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EDITORIAL 
    

August 2012 
 

I hope you enjoy this edition of the Newsletter, made possible by all 
those who sent in their news and photographs. Thank you very much. 
 
I always post the latest Newsletter on our website at the end of the 
year. This gives us a much wider potential readership and leads to 
contacts and enquiries from all over the world.  There's also a thriving 
SSC Facebook community - see page 21.  
 
I have just been given a treasure trove of SSC archives which I hadn't 
known existed – old bound copies of school magazines going back to 
1897, photographs and other material which Jenny Balston used when 
researching The Story of SSC.  There's even an old school tie and various 
badges. Can anyone suggest what we should do to preserve this for 
posterity? 
 
With every good wish, 
 
Veronica Colin (nee Parsons) 
(Hon Secretary) 
 

 
SSC website address 

http://www.ststephensbroadstairs.org.uk/ 
You can access back numbers of the OSSS Newsletter (from 2004 to 
2011) on our website. You can also see photographs of our last four 
picnics by clicking on these links: 
 
http://picasaweb.google.com/baboon17/BegbrokePicnic2009?feat=directlink 
 
http://picasaweb.google.co.uk/baboon17/BegbrokePicnic201002?feat=directlink 
 
http://picasaweb.google.com/baboon17/TaplowCourtPicnic?feat=directlink 
 
http://picasaweb.google.com/baboon17/WakehurstPlace2012? feat=directlink 
 
 

http://www.ststephensbroadstairs.org.uk/
http://picasaweb.google.com/baboon17/BegbrokePicnic2009?feat=directlink
http://picasaweb.google.co.uk/baboon17/BegbrokePicnic201002?feat=directlink
http://picasaweb.google.com/baboon17/TaplowCourtPicnic?feat=directlink
http://picasaweb.google.com/baboon17/WakehurstPlace2012?%20feat=directlink
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Ascension Day Picnic and AGM at Wakehurst Place 
May 17th 2012 

 
The picnic at Wakehurst Place was a great success – looking back on 
our subsequent rain-sodden summer, we were extraordinarily fortunate 
to have fine, sunny weather. Twenty one old St Stephenites turned up 
plus three husbands.  
After lunch, before everyone disappeared to explore the grounds, we 
held a very quick AGM. We accepted the accounts for the year ending 
5th April 2012 and re-elected the Committee for another year. In 
addition to the donations to the Oxford Mission and to the Friends of 
CSJB, we agree to donate £200 to Raise the Roof Kenya, proposed 
by Susi Proffit.  More details about this charity are given on page 5. 
Thanks to everyone who came and brought the usual delicious 
selection of food. 
 
You can see some photos in the Wakehurst Place Picasa web album 
(link on page 1). If you have any more pictures you would like to 
include, please email them to me.  
 
List of those attending: 
June Binfield, Angela Buckwell (Bollen), Jean Burns-Thomson, Sue 
Dinwiddy (Pegrum), Hilary Edmonds (Knox), Sue Hinds (Wickenden), 
Christopher Knox, Veronica James (Watts), Chris Watts,  Heather 
Ingram (Bowyer),  Veronica Parsons (Colin) Andrew Colin,  Susi 
Phillips (Proffit), Valerie Preston, Chris Pugh (Barr), Penny Salter 
(Croft), Sally Smith, Patsy Smith (Rogers), Susan Sturgess (Goodall), 
Margaret Tingey (Potter), Jane Thompson (Brown), Mary Watts, 
(James), Lydia Wacher (Hoare) and Juliet Young (Strange).   
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THE PRIORY BEGBROKE 
Community News 

 
Sister Ann Verena CJGS writes in the Community's Easteride 
Newsletter that the Priory was still not sold, though a number of 
groups were interested. The building work at Cuddesdon was coming 
on very well.  
'It is fascinating to see the progress made. The new chapel is taking 
shape, the inside work is well on and work has begun on the external 
stone walls. Fixing the window frames requires great precision because 
of the elliptical shape of the chapel. At a recent meeting we discussed 
the interior furnishing and began to consider possible dates for the 
consecration of the chapel – bishops require plenty of notice. 
Harriet Monsell House, which is where we will be living, is also coming 
on well. We now 'have a roof over our heads' though there is much still 
to be done. We all look forward to the time when we can go into the 
building and get a clearer idea of the size of the rooms. 
A major event in our community life has been the elevation of Fr 
Lister Tonge to being Dean of Monmouth. We all went to the service 
at Newport and were much impressed. 
As time passes so quickly, we are giving thought to our future ministry 
at Ripon College Cuddesdon. 
Our Sisters in care continue to flourish. We went to St Mary's, 
Chiswick to celebrate Sister Edna Frances' Golden Jubilee of 
Profession. She and Sister Monica took part in the making of Easter 
bonnets at St Mary's. Sister Doreen, Sister Kathleen Frideswide and 
Sister Florence seem happily settled in their respective homes and are 
also regularly visited.' 
Sister Jane Olive reports that the two Priory cats, Benedict and Tabitha 
are well. 'When we finally do move to Cuddesdon, they will have to get 
used to sharing the surroundings with other cats and (horrors) dogs. 
However, as the old saying goes, 'There is many a slip between cup and 
lip, so we must wait and see.' 
 

