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EDITORIAL 
 

August 2010 
 

We hope you enjoy this year's edition of the OSSS Newsletter. Thank 
you very much for all your news and photographs. 
 
Our London AGM and Reunion took place last October and was 
followed by another delightful Ascension Day Picnic at Begbroke in 
May this year. We include short accounts of both events in the 
Newsletter. 
 
Please note that there will not be a Picnic at Begbroke next year as the 
Sisters are preparing for their move to Cuddesdon. The next OSSS 
Reunion will be held in London – we are thinking about bringing it 
forward to May, 2011 rather than holding it in October, but will let you 
know a definite date and venue in good time.  
 
We hope to be invited to Cuddesdon in due course, but in the interim, 
if anyone has a suggestion for a good Ascension Day picnic venue, 
please let us know.  
 
With every good wish, 
 
Veronica Colin (née Parsons) 
(Hon Secretary) 
 

 
SSC website address 

http://www.ststephensbroadstairs.org.uk/ 
You can access back numbers of the OSSS Newsletter (from 2004 to 
2009) on our website. You can also see photographs of the 2009 and 
2010 Begbroke Picnics and pictures of Taplow Court. Please use these 
links: 
http://picasaweb.google.com/baboon17/BegbrokePicnic2009?feat=directlink 
 
http://picasaweb.google.co.uk/baboon17/BegbrokePicnic201002?feat=directlink 
 
http://picasaweb.google.com/baboon17/TaplowCourt02?feat=directlink 
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OSSS AGM AND REUNION 
Saturday 10th October, 2009 

St Peter’s, Eaton Square, London  
 

Our 2009 AGM and Reunion took place in our usual London venue at 
St Peter’s, near Victoria. We enjoyed a delicious buffet lunch (with 
wine) and talked a great deal! 
 
As usual, we kept the AGM business as short as possible. Heather 
Ingram (Bowyer) (Chairman) welcomed everyone to the meeting and 
Veronica Parsons (Colin) (Secretary) gave a brief membership report. 
Patsy Smith (Rogers) (Treasurer) tabled the OSSS Accounts for 2008-
2009 which showed a closing balance of £2,741.58. 
 
 The meeting agreed to continue donating to the Oxford Mission and 
maintain the OSSS group membership of the Friends of CSJB. We also 
agreed to reduce the price of The Story of St Stephen's College to £10 
including postage and packing.  
 
The next scheduled OSSS Reunion was the Begbroke Ascension Day 
Picnic in May 2010. We agreed that the London AGM and Reunion 
should be postponed to 2011 – the date and venue will be announced 
in January 2011 when subscription reminders are sent out. 
 
The OSSS Officers and Committee members were all re-elected 
unanimously to serve for a further year. 
 
Those attending: 
June Binfield, Heather Bowyer (Ingram), Diana Caley (Laurence), 
Veronica Colin (Parsons), Ginni Darbyshire (Wincott), Genefer Denne 
(Laurence), Daphne Gildeh (Balston), Susan Goodall (Sturgess), Julia 
Hawkings-Byass (Marno), Clare Hicks (Macfie), Lydia Hoare (Wacher), 
Mary James (Watts), Angela Keeley (Maidment), Angela Logan (Innes), 
Sheila Morgan (Salmon), Sue Pegrum (Dinwiddy), Susi Proffit 
(Phillips), Patsy Rogers (Smith), Sally Smith, Juliet Strange (Young), 
Hilary Sunnucks (Loft) and Veronica Watts (James).  
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Ascension Day Picnic at the Priory, Begbroke 
Thursday, 13th May, 2010 

 
Our second Picnic at Begbroke was as enjoyable as the first and we are 
extremely grateful to the Sisters for their hospitality. We sat in the sun 
under the apple trees, enjoying delicious food, greeting old friends and 
catching up on everyone's news. It was good to see a number of people 
who had never been to a Reunion before.   
 
