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EDITORIAL 
August 2013 

 
I hope you enjoy the latest Newsletter - thank you all very much for 
sending your news and photographs. We had an excellent turnout 
for this year’s Picnic in Beech Court Gardens. You may enjoy looking 
at some of the photos online - see link below. If you’d like to share 
your own pictures of this event, please email them to me and I’ll 
add them to the Picasa album. Note that I deliberately don’t assign 
names to any of the photos to preserve people’s privacy!  
 

The RIP section of the Newsletter lists all the OSSS I am aware of 
who have died during the past year. Where possible, I have 
included short tributes from family and friends. On a more cheerful 
note, the News Round-Up section includes various interesting 
snippets of SSC-related information, bringing together James Bond, 
G K Chesterton’s wife and Miss Parlby! 
 

With every good wish, 
Veronica Colin (née Parsons) 
(Hon Secretary) 
 

Email: mvc@crm.scotnet.co.uk 
 

 
SSC website address 

http://www.ststephensbroadstairs.org.uk/ 
You can access back numbers of the OSSS Newsletter (from 2004 to 
2012) on our website. Use the links below for Reunion photos. 
 

http://picasaweb.google.com/baboon17/BegbrokePicnic2009?feat=directlink 
 

http://picasaweb.google.co.uk/baboon17/BegbrokePicnic201002?feat=directlink 
 

http://picasaweb.google.com/baboon17/TaplowCourtPicnic?feat=directlink 
 

http://picasaweb.google.com/baboon17/WakehurstPlace2012?feat=directlink 
 

http://picasaweb.google.com/baboon17/BeechCourtGardens2013?feat=directlink 
 

mailto:mvc@crm.scotnet.co.uk
http://www.ststephensbroadstairs.org.uk/
http://picasaweb.google.com/baboon17/BegbrokePicnic2009?feat=directlink
http://picasaweb.google.co.uk/baboon17/BegbrokePicnic201002?feat=directlink
http://picasaweb.google.com/baboon17/TaplowCourtPicnic?feat=directlink
http://picasaweb.google.com/baboon17/WakehurstPlace2012?feat=directlink
http://picasaweb.google.com/baboon17/BeechCourtGardens2013?feat=directlink
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Ascension Day Picnic and AGM at Beech Court Gardens 
May 9th 2013 

 
We are grateful to Vyvyan Harmsworth for his generosity in letting 
us use Beech Court Gardens for this year’s Reunion. Puff had 
suggested this before her death last August and we all felt sure that 
she would have wanted the Reunion to go ahead. 
 

The weather on the day was cold and windy so we were glad to be 
able to congregate in the warm Tea Room (guarded by a large and 
noisy one-eyed turkey, one of Puff’s pets). We enjoyed the 
delicious picnic food people had brought, and the tea room ladies 
kept us supplied with hot drinks which were extremely welcome.  
 

Our AGM was the shortest on record with all the officers being re-
elected, accounts approved and charitable donations continuing as 
before. After group photos were taken, we scattered to explore the 
gardens, meeting up again at the beautiful old church of S Cosmas 
and S Damian for a short Ascension Day Service, and celebration of 
Puff’s life. Vyvyan spoke about the magnificent church murals 
which included paintings of Puff and her daughters as well as many 
other people from Challock. The Revd Chris Duncan, who had 
recently retired, kindly came to conduct the service. Puff had 
worked with him as Church Warden for many years. Jane Oliver, 
Jeannette’s step-daughter, joined us for the service and we all 
remembered Jeannette, who had died a few days earlier, in our 
prayers. 
 

List of those attending: 
Daphne Balston (Gildeh), Sue Balston, June Binfield, Margaret Brydone 
(Smith), Jean Burns-Thomson, Valerie Clayton-Stamm (Bather), Sue Dinwiddy 
(Pegrum), Heather Ingram (Bowyer), Angela Innes (Logan) Veronica James 
(Watts), Chris Watts, Diana Laurence (Caley), John Caley, Genefer Laurence 
(Denne), Helen Lawson, Jean Mackelden (Thompson), Pat Mackelden 
(Weston), Veronica Parsons (Colin) Andrew Colin, Susi Phillips (Proffit), Chris 
Pugh (Barr), Susan Russell (Fenn), Sally Smith, Patsy Smith (Rogers), Anne 
Sturgess (Foster), Susan Sturgess (Goodall), Jane Thompson (Brown), Pat 
Thorne, Lydia Wacher (Hoare), Mary Watts, (James), Ginni Wincott 
(Darbyshire), Phillipa Young (Cutter), David Cutter 
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Community News 
Harriet Monsell House, Ripon College, Cuddesdon Oxford OX44 9EX 

 
Last December, Sister Ann Verena wrote to say that the Priory at 
Begbroke had been sold to the Licensed Trades Charity and was to 
become a school for Special Needs Children. They were all very 
happy about this.  
 

The Community had already moved into the two top floors of the 
Harriet Monsell House at Ripon College, Cuddesdon and were 
unpacking and getting used to their new home. The House was 
blessed on February 1st and the new Edward King Chapel 
consecrated by John, Bishop of Oxford. 
 

‘We have our own part of chapel for offices when there are only a 
few of us but hope that sometimes students may be able to join us. 
The views from some of the windows are inspiring, especially for 
those in need of quiet and peace.’ 
 

The latest addition at Easter had been handsome new front doors 
with glass panel and cat flap which were nun and user-friendly. 
These replaced a door which some students had named ‘The nun-
crusher’ as it had been lethal - heavy and extremely difficult to 
open. Sadly, the Community’s beloved cat, Benedict, died shortly 
after the move, but his sister, Tabitha, still flourishes. 
 