Please remember the Community in your prayers. 
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Christa Sevika Sangha 
(Handmaids of Christ) 

Bangladesh 
The OSSS sends an annual donation to the Oxford Mission, earmarked for the 
Scholarship Fund at Barisal and Jobarpar.  
Sr Jharna, Sister Superior, wrote at Easter that it would soon be a year 
since their dear Mother Susila had left them and gave thanks to God 
for her dedicated life. This year the community has taken responsibility 
for St Agnes' Hostel, Barisal. They also run the Hostel of the 
Daughters of All Angels, Jobarpar and St Mary's Home, Barisal. The 
very little ones continue to attend the play centre in Jobarpar every day. 
Mary Marsh, General Secretary of the Oxford Mission, and Diane 
Jennings visited the CSS at Jobarpar and attended their Christmas 
celebrations. 'Diane and I were entertained superbly with dancing, 
singing and of course the wonderful Nativity story. Presents were 
exchanged and a meal enjoyed. All the CSS Sisters were present, plus 
Brother John'. 
On 25th January, the Sisters met in the Jobarpar mother-house to 
celebrate the Founding Day of the CSS. They held a thanksgiving mass 
followed by a procession to the burial place of their founder, Mother 
Susila, where special prayers were offered. 
In May, the Synod of the CoB organised a Rabindra-cultural 
competition in Dkaka to celebrate the 150th anniversary of 
Rabindranath Tagore, the renowned Bengali poet. Pratyasha Roy, a 
class 3 student at the Jobarpar girls' hostel, won first prize in story-
telling. The girls of the hostel were so happy about this that they 
welcomed her back into the hostel by beating drums. Many other boys 
and girls from Barisal also won prizes for singing, dancing and story-
telling. 
Please remember the Sisters of the Christa Sevika Sangha and the 
work of the Oxford Mission in your prayers. 
 

The complete Oxford Mission Magazine can now be read online. Go 
to the website www.oxford-mission.org and click on the magazine link 
for the latest details of the work of the Mission in India and 
Bangladesh.  

http://www.oxford-mission.org/
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Raise the Roof  Kenya & the Educational Development Centre in 
Barut 

 

Raise the Roof  Kenya was founded by Holly Bantleman in 2010. The 
charity is small but growing. It is run entirely by unpaid volunteers 
who, with the support of  their employers, are able to donate their skills 
part-time to the charity. Holly herself  visits Kenya at least four times a 
year. 
Raise the Roof's mission is to work with communities living in extreme 
poverty in Kenya to build sustainable futures, providing them with the 
education and skills necessary to break the cycle of  deprivation. 
For the last two years the charity has been working to help individual 
children in Kenya. It has also been working with the local community 
in Nakuru to find the best long-term solutions to their problems. After 
consulting with the local government education department, the 
charity was directed to Barut which is the poorest area in the Nakuru 
district. In this area, seven out of  ten children have never received a 
secondary education (secondary education is not free in Kenya).  Some 
teenagers spend their days shovelling sand for the equivalent of  30p 
per day (not even guaranteed), others who are fit and able to learn are 
prevented from doing so as there are no proper training facilities in 
traditional or vocational subjects.  Illness and disease are rife, and 
young, bright, talented minds are wasting away. 
The charity has worked with the chief  of  Barut and officials from the 
local athletics club.  Results of  surveys clearly showed that a centre was 
needed for the community that would provide education in vocational 
and life studies for its teenagers as well as a facility for sports. Many of  
the teenagers have dependants and these young families would also 
need to be catered for within the project.  
The Kenyan government, the Barut community and Raise the Roof  are 
working together in partnership to create the Barut Development 
Centre. This Educational Centre will provide the highest standard of  
technical and vocational education for the neediest children in the area 
and will be recognised as a Youth Empowerment Centre.  It will teach 
trades such as hairdressing, tailoring, mechanics, agriculture, cookery 
and woodwork, and encourage English and computing skills. The 
project will benefit the entire community by providing an international 
standard 400 metres running track and sports ground. The build of  a 
community centre as well as a school will encourage people of  all ages 
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to come together in a healthy way with extra curricular activities and 
evening classes. 
The government will supply highly qualified technical teachers and 
staff  and ensure that there is adequate security for the institution. They 
will cover the monthly operational costs including water and electricity 
as well as instructional materials and technical equipment.  Raise the 
Roof  will work with the government to ensure that the technical 
education at the school is exemplary. The government and the local 
community will support and promote the use of  the sports ground and 
centre as a hub for athletics and sporting tournaments. Any money 
raised from this will contribute to the advancement of  the Centre's 
objectives. The local community has donated the land for the project 
and has taken responsibility to safeguard the Centre and its facilities.    
Raise the Roof  will fund the construction of  the school and install 
sustainable projects to support the Centre. Once this is completed, 
funding will be reviewed to make sure the institution is sustainable. 
Raise the Roof  Kenya needs £100,000 to bring this about and the 
charity is fund-raising hard to achieve this throughout 2012. 
The money donated by the OSSS will go towards this worthwhile 
construction project. On a more personal note I have lived in Kenya 
myself  and have visited the Nakuru region which has helped me to 
understand the value of  such a project.  I would also like to mention 
that my son's girlfriend, who is an architect, is involved in the project 
and has provided (voluntarily of  course) the drawings and plans for the 
building. She is also very active alongside Holly Bantleman and others 
in fund-raising for this project. We are sure it will radically improve the 
lives of  many of  the young people in that area of  Kenya.  More 
information about Raise the Roof  Kenya can be found online: 
www.raisetheroofkenya.com. 

