed it on.’ 