The afternoon finished with a short service of thanksgiving in the 
Chapel, led by Sr Ann Verena, Community Leader, and Sr Mary 
Stephen. We appreciated being able to say what had made the day 
special for us - and being able to choose our favourite hymns. 
 
Sadly, this will be our last Picnic at Begbroke as the Sisters are starting 
to prepare for their move to Cuddesdon. We hope that we can visit 
them there in due course and maintain our link with the Community. 
In the interim, we would like to keep our Picnic tradition alive and 
would welcome suggestions for a good place to gather in 2012-13? 
 
Those attending the picnic included: 
Sue Allen (Barrow), Christine Barr (Pugh), Heather Bowyer (Ingram), 
Jane Brown (Thompson), Veronica Colin (Parsons) Andrew Colin, 
Philippa Cutter (Young), David Cutter, Ginni Darbyshire (Wincott), 
Anne Foster (Sturgess), Sarah Fraser (Slocombe), Anna Glazebrook 
(Hood), Susan Goodall (Sturgess), Lydia Hoare (Wacher), Joan Hughes 
(Canning), Bridget Kitchen (Hayward), Jeanne Love (Austin) Bob 
Love, Hilary Mills (Chitty), Andy Mills, Jill Murray-Smith (Bathurst), 
Sue Pegrum (Dinwiddy), Valerie Phelps (Doble), Margaret Potter 
(Tingey), Patsy Rogers (Smith), Sally Smith, Veronica Watts (James) 
and Honor Widdell (Paterson) 
 
(I apologise for any errors in the lists of those attending Reunions – I always forget 
to make a note of exactly who is present.  Ed.) 
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THE PRIORY, BEGBROKE 
Community News 

 
The Community is no longer fronted by a Leadership Team but now 
has a new Community Leader. In November 2009, Sr Ann Verena 
CJGS was installed as leader by John Pritchard, Bishop of Oxford, who 
is also the Community's Bishop Visitor. Chaplain Lister put together a 
special liturgy for the occasion and the service was attended by a small 
gathering of local friends and leaders of the religious communities in 
the Oxford area. 

After a rush of meetings and interminable detail, the Ripon College 
planning application for a chapel, teaching and accommodation block, 
and a convent was finally approved by the District Council in June 
2010. 

Sr Evelyn Theresa CJGS died peacefully on 7th January 2010. She had 
her 89th birthday on Christmas Eve and had been lovingly cared for in 
a local nursing home. She will be remembered for her infectious love 
of nature, her kindness and encouragement. She would often notice 
when anyone was feeling low, and say something that would help. 

Sr Monica moved to Chiswick in January. She wanted to move while 
she felt she could really enjoy the activities available to residents and is 
having almost a new lease of life. The Community misses her and Sr 
Elizabeth Jane has valiantly taken over the role of sacristan. 

Commemoration Day took place on July 8th 2010 with Bishop John 
Pritchard as guest preacher. This was probably the Community's last 
Commemoration Day at Begbroke. 

 
Cats Corner  
Sr Jane Olive writes that Benedict and Tabitha are well. At one point, 
Tabby was getting too fat owing to her ability to con the sisters into 
giving her extra rations, but she was put on a gentle diet and is now a 
lot slimmer – no longer waddling down the stairs.  The cats' lives are 
very quiet and ordinary now that there are no resident dogs on the 
estate.  
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Christa Sevika Sangha 
(Handmaids of Christ) 

 Bangladesh 
 

(The OSSS sends an annual donation to the Oxford Mission, earmarked for the 
Scholarship Fund at Barisal and Jobarpar.) 

 
The President of the Oxford Mission, the Rt. Revd Bill Down, was 
delighted to receive an invitation from the Moderator of the Church of 
Bangladesh (CoB), Bishop Paul Sarker, to attend and take part in the 
consecration of the new Bishop of Kushtia, the Rt Revd Sunil 
Mankhin. Bishop Sunil is from the Garo tribe and the first Garo priest 
to be elected as Bishop.  
Bishop Down stayed with the Sisters of the Christa Sevika Sangha in 
Barisal for three days in November 2009 during his visit to Bangladesh. 
 