In April, the Community’s Mendham Sisters celebrated the 
hundredth anniversary of their move from New York to the convent 
in New Jersey, and Srs Mary Stephen and Anne visited them for the 
festivities. 
 

An Open Day was held on June 15th with a tour of the college and 
the new chapel, a buffet lunch and the launch of the new edition of 
Valerie Bonham’s A Joyous Service (see page 21). Veronica Watts 
(née James) was present and sent us a large number of excellent 
photographs, some of which we have included in this Newsletter. 
 

Please remember the Community in your prayers. 
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Christa Sevika Sangha 
(Handmaids of Christ) 

Bangladesh 
 

The OSSS sends an annual donation to the Oxford Mission, 
earmarked for the Scholarship Fund at Barisal and Jobarpar.  
 
Simon Ling, Chairman of the Oxford Mission, and Mary Marsh, 
General Secretary, travelled to Bangladesh and India in November, 
2012. We reproduce part of their report: 
 

‘On the third day... we left by car for Jobarpar in the company of 
Sister Superior Jharna and Sister Ruth. We were greeted by not one 
but two deafening welcome parties, from the boys and girls hostels, 
both drumming with all their strength and shouting at the tops of 
their voices. After that and the rigours of the journey we were only 
too pleased to relax in the peace of the Jobarpar compound for the 
rest of the evening.  
 

The two days at Jobarpar also involved several visits and meetings 
and a tea party and also the Sunday Parish Church service. 
However, the intensity is less than at Barisal and the scale is much 
smaller. Staying there is always a pleasant interlude in a hectic tour. 
We paid a visit to the grave of the late and much lamented Mother 
Susila, which is beautifully kept and venerated by the Sisters. We 
were, however, very pleased to find that they are coping 
wonderfully with their loss under Sister Jharna’s direction and all the 
activities continue as they used to.’ 
 
Please remember the Sisters of the Christa Sevika Sangha and the 
work of the Oxford Mission in your prayers. 
 

The complete Oxford Mission Magazine can now be read online. Go 
to the website www.oxford-mission.org and click on the Newsletter 
link for the latest details of the work of the Mission in India and 
Bangladesh.  

http://www.oxford-mission.org/
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Raise the Roof Kenya & the Educational Development 
Centre in Barut 

 

The OSSS supports the work of this small but growing charity which 
was founded by Holly Bantleman in 2010. It is run entirely by unpaid 
volunteers who, with the support of their employers, are able to 
donate their skills part-time to the charity. Susi Proffit has sent us 
the following update: 
 

‘It is exciting to report that the first classroom block was completed 
at the beginning of the year and the doors opened to the first 50 
students of the school in February, 2013. The block consists of two 
classrooms/workshops for fashion design and agricultural business. 
It is reported that the student are very enthusiastic and work hard. 
The present job in hand is getting the green houses being built ready 
to aid existing agricultural students with their studies. To help 
students who have further to travel, a bicycle scheme has been put 
in place where students are loaned a bicycle for the time they are 
studying at the school (they sign a contract to do this).  
 

The building has also been used for external events. In April a 
medical outreach clinic run by the Nathan Hall Williams Centre and 
funded by the Hard Core Help Foundation was held there which 
enabled 220 people to receive medical treatment. 
 

The next big priority is to build the second teaching block for 
hairdressing and metal work. The idea is to give young people skills 
so they can earn a decent living and remove them from the cycle of 
poverty and despair. 
 

The aspirational plan is to build further teaching blocks, and include 
a community centre and a sports area. It is the charity's long-term 
aim to hand the project over to Kenyan management by 2018 and 
Holly has been in consultation with the Kenyan government over 
this’. 

More information and pictures can be found online: 
www.raisetheroofkenya.com 

http://www.raisetheroofkenya..com/
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OLD GIRLS’ NEWS 

(Married names and SSC dates are given in brackets. We also give 
email addresses when available.) 

Jenny Andrews (Day: 1944-52) wrote from Bideford in Devon that 
she and several of her friends were hoping to come to the 2014 
Reunion.  
 
Jacqueline Berchier (Downes: 1944-53) writes from Chichester: 
‘Life is still busy at Rose Court. I have some Speaker Events arranged 
during the year and am hosting Coffee Mornings with a friend in aid 
of local charities. There are six in the vicinity so each benefits in 
turn. Also in the summer, we are holding a Garden Party at Rose 
Court and sharing the proceeds with the Snowdrop Trust.’ 
Jackie is a member of the Festival Theatre and also of the local 
cinema. Chichester has an excellent shopping centre - a bit too 
close for her purse - and a huge number of cafés and restaurants. 
Buses nearby travel to many different venues and there is a service 
every half hour which goes to the seaside. She maintains and buys 
plants for one of the beds in the garden which keeps her occupied 
outdoors. She visits her sister, Jean Jenkins (née MacPherson), and 
family near Henley and Jean is shortly coming to stay at Rose Court 
in the guest room. 
 