  Susi Proffit 

http://www.raisetheroofkenya.com/
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Old Girls' News 
August 2012 

(Married names and SSC dates are given in brackets. We also give email addresses 
when available.) 

Sue Balston (1957-64) kindly emailed us with news of Jeannette 
Oliver. Please see Jeannette's entry for details of her current address. 
Email: balston09@btinternet.com 

June Binfield (Staff: 1961) 
June continues as Chair of a local charity which runs a refuge and 
works in the community addressing all issues relevant to domestic 
violence and abuse. She is also member of the local church PCC and 
Chair of its monthly meeting social group. She has enjoyed theatre 
visits and travel, especially to the Aztec and Mayan sites in Mexico. 
Email: junebinfield@lineone.net 
 
Angela Buckwell (Bollen: 1947-53) writes from Holland: 
'Despite all the economic problems, my two sons-in-law have their jobs and so do the 
daughters, while the two grandchildren, both aged seven at the moment, are 
flourishing and growing wiser. Merlijn is definitely musical, but, to his father's relief 
also very quick and accurate at mental arithmetic. Rosa is already learning English 
at school via nursery rhymes. There's a Dutch phrase – 'creaking wagons roll the 
longest' – that describes me, I hope!'  
 
Jean Burns Thomson (1947-51) 
We are delighted to welcome Jean as our newest OSSS member and 
were glad that she was able to join us at Wakehurst Place. She was a 
close friend of the late Vivien Kitton and writes about her on page 19.   
Email: jeanburnsthomson@btinternet.com 
 
Wendy Claxton (Carter: 1939-44)) 
Wendy has now moved to Leamington Spa to be near her family and 
would be delighted to hear from any old friends. Her telephone 
number is 01926 425991. 
 

mailto:balston09@btinternet.com
mailto:junebinfield@lineone.net
mailto:jeanburnsthomson@btinternet.com


OSSS NEWSLETTER – SUMMER 2012 

8 

Hilary Chitty (Mills: 1949-56) 
Hilly and her second husband, Andy, have three children each and 
have adopted a Romanian orphan, Valy, which makes seven children 
between them. They now have sixteen grandchildren. Hilly's youngest 
daughter, Erica, is getting married shortly and very busy with wedding 
plans. 
Hilly and Andy run a B&B near Stansted Airport which helps with the 
expenses of children and grandchildren and with holidays.  
Hilly sings with the local music society choir and a smaller village choir. 
She is a Victim Support volunteer which involves her in extremely sad 
and sometimes complicated cases. Andy is a trustee of a local animal 
rescue home. Hilly keeps in touch with Margaret Potter (née Tingey), 
Anna Glazebrook (née Hood) and Lydia Hoare (née Wacher). 
Email: h.mills@ntlworld.com 
 
Rebecca Davey (1964-68) emailed us from Australia: 
'Travelling in 2011 has been restricted to within the shores of Australia, but with 
family in Queensland, New South Wales and Western Australia there are still 
plenty of options available. I enjoyed visits to both my nieces who live on opposite 
sides of the country – sharing birthday parties with my two oldest great nieces in 
New South Wales and youngest great nephew in Perth. I also met with the newest 
great niece over in Perth – but I fear that, at six months old, she was somewhat 
under whelmed by the occasion!! Despite that, I had a huge amount of pleasure from 
our cuddles and games. 
2012 will be a year on going nowhere – I’ve blown the budget on the last few trips, 
and with the tight economic climate, even here in Australia, the government is 
resisting our polite requests for a pay rise. It’s only March as I write this and I’m 
bored already – I suspect it’s going to be a long year!' 
Email: rdavey@kangan.edu.au 
 
Susan Dinwiddy (Pegrum: 1953-57) accompanied a friend on a cruise 
last autumn: 
'The cruise was quite an experience and I really enjoyed meeting so many people. It 
was so different from when I came over from New York 34 yrs. ago! It was quite 
rough the first couple of days. The captain wisely diverted to Bilbao instead of going 
on down to Oporto. He said there was a force 10 gale heading for the Portuguese 
coast with 9m waves. By the time we were back out and heading south for the 
Canaries, it was much calmer. 