Mother Susila, Superior CSS, gives an account of his visit: 
 
 'It was good to meet Bishop Bill Down again, though his time was 
taken up mainly with meetings. However, in between those, the St 
Mary's Home girls presented dances and songs, and there was lots of 
laughter to cheer everyone up.  
Most of us went to Haluaghat in two buses for Bishop Sunil's 
consecration on 8 November. He is a Garo so there was much 
excitement among the Garo Sisters, Ruth and Salome, and the girls 
from that area. There were Garo hymns and songs and many people 
were greeting each other in Garo - for example 'Naya Nami 
Doungama' which means 'how are you?' The Bishop had worked at 
Jobarpar for four years before he went to Dhaka to study theology so 
many of the little boys remembered him. Jobarpar is a suitable 'nursery' 
preparation for those who wish to become priests. 
Work continues as usual. Everyone is happy as the matriculation 
results are good. In St Mary's there are 40 women and in Jobarpar 
there are 70 girls in the hostel and 15 in the playgroup. We had a fairly 
good harvest and sowed seed on all our land. The farmyard grows and 
we have two new calves, Shiki (meaning 'happy') and Joy.' 

 
Please remember the Sisters of the Christa Sevika Sangha and the 

work of the Oxford Mission in your prayers.
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Old Girls' News 
August 2010 

(Married names and SSC dates are given in brackets. We also give the email 
addresses of those who have used this method to contact us.) 
 
Jill Bathurst (Murray-Smith: 1949-57) writes: 
'Here in the Cotswolds we have had a very cold winter with a lot of 
snow. The local shops in the village did a brilliant job, supplying many 
more customers than usual, and I was glad to have my late husband's 
walking pole to aid me when I ventured out. When spring returns I 
marvel every year at how lovely it is here in the countryside and how 
lucky I am to live here.  
As my daughters live elsewhere now, one in Surrey and one in 
Hertfordshire, I visit them or they come to me as often as possible. My 
grandchildren range in age from 14 to one year, six months with a 12-
year old and a four-year old in between. They are all a great joy to me. 
This year will be my 70th birthday so we will have a celebratory lunch 
for family and friends in a local hotel. 
I am looking forward to a painting course with friends in Cornwall in 
September and also a trip to Lake Orta and Molvina in Italy.' 
 
Andoni Beaven (Cameron: 1961-66) writes: 
'I thought I'd drop a line as I just found the website - and loved 
looking through the photos of SSC.   
I moved to the States in 1967, returned to England for a few years and 
finally returned to the States, was married, and settled down in 
Colorado.  I live in the NW corner of the state, by a ski resort - 
Steamboat Springs.  I travel to England to visit family once in a while, 
and occasionally they travel here (in fact, some were just here, and in 
talking about the old days, I found the SSC website.)  I have two sons 
and one grandchild at the moment, soon to increase to three by the 
end of the year.  I've not managed to stay in touch with anyone from 
school. 
Classmates whose names I have remembered are:  Rosie Symes, 
Roberta Evans, Charlotte Robins (who had an older sister, Carole), 
Victoria Secretan, Penny Fletcher, Patience Parish, Juliet Young, 
Susan Brewster, Anthea Jackson, Jane Mulliner and Helen 
Togba.  I remember Sheila Salmon, although she was not in the same 
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year. I remember some of the teachers and sisters too, including Miss 
Bates who taught maths, Mrs Binfield,   
history, Sister Catherine, Head, Mrs Robinson, music and  Mrs. 
Hobbes, needlework. I also remember Dormouse, and Miss Humphrey 
(Humbug). Who could forget Miss Parlby - and I enjoyed seeing her 
picture!'    
Email: andoni.cameron@gmail.com 
 
Amanda Bennett (Voizey: 1954-61) writes: 
'It was good to be in contact with Sheila Morgan (Salmon) for the 
first time since we left school. Sheila saw the announcement of my 
mother's death in the newspaper and kindly wrote to me. On a happier 
note, our first grandchild, Stuart, was born in July last year. He lives 
with his parents in Whitstable so we are fortunate in being able to see 
him a lot. Our daughter-in-law is American, so Stuart has already been 
on two trips to the States.' 
 