June Binfield (Staff: 1961) lives in Broadstairs, close to where SSC 
used to be.  
‘I am involved with St Peter’s Church, on the PCC and Chair of the 
Halls Committee. I have three granddaughters who live locally, aged 
7, 9 and 15, and three more grandchildren in Cambridge, two girls 
of 9 and 11 and a boy aged 7. Some girls from SSC attended courses 
at St Laurence College where my three granddaughters go. They 
have a new theatre and the former James Taylor Hall has been 
converted to a girls’ boarding house.‘ 
Email: junebinfield@lineone.net 

mailto:junebinfield@lineone.net
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Angela Buckwell (Bollen: 1947-53) 
We were sorry not to see Angela at this year’s Picnic but she hopes 
to come to the OSSS Reunion in 2014. Her Dutch driving licence 
runs out in November 2014 so she plans to make a round of old 
haunts for the last time then. Her children and their spouses have 
jobs and her grandchildren (both eight) are enjoying their 
respective schools. But she is deeply unhappy with the current 
Dutch Coalition, which is cutting down on financing Helpers for the 
Aged and wants to reduce the number of old people’s homes. 
‘You must go on living in your own home for as long as possible and 
won’t qualify for a publicly-supported grant until you’re nearly 
dead. The few private facilities there are charge 5-star hotel prices. 
As a result, hundreds of women are losing their jobs as carers and 
driving up unemployment figures while we aged crones give our 
children headaches. Most Dutch homes are too small for even a 
dowager’s bedroom unless they convert the garage!’  
 
Jane Bowley (Yates: 1949-56) 
Jane wrote with the sad news that her husband, Richard, died last 
November following a short attack of pneumonia. He spent two 
weeks in hospital. She and her sons were there every day and he 
was wonderfully cared for by the doctors, nurses and chaplains. 
There was an amazing Thanksgiving service held in the village 
church, packed with old patients, parishioners and family. After 51 
years of marriage, Jane misses him dreadfully. Her family have been 
wonderful and she is very well looked after - fortunately she leads a 
busy country life and is surrounded by friends but life will never 
been the same. 
 
Jean Burns Thomson (1947-51) 
Much to her surprise, Jean has found herself in demand as a public 
speaker and has also broadcast on local radio. She is in the throes 
of organising her extensive archive of family photographs to pass 
down to her grandchildren. She has written about meeting Miss 
Parlby long after they had both left SSC - see page 22. 
Email: jeanburnsthomson@btinternet.com 

mailto:jeanburnsthomson@btinternet.com
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Joan Canning (Hughes: 1934-41) wrote to say that she had found 
Liz Burnyeat’s obituary (OSSS Newsletter 2012) fascinating as both 
she and Jane Brown (née Thompson) had had similar experiences 
during the war years. Joan had joined the WRNS in 1942 and was 
sent to the Isle of Wight, spending the next four years round the 
coast working on various RADAR projects and helping to train 
others. She was sent eventually to the Far East. She met her 
husband-to-be on a troopship, was married in 1946 in Colombo just 
before D-Day and raised three children. 
Joan suggests that we collect the wartime experiences (1939 to 
1945) of OSSS girls before it’s too late. This would make interesting 
reading and - she suspects - a record to be proud of. The Editor 
would be delighted to hear from anyone able to contribute to this 
collection and will issue it in booklet form (and on the website) if 
we get enough contributions. 
 
Hilary Chitty (Mills: 1949-56) 
Hilary’s life is extremely busy with her ever-increasing family, 
singing and much work with Victim Support. 
Email: h.mills@ntlworld.com 
 
Wendy Claxton (Carter: 1939-45)) 
Wendy Carter writes that she is now living in Leamington Spa near 
her two daughters and their families following her husband’s death 
in October, 2010. She has bought a bungalow in a splendid position 
which her daughter, Juliet, and husband, Rob, are transforming into 
an eco-friendly house with a granny suite for Wendy and space for 
themselves and their three children. She hopes that, funds 
permitting, she will be able to move in this autumn and will warmly 
welcome visitors. 
She misses Kent and her old friends but is starting to make new 
ones. She keeps in touch with Ann Foster (née Acheson) in Canada, 
Rosemary Butcher (née Atkinson) in Surrey and Margaret Bucknall 
(née Priestman) in Richmond. Another friend, Elizabeth Stead (née 
Armitage), sadly died in February this year. 

mailto:h.mills@ntlworld.com
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Wendy would be delighted to hear from any Old Girls who share 
her memories of Folkestone and Taplow. (Tel: 01926 425 991) 
 
Mary Cobbe (Bradshaw: 1963 -66) 
Mary has moved to Taunton. 
‘I have joined the retiree club and am thoroughly enjoying having a 
large garden and hens! I’m also enjoying the West Country and 
opportunities to paint and to explore the different environments 
and landscapes around here! I am making jams and preserves too, 
but the house needs much renovation to make it how we want it. It 
is lovely to see our two children settling down with their lives and 
having Simon fairly nearby in Bristol. I miss the camaraderie of my 
colleagues and the staffroom of the college I taught at for 28 years, 
but we are still all in touch and see each other every term for a get-
together. I don’t miss the paperwork, but do miss the students! To 
make up for it, I help out in the primary school nearby once a week 
as a volunteer with the reception class, quite a change from 16 
year-olds!’ 
 
Mary Cox (Kempster: 1938-47) 
Mary now lives in Wellington, New Zealand. 
‘It is now two years since the big Christchurch earthquake in 
February 2011. Although there are still minor shakes, plans are 
being hotly debated about the rebuilding of the city, including the 
Cathedral and the Cathedral Square.’ 
 
Wendy Donaldson (Roles: 1941-53) 
Wendy is in regular contact with Val Bather (née Clayton-Stamm) 
who lives nearby. Wendy had lunch with Caroline Crawford (née 
Armitage) recently and was delighted to discover that Carol and 
Wendy’s current partner were old friends. 
 