mailto:h.mills@ntlworld.com
mailto:rdavey@kangan.edu.au
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There was so much to do on the boat that I was much too busy to spend any time 
relaxing on a sunlounger. It took ages to find our way around but I just about got 
the hang of it by the end! I enjoyed chatting to some of the crew as well as the 
passengers. I had the chance to try Yoga in the gym. Because June couldn't walk 
very far, we just walked a bit around the ports that we stopped in. Vigo was good, 
because the main town centre was close by. . We shared a table with a couple from 
Liskeard, but the passengers came from all over the country. There were five couples 
being married on the boat - one family were on our deck so we saw the dresses! 
There must have been about ten members of the family, ranging from a baby and 
young children to the grandmother.' 
Email: akuna@mawsley.plus.com 
 
Jeannette Fossett (Oliver: 1936-42) 
Jeannette's daughter-in-law, Liz Oliver, emailed to let us know her 
news: 
'Jeannette fell while arranging flowers in her flat in Folkestone and broke her hip; 
she was taken to the William Harvey hospital to have it pinned last December. It 
has been a long slow progress and at present she is in a convalescent home regaining 
her strength and mobility to enable her to return to her flat in Folkestone with a 
Care package. She anticipates being in the home for some time. 
She would love to have news from Old St Stephenites and see anyone who lives in 
and around the Ashford area.  Her address is c/o Room 26, Sevington Mill, 
Sevington Lane, Willesborough, Ashford, Kent TN24 0LB. The residents' phone 
number is 01233 623200. ' 
 
Gillian Harmsworth 'Puff' (Miller-Thomas: 1952-56) 
Puff was delighted to see lots of school friends' photographs in last 
year's Newsletter. She is touch with Sue Adams (née Porter) and Jane 
Yates (née Bowley) on a regular basis.  
Her husband died two years ago but she is lucky to have a son quite 
close and two daughters only two hours away. She leads a busy life, 
running Beech Court Gardens and Tearoom at Challock, near Ashford, 
in Kent. She also is Churchwarden of SS Cosmas and Damian, the 
church with the famous modern murals by John Ward.   
Puff has kindly invited us to visit Beech Court Gardens for our next 
year's Ascension Day picnic. 
(www.beechcourtgardens.co.uk) 
 

mailto:akuna@mawsley.plus.com
http://www.beechcourtgardens.co.uk/
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Gillian Gibbs 'Gobby' (Lamerton: 1943-51) writes: 
'I’m sorry that I can’t make the reunion this year. Wakehurst Place would have 
been lovely. My longstanding Horticultural college friend lived there when her 
husband was curator of the gardens, but I have never seen the place. Perhaps one 
year you will have the reunion further west! 
My news mainly concerns grandchildren. Our granddaughter, Beccy, now 14,  
is the 5th generation of our family to take up rowing. She was very proud of winning 
a singles medal last summer, and is doing very well in the fours. 
John and I are expecting to become great-grandparents in September,  
when our eldest grandson and his wife are expecting their first child. This is a 
particularly happy event for them, after all the trauma they went through last year,  
when Robert was so ill with complications, following a heart operation. 
His medics have been very pleased at how well he has recovered. 
Email: john_lamerton@mypostoffice.co.uk 
 
Paula Greatbatch (Dickie: 1944-51)  
Paula usually is able to supply the editor with lots of news for the 
Newsletter. Unfortunately, earlier this year, she fell at home which 
meant a stay in hospital. She had a fractured femur and a hip 
replacement but is now recovering at home, supported by visits from 
nurses and carers. She appreciated hearing from a number of her SSC 
friends and is now trying to catch up with all her correspondence.  
 
Angela Innes (Logan: 1954-61) 
wrote to say that she was sorry to miss the picnic but unfortunately 
that was the day she was due to fly out to the US for a holiday. She 
continues to enjoy retirement. She is busy with local voluntary groups 
and travelling (South America (again) and Tibet later in the year) and 
going to Shropshire to see her grandson (and son and daughter-in-
law!), now two and nearly five months. She keeps in touch with Olivia 
Whyte.  
Email: angela@mamil2546.plus.com  
 
Ann Kitton (Lady Riches: 1940-46) wrote to let us know of the death 
of her cousin, Vivien Farrell (née Kitton) in February. She had been 
housebound with severe emphysema for some time and had had to go 
into a nursing home for two weeks where she died.  
With NHS commitments, Ann was unable to come to Wakehurst. She 
was not happy with all the radical changes proposed for the NHS. 

mailto:john_lamerton@mypostoffice.co.uk
mailto:angela@mamil2546.plus.com
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'I have lost count of the changes in my 56 years in the East End and most of the 
GPs whose appointments I have chaired over the past 20 years do not want to 
manage money, they want to look after their patients.' 
 