Jackie Berchier (Downes: 1944-53) writes from Chichester: 
'The main drama for me in 2009 was on April 17th while watching 
television. I noticed a pinkish glow coming from outside my window. I 
thought it was a pink evening sky (8.10 pm) but then there was a 
terrific bang, flames shot up in the air and our car port was in flames. 
One car after another exploded. Flames rushed across the car port, 
destroying it and seven cars. We were evacuated for the rest of the 
evening - the fire service and police were amazing. Being so prompt, 
the rest of the building was saved but it took until just three days 
before Christmas for the carport to be rebuilt as new, the tiles coming 
from France. Amazingly, after ten years here with a car, I'd given it to 
my sister just two weeks before the fire. It was arson – a device planted 
in one of the car but no one was caught.' 
 
Barbara Blake (Aldridge: 1929-35) thinks that she must be the oldest 
Old Girl! She is 91 and still living in her own house. Sadly, all her close 
school friends are no longer alive. She is not sure whether there is 
anyone of her generation still living, but, if so, would love to hear from 
them. Her eldest daughter, Antonia, is living near her, also in Hythe. 
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Jane Bowley (Yates: 1949-56) 
Jane was disappointed not to be able to come to the Picnic at 
Begbroke this year. The date clashed with a pensioner's luncheon club 
which she runs. As she has recently lost two cooks, she was 
responsible for cooking the lunch that day.  
'We cook for 40 and it isn't easy to get cooks who are all volunteers. I 
have been doing it for 27 years, so I am used to it!' 
Her husband, Richard, is keeping well. He is able to take a few services 
each month, is a chaplain at Salisbury Cathedral and a school governor. 
Jane and Richard went on a cruise at the end of April which they find a 
very relaxing type of holiday. 
 
Angela Buckwell (Bollen: 1947-53) writes from Holland to say that 
she did enjoy seeing old friends last year at the Begbroke Reunion; this 
year, her cousin's re-emerging cancer took priority. 
'Both my sons-in-law have their jobs. Paula has sold her car and goes 
in for travelling whenever she can get away. Karen will have been a 
radiotherapist for 25 years this autumn and (unfortunately) there's 
plenty of work there. Sonja, as adviser for amateur musicians in the 
Province of Flevoland, may have some trouble as she has State Subsidy 
money to dispense where she thinks best – but luckily both political 
parties believe that man cannot live by bread alone.' 
Angela was allowed to babysit for Rosa (now 5¾) for a week. Paula 
took her to yoga because accompanying adults have to sit on the 
ground and Angela finds this impossible. Rosa commented that it was 
not easy for her either 'as you have to sit completely still.' Melijn, six 
months younger, was involved in an accident while travelling on the 
back of his father's bike, but luckily was not badly injured. 
 
Joan Canning (Hughes: 1934-41) is still running the fund-raising 
charity for Warwickshire and Coventry Historic Churches, but hopes 
finally to be able to resign this year. There are now 17 in the family 
(amazing!), one in Afghanistan.  
 
Wendy Claxton (Carter: 1939-45) 
Wendy and Richard celebrated their Golden Wedding in 2009 with 
about 100 relatives and friends, including eighteen of their immediate 
family. Wendy's brother travelled from South Africa – a marvellous 
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surprise. The party was held in the garden of their son and daughter-in-
law's house at Penshurst and was a really happy occasion. 
Wendy's eldest granddaughter starts at Exeter University this autumn 
after a gap year. Five other grandchildren are at secondary school and 
two at primary school. 
Although they have many problems to resolve, Wendy and Richard 
continue to count their blessings. 
Wendy would love to hear from any Old Girls. Her phone number is: 
01892 723515 
 