Hilary Edmonds (Knox: 1957-63) 
Hilary and Chris have just celebrated their Silver Wedding. Hilary 
had been unable to come to the Reunion and was particularly sad 
to miss Mary Bradshaw (née Cobbe). Chris had been at university 
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with Mary’s brother, Hugh and they had visited each other’s homes 
many times. A completely chance remark from Hilary had revealed 
that Hugh was Mary's brother.  
 
Jeannette Fossett (Oliver: 1936-42) 
Jeannette had been hoping to come to the May Reunion so we 
were all extremely sad to hear of her death on May 4th. Her niece, 
Liz Oliver, wrote: 
‘We will miss her so much, she was such a special person, took on 
our children as grandchildren and therefore had a great 
granddaughter as well as her much-loved family in Canada.’ 
Daphne Gildeh (née Balston) contributed some memories of 
Jeannette at SSC for the service sheet at Jeannette’s funeral. These 
are reproduced on page 19. 
 
Rosemary Freebairn-Smith (Riddell: 1948-53) writes: 
‘The years roll by, our children are all well into middle age and all 
our grandchildren are now adults as of April. Two are at University 
and the other two will go next year as they are now in the midst of 
A levels. We are members of NADFAS and are travelling with our 
group to visit Seville and Grenada. Then later in the year we are 
going on a cruise in the Baltic. We have been here in West Wittering 
for 14 years now, and love it. We don’t do a lot other than to 
support the church. Although I still sing with a chamber choir in 
Chichester. I gave up school governorship a couple of years ago.’ 
 
Gillian Gibbs 'Gobby' (Lamerton: 1943-51) writes: 
‘Our great granddaughter, Evie Grace, was duly born last 
September, a large baby who is doing very well. We see her about 
once every three months, so can follow her progress. I was very 
surprised and delighted to receive a Christmas card from Jenny 
Cumming (nee Howard) (Bunda), from Ireland, saying that she 
realised her son lives only about three miles away from us! She visits 
regularly, and hopes to meet up with me. It would be lovely to see 
her again after 58 years!’  
Email: john_lamerton@mypostoffice.co.uk 

mailto:john_lamerton@mypostoffice.co.uk
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Paula Greatbatch (Dickie: 1944-51)  
Paula is now living in Albany House, a Care Home in Gore, New 
Zealand, moving there somewhat reluctantly in June this year after 
a long and difficult period of ill-health following a fall in January, 
2012. However, she has found the regular variety of meals and 
timetable with plenty of bed rest and sleep and changed 
medication have helped immensely. Life is easier and she feels 
more settled now she has become a permanent resident. With 20 
residents, it is rather like boarding school in many ways. She adds 
that it is good to be living in a warm building during the cold winter 
and was sorry that she hadn’t managed to relocate earlier. Sadly, 
she has had to sell her home of 40 years and make big decisions 
about keeping some precious family/lifetime souvenirs. She is 
determined to keep some reference books and specially-inscribed 
books, including samples of her three local history books and Jenny 
Balston’s History of SSC, of course. She is now able to anticipate her 
80th birthday in February, 2014, which seems unbelievable! 
Paula maintains contact with many far-flung OSSS friends. In 
particular she enjoys hearing from Anne Druce (Reid), Isobel Druce 
(Ricketts), Ann Kitton (Lady Riches) and Isobel Thomas (Bazire) 
from the Seniors in her time at SSC. Another long-time 
contemporary, Gillian Gibbs (Lamerton), had sent an interesting 
press cutting about Sally Owen (Sedgeman) who is a well-known 
public speaker in Devonshire. It had been lovely to chat with 
Jennifer Hillard (Tudor) when she was over in New Zealand visiting 
her son and family in April this year.  
Paula remembers Vivien Kitton (Farrell) well and was sad to learn 
of her death. She recalled that a note had been scratched in the 
downstairs loo at Taplow Court - Vivien Kitton is coming in the 
summer! – which indicated the impact of the Kitton family on SSC. 
Paula and Vivien had been friends for many years and Paula had 
visited her house in Bromley and in Thames Ditton after her 
marriage. Paula also sent news of the death of Jenny Irvine 
(Messervy) in 2012, extending sympathy to her sisters, Prue Milling 
and Sue Wyrely-Birch. 
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Paula’s new address is Albany House, 287 Albany Street, Gore, 
Southland 9710, New Zealand. 
 
Elizabeth Home (1942-46) spent the night in the Mall with three 
others from her Bowling Club to see the Jubilee celebrations. They 
listened to the concert and watched the Parade the next day. 
Several TV stations, including BBC1/2/ITV/Sky and two from 
Germany and Australia, interviewed them as Elizabeth had also 
been present at the Coronation.  
Elizabeth received a special invitation to this year’s Centenary of 
the Lacrosse Association in Scotland as she had played for Scotland 
for more than ten years. The following week she went to the 
English Centenary celebrations at Richmond where the 
International was first played. 
 