Celia Kitton (Kemp: 1953-56) writes: 
'We don't have a lot of news at present after our trip to and around the UK last 
year which was marvellous. Even the very, very quick trip to Paris was worth it - a 
nearly three-hour bus trip from La Havre each way and about three hours in the 
city. We have both been there before but it was a great chance for the people on our 
trip who had never been there before - a real flying visit!! We had to get back before 
the ship sailed that evening!! 
We had a visit from our elder son, Tim, in December and it was great to see him. 
He is still working with Princess Cruises and completed his last contract in Sydney 
on Dawn Princess so we drove down to Sydney and Andrew flew up from Albury 
and we all went aboard and were really spoiled with a tour of the ship, including a 
visit to the Bridge and a huge lunch served by at least three waiters! It was lovely for 
us to have 'just our boys' for a short time as it's not something that happens when 
they grow up and have their own families. Unfortunately it poured with rain all day 
so we drove Andrew back to the airport and then set off on the five-hour trip back 
home. But it was worth it and we had a wonderful ten days with him before he flew 
back to Chile for Christmas with the kids. He then spent another part of his 
holiday taking the two children on a cruise around Cape Horn and to the 
Falklands. Apparently the staff spoiled them rotten but they seem to have had a 
great time even though the weather was not the best.  It was lovely for him to have 
them on his own for a while as he is away so much. 
I have recently spent a week in late January staying with Andrew and Sophie and 
the children in Victoria which was good and luckily not too hot as it can be up to 
40 deg. every day for a week at that time of year.  
We have no trips planned this year. I have just had one cataract operation which 
was a great success and am having the other one done at the start of April.' 
Email: cmike@idx.co.au 
 
Genefer Laurence (Denne: 1943-48) writes: 
'My life plods on in rather the same old way! We moved into Sandwich about 12 
years ago which made a big difference being able to walk to the shops instead of 
getting into the car all the time. We both remain fairly active, playing golf (well, 'at 
it' in my case!) and Bridge (which I took up few years ago). We have nearly half an 
acre of garden - not bad for a town centre. We also have an elderly labrador who  
still likes his walks, though shorter ones nowadays. 

mailto:cmike@idx.co.au
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I have always been a lazy letterwriter, but do hear from Pat Leslie  
(Douet), Jenny Andrews (Cumming), Hilary Lofts (Sunnucks) and  
Paula Greatbatch (Dickie) at Christmas. 
Our family grows up. Tom is now Rector at Kirby Muxloe. Ellie and Charis are 
both at University. Tim and Peter are at Leicester Grammar. Bev teaches at a 
village primary school. Melanie is a practice nurse in Canterbury. Jean-Christophe 
teaches at Wellesley House, Broadstairs, Jack is at St. Edmund's,  Canterbury, 
and Nico at Sir Roger Manwoods, Sandwich.  
Hannah and Murray are both in Insurance in Auckland. Frank is now seven and 
Maggie, three, so they are kept busy and try and get over most years as neither of us 
can do long-haul flights.' 
Email: gene@delfhouse.plus.com 
 
Veronica James (Watts: 1957-62)  
Veronica now has six grandchildren as her daughter, Abby, gave birth 
to Holly in March 2012. Her son's daughter, Myrtle, is nine and very 
musical, having just passed Grade 4 piano with merit and Grade 1 
violin with distinction on the same day! Another granddaughter in 
Devon, Jessica, aged ten is very good at riding and has won lots of 
rosettes. Veronica's mother Mary Watts (James: 1933-41) came to this 
year's reunion at Wakehurst Place and was delighted to meet up with 
her best friend from SSC, Susie Hinds (Wickenden 1933-40). They 
were both 'new girls' together at Folkestone. Mary is in close contact 
with her sister, Peggy Watts (George: 1927-33) who lives nearby in 
Worthing. Veronica is still doing lots of music, both singing and 
playing and also enjoys being Branch Leader of the Mothers' Union at 
her church. 
Email: veronica@candvwatts.co.uk 
 
Emma Lawrence (1978-86) 
Emma emailed us recently to offer us some photographs for future 
Newsletters and the website. She was at St Stephen's junior school and 
her sister. Sarah Lawrence attended the senior school for two or three 
years to do her A-levels. 
'I am so sad that our lovely school at North Foreland, Broadstairs, is no longer 
there. I am due to marry soon and was planning to take my other half to the area to 
show him the beautiful environment we went to school in, close to the beach lovely 
sports fields, etc. ' 

mailto:gene@delfhouse.plus.com
mailto:veronica@candvwatts.co.uk
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Emma was married on 23rd June, 2012 and we send her our very best 
wishes. 
Email: mcniiel3@hotmail.com 

Clare Macfie (Hicks: 1954-58) 
writes that she sees Gill Day (née Esplen) regularly as she lives close 
by and sometimes meets up with Julia Hawkins Byass (née Marno). 
Life has been a little difficult for her as her husband, Mike, has been 
suffering with a hospital-acquired infection for the past six months. At 
last he seems to be on the road to recovery. 