Mary Cobbe (Bradshaw: 1963-66)  
Ginni Wincott contacted Mary about the Begbroke picnic, but 
unfortunately she was unable to come. She hopes to manage a Reunion 
in the future as she plans to drops some more days from her teaching 
load. She has also started up a business, Mary Cobbe's Preserves, which 
she says keeps her out of mischief! 
Email: info@marycobbespreserves.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frances Colyer (1957-59) 
Frances is still teaching drama, examining and adjudicating. She 
travelled to Sri Lanka in July to adjudicate at a drama festival. 
Email: francolyer@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Mary Cox (Kempster: 1938-47) writes: 
'John and I are now living permanently in Wellington, New Zealand 
and are enjoying the many relatives and catching up with old-time 
friends of the 1950s. We can now grow old gracefully without the fear 
of either of our offspring having one day to travel half way around the 
world to dig us out from the 40 years plus of occupation in our family 
home in Alderley Edge, Cheshire. Our address is: 25 Cooper Street, 
Karori, Wellington 6012 and I would be very interested to see anyone 
who knew me at SSC.' 
Email: mary.kempster@googlemail,com 
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Rebecca Davey (1964-68) writes: 
'The last twelve months have been busy for great aunty Becca with the 
arrival of a second great-nephew. We have a new 'tradition' that has me 
creating cross-stitch pictures to celebrate each birth so I had two to 
stitch in 2009. The tally is four little 'greats' with perhaps more in the 
planning. 
My English niece visited Melbourne at Easter and we enjoyed getting 
to know each other better and have established a strong friendship. 
Her ancient auntie is allowed to keep up with the gossip via Facebook 
but I did score points for being cool because of my motorbike!' 
 
Alyson Denny (c 1970) emailed us with a query about an old friend, 
Beverly Boardman. Alyson was SSC for only two years. Previously at 
Battle Abbey, she was shipped off to SSC by her parents with a large 
carrot on the end of the proverbial stick – her horse. SSC had stables 
then, so that did the trick! Miss Selby-Lowndes was head at the time. 
Her best friend was Princess Zein Nasser of Jordan and they formed 
quite a creative duo, giving the teachers a run for their money. 
Alyson has written The Killian Star series of novels, published in the 
States. Full details can be found on her website: www.killianstar.com 
Email: killianstar@mac.com 
 
Susan Dinwiddy (Pegrum: 1953-57) 
Sue wrote last September to say that her husband, Jim, had passed 
away in July, which had been a massive life change for her. She was 
very blessed with support from friends and relations. Her daughter, 
Catherine, lives nearby.  Sue came to the OSSS Reunion in London last 
October, and then travelled to Canada on family business. Her old 
house and the countryside in fall looked so inviting she felt she could 
almost move back. 
She sent us some information about the Bideford Street Pastors, which 
she supports by helping on the Prayer Team and in the new Drop-in 
Centre in Bideford.  
'My son-in-law's uncle is the Street Pastor Coordinator in Bideford. He 
helped to launch SPs in Barnstable and we're now getting started with 
the training in Bude. This will make is easier to get home at 5am!'  
Sue also takes computer lessons at the local library and helps with the 
over-60s lunch club at a local Methodist Lunch club twice a month. 
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When she is less busy, she hopes to join the bird-watching club and do 
some walking. It was good to see her at Begbroke in May. 
 
Wendy Donaldson (Roles: 1941-53) wrote to say that a peculiar, 
unusual and little-known hip disease had had her on crutches for the 
past eight months in considerable pain so life had changed out of all 
recognition. She has now had both hips replaced and is still managing 
lots of singing and playing string quartets. Val Bather, who also lives 
in Sunningdale, has been her guardian angel and has ministered to all 
her shopping needs, etc. 
 