Angela Innes (Logan: 1954-61) sent news of Olivia Lewis-Whyte’s 
death in April this year. (Obituary, page 20) 
Email: angela@mamil2546.plus.com  
 
Ann Kitton (Lady Riches: 1940-46)  
Ann has been involved with the NHS and with children’s services in 
East London for more than 56 years. She loves the area and feels 
very fortunate that she can still play an active role, particularly in 
Consultant appointment committees. Her invaluable contribution 
was first recognised in 1998 when the Queen opened the Ann 
Riches ward at the old Royal London Hospital. On February 13th this 
year, the magnificent Ann Riches Healing Space was unveiled at the 
new Royal London Hospital. The Queen and Duke of Edinburgh 
came to open the new hospital officially on February 27th and 
visited this innovative and interactive new facility. Ann found the 
occasion a very emotional and humbling experience.  
The Alice in Wonderland-themed Healing Space has transformed 
the paediatric service and gives children and their families a chance 
to climb down the rabbit hole and explore a world outside the 
everyday hospital environment. It offers an escape from clinical 
areas and wards and is used by clinicians to enhance the recovery 

mailto:angela@mamil2546.plus.com
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and treatment of children with a range of conditions and 
disabilities. The external space or 'Sky Garden' allows patients to 
benefit from the magical healing properties of nature and fresh air. 
We congratulate Ann on her NHS achievements: the Ann Riches 
Healing Space will be hugely appreciated by the 40,000 children 
and their families who visit The Royal London every year. 
 
Celia Kitton (Kemp: 1953-56) writes from Australia 
‘When I first started at SSC in May 1953 (the term when we went 
home after only a few weeks for the Coronation and I didn't want to 
go back!) I shared a dormitory in the North Wing with Puff 
Harmsworth, Susan Porter (who was my class mother), Pat Thorne 
and Jackie Secker. They were all well established and I was very 
nervous and unsure of myself. I was told the first term everyone 
would be nice to me but beware the second one…. But of course I 
survived and went on to enjoy my time there very much and am still 
in contact with several friends from those days. I remember, when I 
left, Sister Annys enveloped me in a bear hug amongst her habit and 
told me the next term would be the first time for many years there 
would not be a Kitton either in the school or about to come! I was 
the last after Ann, Margaret and Vivien, and, even though I didn't 
overlap with Vivien, I was already booked in! 
So much for the past - Mike and I are approaching our 50th 
wedding anniversary later in the year and had thought of another 
cruise, maybe to visit Venice which our elder son, Tim, says we must 
see before we die! As our anniversary is in November and we want 
to be away on the date, we decided Europe at that time of year was 
not be the best idea and we don't fancy walking around St. Mark’s 
Square in wellies on duckboards, so we have decided to stay closer 
to home and will be cruising from Sydney around the top of 
Australia to Bali and down the west coast to Perth and will spend a 
couple of days there and fly home. We are really looking forward to 
it. 
Our family are growing up fast. Tim is still with Princess Cruises and 
his two children, Milla and Noa, are 13 and 11 and still live in Chile 
with their mother even though Tim does see as much of them as he 
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can. Andrew and Sophie and their two children, Thomas and Jessica 
(11 and 9), still live in Victoria.’ 
Email: cmike@idx.co.au 
 
Veronica James (Watts: 1957-62)  
‘My mother (Mary James née Watts) moved to Dorking at the 
beginning of January and is very happy in her new flat. It is lovely 
having her close by as my sisters and I can see her and take her out 
much more often. In June I went to an Open Day at Cuddesdon 
where we had a service in the new Edward King Chapel and also 
visited the Sisters' new accommodation in Harriet Monsell House. In 
the afternoon, Valerie Bonham launched an update of her book A 
Joyous Service (about the Clewer Sisters) which she had first written 
in 1989. She has accessed a lot more information since then and the 
book is very interesting indeed. She is now planning to write a book 
about the CSJB in Mendham, US.’ 
Email: veronica@candvwatts.co.uk 
 
Clare Macfie (Hicks: 1954-58) writes: 
‘Sadly, I am going to be away in May as Mike, my husband, died in 
January. I am going to Canada for a memorial to him as we lived 
there for many years and my daughter still lives there.’ 
Email: mlhicks@mandchicks.plus.com 
 
Jean Mackelden (Thompson: 1955-60)  
Jean reports that Julia Brydone (Peete) and her husband visited 
them last August when they were over from Guernsey for the 
Olympic Games. It had been lovely to see them both. 
‘I meet with my sister, Pat, frequently as she does not live far away 
and we usually enjoy a good lunch together! Pat is always very busy 
and has recently visited one of her daughters in Australia. She is 
now a proud great grandmother. I retire from being a magistrate 
shortly after 31 years - it has been a most interesting time and I 
have met some amazing people. I am also retiring from the Board of 
a women’s prison next year. It has been a bleak winter on Romney 
Marsh, raining almost every day, and hardly ever getting light. I 

mailto:cmike@idx.co.au
mailto:veronica@candvwatts.co.uk
mailto:mlhicks@mandchicks.plus.com
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enjoy having the grandchildren fairly frequently as they all live 
locally.’ 
 
Angela Maidment (Keeley: 1954-61)  
When she contacted us recently, Angela was still having a problem 
with her knee which was limiting her mobility. Happily, she did 
manage to go on a cruise to see the Northern Lights in March. 
Email: a.keeley288@btinternet.com 
 
Jenny Maude (Chesshyre: 1958-65) 
‘Our daughter, Emily, (a beneficiary of the Popham legacy) is 
working as a paediatrician at Exeter hospital. She is soon going to 
Bristol to complete her tertiary training. She combines work with 
looking after her two young children. Matthew and I recently took a 
break from child care of the grandchildren to go to Tamil Nadu and 
Sri Lanka for six weeks which was very exciting. My sister, Jo 
Maude, who lives nearby in Muswell Hill, is busy. Her daughter and 
son are doing A levels and GCSEs this summer. My aunt, Jane Smith, 
who was at SSC Taplow, has just moved to a nursing home. Luckily 
her sons and daughter are nearby in Basingstoke.’ 
Email: jennychess@blue.yonder.co.uk 
 
Ann Mulliner (Park: 1957-64) 
Daphne Gildeh sent news of Ann who is now settled in Cornford 
House Care Home in Pembury near Tunbridge Wells. Ann has had 
MS for many years and a few months ago had a fall which was 
followed by a partial hip replacement. This made her MS worse and 
she was no longer able to manage at home. Daphne has been to 
see her and reports that the staff seem very nice. Ann has a 
pleasant room with a lovely view and gets quite a few visitors, so 
she is relatively happy. 
 