Email: mlhicks@mandchicks.plus.com 
 
Angela Maidment (Keeley: 1954-61)  
Angela was sorry to miss the picnic but had to be at Frogmore that day 
as she is on the Army Benevolent Fund committee. She had just 
returned from a visit to the British Virgin Islands, staying with her 
husband's brother who was working there. 
She has had some laser eye surgery, and was also expecting to undergo 
partial knee replacement later in the year. Her previous replacement 
had lasted 11½ years which she felt was a good length of time. 
Email: a.keeley288@btinternet.com 
 
Veronica Parsons (Colin: 1952-58)  
'We've been in our small cottage for almost two years now and are enjoying life in 
the country after some thirty years in a first floor Glasgow apartment. After 
reorganising the house last year, we turned our attention to the garden which had 
become an intimidating herbaceous jungle, needing far more time than we were 
prepared to give it.  The local Garden Club were invited to come and carry away 
any plants they wanted in return for a donation to charity. We then arranged a 
massive landscaping project which seemed to go on for months. The mess and mud 
were worth it, though – we now have lawns, fruit trees and raised beds for 
vegetables. I spend a lot of time cutting grass – which I actually quite enjoy. 
My husband, Andrew, is currently writing up his PhD thesis (in quantum physics). 
He is probably the oldest research student at the university but regards this as a 
challenge rather than a disadvantage! 
We are fortunate to have our daughters, their partners and two grandchildren living 
near by. Our eldest son and his family have just moved to London after many years 
in Australia – we hope they will stay in the UK permanently.' 
Email: mvc@crm.scotnet.co.uk 
 

mailto:mcniiel3@hotmail.com
mailto:mlhicks@mandchicks.plus.com
mailto:a.keeley288@btinternet.com
mailto:mvc@crm.scotnet.co.uk
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Susi Phillips (Proffit: 1961-66) 
Susi proposed that the OSSS support Raise the Roof Kenya at this 
year's AGM which was carried unanimously. Her summary of the work 
of this charity is given on page 5. 
After the Ascension Day picnic, Susi went to the Eastbourne Tennis 
championships with friends and reported that the weather was even 
more windy than usual. She found it quite an endurance test just to sit 
there. It was like being on a stormy sea in a small boat all day. 
Email: susanproffit@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Christine Pugh (Barr: 1937-42) writes that she and Anne Sturgess had 
been to see Wendy Claxton (Carter) who was very busy clearing out 
her house at Matfield. She has now moved to Leamington Spa. They 
had a happy lunch in a local pub. 
Chris, Jane Thomson and Anne Sturgess keep in touch on a regular 
basis and feel very fortunate in having been to SSC. 
 
Kate Robertson (1962-69) 
'My father died in 2009 and my mother died on Christmas Eve 2010, leaving a 
complicated literary estate to administer. My mother was a children’s author 
(Elisabeth Beresford) and creator of The Wombles, the eco-friendly recyclers who live 
on Wimbledon Common. Just before she died, Bloomsbury Books reissued the six 
Womble novels which have done remarkably well and been reprinted several times. I 
have been involved in an editorial capacity and Bloomsbury is hoping to expand the 
format which is very exciting. In addition, the island of Alderney, where my mother 
lived, is planning an exhibition this summer on her life and the Wombles to help 
boost their tourism. She would have been thrilled.  
I continue to work on editorial for other clients and enjoy life in the country, 
especially gardening. I was thrilled to win first prize for my broad beans at the 
summer show, my first win since the Junior Art Prize at SSC! For the third year 
running, Annie Tavener (née Buckmaster) came down from Suffolk to help me run 
the tombola stall at the show. As she’s been running her village fete for years, her 
help is invaluable. Annie became a first-time granny on 29th January. Last year 
Philippa Parsons (née Evans) organised a wonderful lunch at the Hurlingham 
Club to mark our form’s 60th birthdays. Those who attended were Alison 
Freeman (née Miller), Hopie Dimond ( née Simes), Liz Barnes (née 
Greig), Juliet Horgan (née Sinclair) and Sue Barker (née Harbud). I also 
saw Liz at Gubby Twigg’s (née Green) 60th birthday bash and Gerda 
Critchlow (née Macaskie).  

mailto:susanproffit@hotmail.co.uk
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It was fun to return to St Lawrence College at the kind invitation of June and John 
Binfield. I was among the first 'guinea pigs' to be bussed over to SLC to do my A 
level English Literature under the tutelage of John. It was lovely to return to a 
school I was at (however briefly) that was still standing!' 
Email: katerobertson@clara.co.uk 
 

Sheila Salmon (Morgan: 1957-61)  
Sheila had been on a wonderful cruise in October last year to the Red 
Sea - Aqaba, Sharm el Sheikh, etc. This entailed sailing through the 
Suez Canal (twice) and through Lake Timsa. She remembered 
swimming there in 1956 but that life was brought to an abrupt halt 
with the Suez Crisis in August that year which resulted in her father 
being taken hostage by the Egyptian authorities for two months. He 
returned home to the UK on Christmas Eve. In January 1957 she went 
to SSC! 
As she was a keen royalist, she had loved every bit of the Queen's 
Diamond Jubilee and had arranged for a neighbourhood gathering on 
their green. 
Email: jimandsheila.morgan@btinternet.com 
 