Jane East (Lindsay: 1957-61) enjoyed the online OSSS update. 'I was 
Jane East, then Barnes. My husband, Keith, died in 1987. I am now 
Lindsay. Brian and I were married in 1989. I now live near Toronto, 
Canada, very close to Lake Ontario. I have three lovely grandchildren, 
plus three step grandchildren! I cannot believe I am nearly 65. Where, 
oh where, have all the years gone? 
I have seen Jane Bond and Pat Gardner on visits home but have not 
been back since my father died in 2007. Sheila Salmon contacted me 
when she saw his obituary in the paper and remembered me which was 
really nice. 
We are soon off on a cruise to the Caribbean to get some warm 
sunshine though it has not been a bad winter for us, unlike yours! I 
would be delighted to meet anyone who comes to Toronto.' 
Email: janelindsay79@gmail.com 
 
Paula Greatbatch (Dickie: 1944-51)  
Paula maintains a worldwide correspondence with her many friends 
which she intends to continue as long as she can. She appreciates being 
in regular touch with Jennifer Hillard (Tudor), Philippa Young 
(Cutter) and Jane Bowley (Yates) who have all visited her in Gore, 
New Zealand. 
She was delighted to rediscover her signed 21st birthday key from the 
party held in Ealing Church Hall in 1955. There were four SSC names 
– Jackie Berchier, Angela Buckwell, Vivien Kitton and Bridget 
Candells; Paula still keeps in contact with Angela. 
She reported (in June) that it had been a very cold winter with frosty 
spells but there had been some warm sunshine and it was fun to watch 
the bulbs gradually bursting into flower. Fortunately, Paula can still 
enjoy her own home and reasonable independence with regular trips 
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up town to keep in circulation. She is still able to manage with some 
help in her house and garden. 
So far in 2010, sixteen copies of her local history book have been sold 
and she has found it particularly interesting to meet most of the 
purchasers, including a retired farmer from Perth in Scotland whose 
distant cousins were related to pioneering farmers near Gore. 
Paula kindly sent a short piece about Christine Turk who died in July, 
2009. This is included at the end of the Newsletter. 
 
Gillian Harmsworth (Miller-Thomas: 1953-56) 
Gillian (Puff) was sorry not to be able to attend the picnic in May, but 
as she lives near Ashford, in Kent, she felt it was a long way to come. 
She would love to hear from any of her former classmates.  
Email: info@beechcourtgardens.co.uk 
 
Elizabeth Home (1942-46) writes:  
'The highlight of last year was going up to the Scottish Clan Gathering 
in Edinburgh – the first one for many years. It was held in the Park by 
Holyrood Palace. About 140 clans took part in glorious weather and 
every clan had their own tent with standards flying. There were Pipe 
Band displays, Highland Games, Scottish dancing and a run up 
Arthur's Seat. HRH Prince Charles opened the Gathering in the 
morning. At the end of the day 8,000 clansmen marched up the Royal 
Mile to the Castle, watched by 20,000 people. I even heard a shout of 
'Liz' and there amongst all those people was a friend from the Lacrosse 
world.' 
 
Heather Ingram (Bowyer: 1961-65) 
Heather's first grandchild, Thomas, was born in May 2009. 
 