Veronica Parsons (Colin: 1952-58) 
‘Our down-sizing has been really successful and our small cottage 
and garden are now almost exactly as we want them. My husband, 
now 77, was awarded his PhD in quantum physics in June, 

mailto:a.keeley288@btinternet.com
mailto:jennychess@blue.yonder.co.uk
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resplendent in blue gown and hood, and is continuing his research 
into optics as a post-doc. I am still working on various writing 
contracts and am also an exam invigilator at Glasgow University 
which is an extremely peaceful occupation! I took delivery of a 
nucleus of bees at the beginning of July - a bit late but the 
wonderful weather we’ve been having in Scotland is helping them 
to flourish. Now I’ve got to get them through the long, dark Scottish 
winter!’  
Email: mvc@crm.scotnet.co.uk 
 
Ann Pexton (Molesworth: 1953-60) wrote that 2012 had been a 
frantic time as she and her husband had finally decided to move 
closer to their elder daughter and grandchildren in Hastings. This 
has been very rewarding and includes sharing a beach hut although 
last summer might not have been the best one to have chosen. She 
was off to Perth, Australia in early June as her younger daughter 
was expecting her second baby. 
 
Susi Phillips (Proffit: 1961-66) sent some news about Raise the Roof 
Kenya, which the OSSS are supporting. A summary of this charity’s 
achievements is given on page 5. 
Email: susanproffit@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Susan Porter (Adams: 1950-55) was unable to come to the Reunion 
as her daughter was getting married soon afterwards. She had been 
one of Puff Harmsworth’s closest friends and felt her loss acutely.  
‘A sad passing to me of perhaps the best friend I shall ever be 
privileged to have. I was as far as I was aware the only one from SSC 
at the funeral – it was quite lovely, wonderful music from the choir 
of St Bride’s in Fleet Street, totally-filled church which is so pretty in 
itself and even more lovely when filled. It was a real family affair 
with all her children and grandchildren there - she would have been 
really proud of them. So glad you will include a church visit at the 
Reunion.’ 
 

mailto:mvc@crm.scotnet.co.uk
mailto:susanproffit@hotmail.co.uk
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Christine Pugh (Barr: 1937-42) Chris, Jane Thomson (Brown) and 
Anne Sturgess (Foster) keep in touch on a regular basis and feel 
very lucky that they can still do this. 
 
Susan Russell (Lady Fenn: 1948-54) 
‘Our main item of news is our move from Applecroft, our family 
home for forty years, into Marden village. It puts us in walking 
distance of everything we need from church and shops to main line 
station and library, pubs and restaurants, doctors and dentist so our 
car rarely leaves the garage. We have actually up-sized - which is 
crazy - but it is so much easier to accommodate the ever-growing 
family. We now have eight grandchildren. Our daughter brought 
her family for an early Christmas visit from Spain (because plane 
fares shoot up close to Christmas) and our younger son brought all 
his family for a proper Christmas. The teenagers loved having their 
own kitchen to make drinks and snacks 24/7, and had their own 
sitting room to chill out in. What luxury! Our older son will be 
returning to the UK this summer and is bringing his family to inspect 
the aged parents’ latest folly! After four years in Brunei they look 
forward to a spell in London and we hope they will come often to 
escape the Big Smoke and enjoy country living. It is certainly 
amazingly quiet and a friendly, lively, caring community. What 
more does one need at our advanced years? 
After our “pilgrimage” to Burma last year we are much involved 
with fund-raising for projects there. The north where we were based 
is where there is still horrible war between the Kachins and the 
government forces. We are so sad the violence has flared up again. 
The government has treated the Kachins very badly but there’s no 
way they should hope - in today’s world - for complete 
independence. It can’t happen and shouldn’t. 
We are both still involved in village life and enjoy every minute of it.’ 
Email: susan.fenn@btinternet.com 
 
Sheila Salmon (Morgan: 1957-61)  
Sheila and her husband had enjoyed a lovely cruise to Spain and 
Portugal last year. They were going on another cruise in the 

mailto:susan.fenn@btinternet.com
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summer to Norway, right up the coast to Bear Island within the 
Arctic Circle where they hoped to see some polar bears.  
Email: jimandsheila.morgan@btinternet.com 
 
Philippa Saunders (Tlatoff: 1937-39) writes that she is now 90 and 
still lives at home but has brittle bones and can only walk with a 
zimmer frame. George, her husband is 97 and in a Care Home. He 
enjoys her visits as of an old friend, but sadly has forgotten all 
about their getting married. She has lost many old friends but she 
still enjoys life and has many visitors. 
 