Anne Sturgess (Foster: 1936-42) 
We were deeply sorry to hear of the death of Anne's husband, Peter, in 
May this year. He had been suffering from various health problems 
and she was grateful to have a very supportive family – children, grand-
children and great grandchildren. 
She writes that they had been much cheered by a phone call from one 
grandson who was high in the Himalayas checking on snow leopards. 
Anne's sister, Sue, had been marvellous doing the hospital visits and 
Chris Barr and Jane Brown had been extremely helpful. 
Email: byblesrod@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Elizabeth Stoves (Carson: 1958-62) joined the OSSS earlier this year 
and wrote: 
'I’ve just received a copy of Jenny’s book and I’ll enjoy exploring the history and 
reminiscences. 
I remember Sheila Salmon, Angela Maidment, Anna Grey and Jane 
Bond among others, all of whom were in my form. I lost touch with nearly everyone 
after moving to art school in London, sensing my life was taking a very different 
turn in many ways from those of my school contemporaries but have sometimes 

mailto:katerobertson@clara.co.uk
mailto:jimandsheila.morgan@btinternet.com
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wondered how some of their lives have turned out and where they live, so I’ve been 
most interested to read (on-line) their contributions to past newsletters. 
Having lived in London, Yorkshire for a year and taught in Buckinghamshire, I’ve 
lived in or near Bath for nearly forty years and love it. I now live in a small house 
on the edge of Bath with a stunning view and lovely small garden. Two of my three 
children and their partners live in Bristol (my youngest son is an editor in Bath and 
his partner is a pharmacist). My eldest son, an environmental consultant and his 
partner, a doctor, live in Exeter. I feel very lucky in that I see them all quite a lot.'  
Email: lizcarson@btinternet.com 
 

Isabella Swift (1962-71) 
Izzy sent us a link to a really interesting website, which covers the 
archaeological excavations at St Stephen's - see page 21 in this 
Newsletter.  
Email: gamer203994@gmail.com 
 

Pat Thorne (1947-55) writes: 
'I had quite a rough time last year. I was rushed into hospital at the beginning of 
October (the day of my birthday!) and had my gall bladder out a few days later. 
Usual story, I was sent home too soon as they wanted my bed. My doctor sent me 
back to hospital a few days later and I was diagnosed with pneumonia. I was sent 
back three times after that as my doctor wasn't satisfied with my progress. I went 
into hospital weighing almost 11 stone and came home the last time before 
Christmas weighing 9 stone 6 lbs. which then dropped to 8 stone 5 lbs. However, a 
CT scan in April showed a great improvement. I now weigh 9 stone, have got my 
stamina back and feel I am eating for England! 
My stepmother died at the end of February at the age of 95. This was very upsetting 
for my half sister and myself. My (triplet) nephews are fine. Timothy finished at 
Keele University last summer (studying physiotheraphy related to sports injuries). 
Like a lot of youngsters he has struggled to find a job but hopes to start a full-time 
job in June. He has been doing some physio at Maidenhead sports club; working at 
a sports shop and also working at a BUPA hospital. He has just passed his 
driving test first time (in a thunderstorm!) so he is on a 'high' at the moment. 
Matthew is in his final year at Cambridge doing art. He is taking his finals later 
this month so is stressed! Christopher (who is autistic) has been helping out at a 
British Heart Foundation shop. Last week he started doing some voluntary work 
at the local library - one day a week to begin with, but hopefully this will increase. 
He is really enjoying working there.' 
Email: pat.thorne@btinternet.com 
 

mailto:lizcarson@btinternet.com
mailto:gamer203994@gmail.com
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Lydia Wacher (Hoare: 1949-56) 
Lydia spent her usual two months from mid-December to mid-
February with her children - Christmas in South Africa, followed by a 
month in Melbourne. Her grandson will be 14 in May and the girls 
range from nearly 12, down to 20 months. 
She keeps very busy with music activities, playing with a local concert 
wind band and a couple of orchestras, Although she no longer has a 
dog to walk herself, she takes other people's, when required. 
Email: strappfarm@btinternet.com 
 
Ginni Wincott (Darbyshire: 1964-66) writes: 
'Tom and I are still enjoying our retirement. We are both much fitter and more 
relaxed, and have had walking holidays in Austria, the Lake District and the 
North York Moors. I had a week in Provence last September with my niece and 
my sister, enjoying sun, swimming, food and wine. Then it was time to plan for 
Tom’s 60th birthday, when we had two parties, one for family and one for friends, 
both great fun. 
 I’ve become more involved in wildlife and conservation groups locally, as well as 
attending a book group regularly – all of which have been very enjoyable. 
We are still very involved in caring for Tom’s Mum, who is increasingly frail, but 
still hanging on in sheltered accommodation. My eldest sister has just celebrated her 
80th birthday, with a big family party; thankfully she is in good health. Our eldest 
daughter graduates this summer, so that is on our minds at present, especially in the 
current economic climate. 
We are just about to embark on another cruise to the Caribbean, as we enjoyed last 
year’s so much. We’re really looking forward to the sunshine after this winter!'  
Email: ginnidarbyshire@gmail.com 
 
Juliet Young (Strange: 1958-65) 
Juliet and her husband spent a month in Australia and New Zealand 
earlier this year and stayed in Sydney with Mary Buckle who was Juliet's 
best friend at SSC. We are grateful to Juliet for suggesting Wakehurst 
Place for this year's picnic venue – it was a really successful choice.  
Email: julietstrange@googlemail.com 
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RIP 

 
Vivien Kitton (Mrs Farrell: 1945-51) died in February 2012.  
Jean Burns-Thomson writes: 
'My memories of Vivien go back so many years. While at St. Stephen's she was 
always positive and fun, and if she didn't like something she would say!! She was 
popular amongst us all, her sense of humour prevailed! She was a hard worker at 
her studies and did well, but for Kitty sports and gym were a no-no!! 
Kitty remained a special friend over so many years, always caring for others. We 
remained in touch through phone and letters. She had bravely coped with her lack of 
mobility, and pulmonary emphysema to the end. Her death is a great loss to her 
family- Jeremy, her son and his wife Jane and their three daughters, and also to 
myself.' 