Lydia Wacher (Hoare: 1949-56) 
Last September, while blackberrying and dog walking, Lydia put her 
foot down a badger hole and split her heel bone. This has taken a 
considerable time to heal but she is driving again at last. She can 
walk around the village and on tarmac but is still wary of uneven 
fields. She spent five weeks in South Africa in December with her 
daughter and family fussing over her and plenty of sunshine, 
returning to arctic weather in the UK at the end of January. She 
then went to Australia to visit her son and family in March, in time 
for an Easter camping trip in the Grampians (Victoria). This was 
followed by a trip to Cairns and Port Douglas for five nights.  
Email: strappfarm@btinternet.com 
 
Philippa Woods (Wedderburn Ogilvy: 1946-52) 
Philippa writes that she has had the temerity to publish a book in 
2012. ‘It is called The Wind in my Sails as it is the story of how we 
bought a windmill in France and converted it into a house. It took 
three and a half years to do as the French authorities were very 
unhelpful and we had many problems including coping with 
Napoleonic laws. My eldest daughter did the illustrations for the 
book and after much hassle it has (book and mill) turned out 
reasonably well.’ 
(Note from editor: please email Philippa if you are interested in 
obtaining a copy of her book (p.ogilvy@btinternet.com) 

 

mailto:jimandsheila.morgan@btinternet.com
mailto:strappfarm@btinternet.com
mailto:p.ogilvy@btinternet.com
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RIP 
 

Elizabeth Armitage (Stead: 1939-45) died in February, 2013 

Jenny Irvine (Messervy: 1943-50) died in 2012 

Jeannette Fossett (Oliver: 1936-42) died May 4th, 2013  
 

‘I spent nearly four very happy years at St. Kitt's with Miss 
Humphreys and Nurse Fossett. Jeannette was still very young at the 
time - in her twenties I would imagine - and used to join in happily 
with our games and activities, including French cricket on the lawn. 
Being an 'old girl' herself, she was able to see through any of our 
pranks, and although she had the right to be very cross with us at 
times, I always felt there was a smile behind her frown. After all, she 
had been in our shoes once! 
 

Memories of morning 'shanty' come to mind - queuing up to be 
dosed with 'Ex-Lax' or 'Syrup of Figs' when required! I was envious 
of all those lucky girls who got a spoonful of 'Malt Extract'! And 
then of course there was head-scraping at the beginning of each 
term. But most of all I remember Jeannette when we were ill and 
how calm, patient and kind she was, which made us feel better 
straight away. In particular there was the measles epidemic of 
Spring 1958, followed by the flu epidemic a year later, when nearly 
all the dorms at St. Kitts were turned into sick rooms. She was 
always able to cope! 
 

I felt very sad when I was old enough to move across the road to the 
North Wing and I shall always remember Jeannette with great 
fondness.’ 

Daphne Gildeh (née Balston) 
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Gillian ’Puff’ Harmsworth (Miller Thomas: 1952-56) died August 
24th, 2012 

Vyvyan Harmsworth, Puff ‘s brother, wrote to us in December:  
‘The extraordinary thing about the letters we received is that we 
had no idea of the breadth of her life since she came to live with us 
over 25 years ago. The church, the garden, the hospital, the village 
and numerous charity organisations benefited from her care and 
energy, and we were ignorant of her connections with many of 
them until after her death. 
 

Of course the biggest vacuum is her absence from Beech Court 
where she was in her element, whether in the garden, amongst her 
beloved menagerie of animals, in the tea rooms or teasing my 
children or myself. We miss her tremendously but have very happy 
memories of a truly extraordinary individual who gave much more 
than she received.’ 

Olivia Lewis-Whyte (1955-62) died April 9th, 2013 

Extract from An Appreciation by Olivia’s sister, Prue: 
‘Olivia was the youngest of four and was known as Bon in the family 
I encountered a mischievous side to her at boarding school, when 
she succeeded in getting her whole class to play up when I was in 
the unfortunate situation of having to supervise her prep. Secretly I 
liked and admired her for it. 
 

From school she went to a finishing school where she studied Art 
Appreciation - this became a life-long interest for her. She then 
trained as a Norland Nanny, and after some time in London and 
Canada, worked in the Neo-Natal Unit in the John Radcliffe Hospital 
in Oxford before coming to Winchester. In all these places she 
formed really good strong lifelong friendships. Retraining as a 
secretary, she worked for a number of years in the Department of 
Energy in London and then found work nearer home in the 
Probation Service in Winchester. 
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Retirement brought new-found interests including bird-watching 
and voluntary work for the Arboretum, the National Trust and the 
Cathedral shop. She was also a life-long learner, always off on 
courses and studying. Whatever she did, she did well, very well. 
 

I have learnt so much from her about how to live and will continue 
to do so as I reflect on her life. I have no doubt that Olivia - Bon - 
was very, very special.‘ 

 

NEWS ROUND-UP 
 

A Joyous Service: The Clewer Sisters and their work 
Valerie Bonham 
CSJB Books £12 plus £3 p&p from the Sisters, Community of St John 
Baptist, Harriet Monsell House, Ripon College, Cuddesdon, Oxford 
OX44 9EX 
 

A Joyous Service was first published in 1989 and has now been 
completely revised with three additional chapters detailing the 
history of the Community over the past 20-odd years. It covers the 
move to Begbroke from Clewer in September 2001 and the 
subsequent move to Ripon College, Cuddesdon, in 2012.  
 

‘Since the beginning of the 21st century, the English Sisters of the 
CSJB have had to face their greatest challenge – how to leave a 
lasting legacy to the Church after the Community completes its 
work. As will be seen, that challenge has been met with courage 
and imagination.’ (Introduction to the Second Edition) 
 

Valerie Bonham's second book, A Place in Life, chronicles the 
history of the 'Clewer House of Mercy' through the period 1849-
1883. Her final book, Sisters of the Raj, is devoted to the work 
undertaken in India by the Clewer Sisters. Copies of both books can 
be obtained from the Sisters at Cuddesdon at a reduced price. 
 
Mrs G K Chesterton 
Nancy Brown, from the American Chesterton Society, contacted us 
in February this year. She is writing the biography of Frances 

http://www.thamesweb.co.uk/books/place.html
http://www.thamesweb.co.uk/books/raj.html
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Chesterton, wife of G K Chesterton, and had discovered that in 
approximately 1888-91, Frances, then known as Frances Alice 
Blogg, had attended St Stephen’s College. The 1891 census had 
listed her as being ‘teacher and student.’ Could we supply her with 
any more details? 
  

The first bound copies of the Magazine we have in the archive date 
from 1897 which was after Frances had left the school. Her name 
(F. Blogg) mostly appeared in several Subscriptions Unpaid lists and 
the school seemed to have lost track of her whereabouts. The 
following piece, however, was printed in the July 1901 Magazine; 
 

Old Girls will be interested to read the following extract ..... from the 
“Morning Leader”. 
 ‘CHESTERTON – BLOGG – On 28th June, at St Mary Abbot’s, 
Kensington, by the Rev. Conrad Noel, assisted by the Rev. C. H. 
Nicholson, Gilbert Keith, elder son of Edward Chesterton, of 
Kensington, to Frances, eldest daughter of the late George Blogg, of 
Albermarle Terrace and Bedford Park.’ 
 

Valerie Bonham kindly supplied some additional information which 
we passed on to Nancy:  
 

‘The marriage entry for Frances Blogg & G K Chesterton is 
interesting in that the Rev Conrad Noel became well known for his 
Communist sympathies, especially when he became Vicar of 
Thaxted, (he even flew the red flag from the pulpit!) In his 
autobiography Noel mentions the Chestertons and states that 
Frances was “more serious and severe” than her husband. It seems 
Noel was a close friend of Chesterton. H G Wells and Hilaire Belloc 
were also in that circle.’ 
 
Miss Parlby 
Jean Burns Thompson met Eileen Parlby long after they had both 
left SSC:  
 

‘While at St. Stephen’s College I enjoyed all the sport, especially 
tennis and lacrosse, and I managed to become goal-keeper for the 
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2nd team in lacrosse, taking on board all the highs and lows  
with Miss Parlby as our PE teacher! My last term was in the summer 
of 1951, and on my report Miss Parlby wrote: “Jean can do quite 
well in tennis, but she would do better if she watched the ball as 
closely as she watches a lacrosse ball!” Many years later while living 
in Cranbrook, I regularly drove to Canterbury to visit my mother, 
and on one occasion I called to see Miss Parlby who lived in 
Shalmsford Street. It was heart-warming to find she was still the 
same cheerful no-fuss person!’ 
 
007 and the Convent of Solace 
Val Bather sent us a cutting from the Mail on Sunday which linked 
James Bond rather surprisingly with Clewer. In 2008, Daniel Craig, 
the current Bond, rented a three-bedroom flat in the converted 
convent while filming Quantum of Solace at Pinewood, a 20-minute 
drive away. The flat was originally the show-home in the 70-
apartment complex, with a huge ornamental fireplace and views 
over the peaceful internal courtyard and chapel. The article added 
that that the chapel had yet to be converted - plans had been 
lodged to turn it into a spa and a swimming pool for the current 
residents, but permission had not been granted. The flat was put on 
the market in May this year for £660,000. 
 
David and Hanna Brown 
Congratulations to David and Hanna Brown who were married in 
August, 2012. David was Chaplain at SSC some 30 years ago and is 
now Vicar of the united benefice of Scorton, Barnacre and Calder 
Vale in Lancashire. A Service of Blessing was held at All Saints 
Church, Barnacre on 26th August, a wonderfully happy occasion. 
The Editor and her husband were honoured to be present. 
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ENDPIECE 
 

We have bound copies of the School Magazine from 1897 onwards. 
You may find this extract from a piece written for the July 1900 
edition interesting 
 

A Visit to the Bank of England 
‘Through a friend’s kindness I had the opportunity of visiting the 
Bank of England. Having threaded our way through a labyrinth of 
offices filled with busy men, all in more or less shabby coats (which, 
I may add, is the custom of the Bank of England clerks to don when 
they are at work) we at last reached the office where the War Loan, 
at which our friend was working, is transferred. All the paper in 
connection with the War Loan is khaki-coloured. 
 

The first office that interested us was one in which all the silver 
passing through the Bank is counted, and we were given a bag to 
hold containing a hundred pounds in silver. From there our guide 
took us to the Treasury “the richest corner in the world” as we were 
told; a small oblong, uninteresting room lined with safes which 
contain only £70,000,000 in gold and notes. Here for the minute we 
were millionaires as we held £1,000,000 in notes and afterwards a 
bag of £1,000 in gold – it was heavy.’  
 

After visiting noisy offices where Postal Orders and bank notes 
were printed, the party were glad to escape to the vaults. Here they 
were shown a bank note dated 1699 (the Bank was founded in 
1694). 
 

‘The last office was a dungeon-like vault, containing between 
twenty and thirty trucks each loaded with eighty bars of solid gold, 
each bar (one of which we were allowed to hold), weighing twenty-
eight pounds. In this room are stored bags of gold coin from all 
other nations. 
On our way out we were proudly shown the minute garden and 
fountain on which much money and time are spent , and which is, I 
think, unique in the City.’ 