Elizabeth (Liz) Brownlie Burnyeat (Liz) (1933-39) died on 
December 19th 2011, aged 88, at Vancouver General Hospital. She 
was predeceased by her two sisters, Anne and Jill, and survived by her 
nephew Nigel in Greece, and niece Lindsay in the U.K. Liz was born in 
Wakefield, Yorkshire in the U.K. She joined the Women's Royal Navy 
Service (WRENS) on July 15th, 1942 and served as Wren, Leading 
Wren and Petty Officer Wren until December 3, 1945. Most notably, 
she worked on the Enigma project at Bletchley Park breaking the Nazi 
coded messages to the U-boats. In 2010 she was thanked by the Prime 
Minister, and awarded a commemorative brooch and the Freedom of  
Bletchley Park. Liz immigrated to Canada in October 1959, and 
became a Canadian citizen on April 14th 1967. Liz worked for many 
years at the Catholic Children's Aid Society. After her retirement she 
travelled widely within Canada, to the U.K. and the Far East. Liz 
retained her sense of  humour and interest in the world and local 
events.  
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           Liz's niece, Lindsay Wyles, emailed us to let us know about her 
aunt's death. She and her brother had written a short piece for Liz' 
Celebration of Life in January 2012, part of which we reproduce below: 
 
'Liz lived to a great age and saw many changes in the world. Who would have 
thought that the convent-educated school girl with pigtails would end up driving a 
mobility scooter in her later years? However we should not have been surprised 
considering all the other things she achieved in her life. 
With the advent of the Second World War Liz found herself on active duty in the 
WRNS serving at Bletchley Park. She did not talk about it until it became 
permissible so to do. What a feat. 
Liz decided to look to pastures new and a move to Canada followed. However she 
continued to make return visits to the UK to visit friends and family on a regular 
basis. Her last visit was in 1998. As well as visiting the UK Liz became a 
globetrotter – numerous photographs were taken wherever she went and copies were 
always sent to our mother. Destinations that spring to mind include Easter Island - 
we remember thinking how unusual this was. Wherever she went she always sent us 
postcards. 
Liz was passionate about causes that she supported, whether it was the residents' 
association or the plight of UK pensioners living overseas.  
We first visited Liz in Canada in 1974 where we managed to travel across two 
provinces and back again in two weeks with Liz at the wheel. I will never forget the 
black bear and the garbage bin! We have both made subsequent visits to Canada 
and Lindsay was last over in 2009.' 
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NEWS ROUNDUP 

Double blessing at Cuddesdon  
(extract from article by Margaret Duggan, Church Times, 25th November 2011) 
Two bishops blessed two identical foundation stones recently at Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon, Oxford. The Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd John 
Pritchard, dedicated a stone for a new education centre that includes a 
lecture theatre and student accommodation. It will also provide a new 
home for five elderly Sisters of the Community of St John the Baptist, 
long known as the Clewer Sisters, who are giving up their large 
Begbroke Priory, near Kidlington, where they have been since 2001. 
The building will be called Harriet Monsell House, in memory of the 
founder of that community in 1852, and the Sisters will share much of 
their life with the ordinands while they carry on their own parish work, 
running retreats and quiet days. 
The Bishop of Gloucester, the Rt Revd Michael Perham, who is 
chairman of the governors of the College, then blessed an identical 
foundation stone for an architecturally remarkable new chapel for the 
College, dedicated to Bishop Edward King, a former Principal of the 
College. It will, I am told, 'provide a stunning new worship space in the 
heart of the college community'. Both stones have been carved with 
the Lamb and Flag, the symbol of John the Baptist, by a well-known 
local stonemason, Bill Brown. In the past 62 years, he has produced 
many gargoyles and grotesques for Oxford colleges, besides carving the 
gravestones of Winston Churchill and Queen Elizabeth, the Queen 
Mother. 

We Didn't Have Time To Be Scared 
This new production from New York was written by Andrew Geha 
and was part of the Edinburgh Festival Fringe in August last year. It 
tells the story of Lucy and Inge Fischer who left Vienna in 1938 on the 
arrival of the Nazis and were sent to St Stephen's for one year.  
Three of us went to the penultimate performance of the show in the 
Quaker Meeting House and thoroughly enjoyed it. The central part of 
the show was loosely based on the two girls' different experiences at St. 
Stephen's. Specifically, Lucy loved it and had fun, while Inge did not 
get along with the other girls and wanted to be with her parents. We 
were privileged to meet Lucy Fischer Waldstein, on whose experiences 
the play was based.  