Ann Kitton (Lady Riches: 1940-46)  
Ann's busy schedule included Bishop Tutu preaching in Westminster 
Abbey to celebrate Florence Nightingale's Centenary which meant she 
was unable to attend the Begbroke Reunion. She has now been 
working for the NHS for over fifty years, at Great Ormond Street and 
Barts and the Royal London Hospitals, which, she says, keeps her brain 
active. Her granddaughter, Lucy, is studying at the University of 
Newcastle and her grandson, Harry, graduated from the University of 
Edinburgh in June. 
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Celia Kitton (Kemp: 1953-56) writes: 
'All is well here - the grandchildren grow fast. The two in Chile are 
now ten and eight and the two in Victoria are nearly eight and six. We 
manage to see the ones here a few times a year but haven't seen the 
'South Americans' for over five years and miss them very much. We 
did manage to catch up with Tim, our son, in January 2009 as we were 
in Los Angeles to catch the Queen Victoria across the Pacific back to 
Sydney and he happened to be in town for a conference.  We had a 
lovely dinner and chat but it was much too short.  He still works for 
Princess Cruises and is doing very well with them.  Andrew and Sophie 
are settled in Victoria with their two, Tom and Jess and seem happy 
near Albury. We went down at Easter to help look after the children 
during the school holidays. 
We are hoping to come to UK later this year - we haven't been since 
2006 and I think this may be the last trip.  My brother, Michael is 75 
this year and I would like to see him.' 
Email: cmike@idx.com.au 
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Veronica James (Watts: 1957-62) wrote: 
'In September 2009 we went on a wonderful cruise in the 
Mediterranean to celebrate our Ruby Wedding. It was a music cruise 
with Felicity Lott and 11 other superb musicians, including a string 
quartet from Romania, a harpist, a viola player, two pianists and other 
singers. We had over 16 concerts on the ship! We also visited some 
very interesting places including Florence, Rome, Valencia and Lisbon.    
Chris recently discovered that he had a half sister in Australia! They 
met when she came over last year and in August this year, he is going 
over to visit her in Sydney. 
Our newest grandchild, Samuel, is now one and I have been looking 
after him once a week while Abigail works. He’s a very happy little boy 
and very good. 
Chris and I continue to be busy with church and musical activities and 
have sung in several cathedrals with our church choir.' 
Email: veronica@candvwatts.co.uk 
 
Jenny Maude (Chesshyre: 1958-65) tells us that their daughter, Emily, 
(beneficiary of the Popham Legacy) gave birth to a son, Sebastian, last 
October – their first grandchild. Emily plans to return to paediatrics at 
Exeter Hospital after her maternity leave. 
Email: jennychess@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
Veronica Parsons (Colin: 1952-58) 
'Andrew and I are still trying to keep up our long-distance walking. In 
March, we explored the Cowal Peninsula and at one point found 
ourselves trudging through a remote forest in deep snow – which 
rapidly turned to rain as soon as we dropped down to sea level.  In 
April, Andrew had to undergo a course of radiotherapy for prostate 
cancer. As far as we know, this has been entirely successful and life is 
rapidly returning to normal. 
We are now looking forward to a big family reunion next year as we 
have three events to celebrate - our Golden Wedding, Andrew's 75th 
and my 70th birthdays.'  
Email: mvc@crm.scotnet.co.uk 
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Christine Pugh (Barr: 1937-42)  
Chris meets up with Anne Foster (Sturgess) and Jane Brown 
(Thompson) for a pub lunch regularly and they come to her house of 
New Year's Day. She really appreciates their friendship. Last May, 
Chris had a successful hip replacement in the Horder Centre, 
Crowborough, and was home in three days. 

Sue Russell (Lady Fenn: 1948-54) writes: 

'Last year we had a fantastic gathering here for our Golden Wedding 
including my brother and twelve of his children and grandchildren 
flying over from California for it! This summer will be a much more 
modest gathering of our children and grandchildren in June. We are 
hoping for good weather as we shall again have to have tents in the 
garden for the over spill – though not the nine we needed last July! 
Nick and I have no plans to go away soon because we are going to lead 
a group from our church to Burma and Bangladesh next January. (Our 
parish is linked with the diocese of Myitkyina in Upper Burma and the 
Bishop has invited a group to visit and see how they’ve spent the 
money we’ve sent them. In Bangladesh we support the Centre for the 
Rehabilitation of the Paralysed and they too have asked us to visit 
them). Since our elder son and his family are in Brunei we shall add on 
a side trip to visit them. This year we save the pennies! Life in Marden 
continues to keep us very (too?) busy and we go less and less to 
London.'  
Email: susan.fenn@btinternet.com 
 
Sheila Salmon (Morgan: 1957-61)  
Sheila and Jim celebrated their 40th Wedding Anniversary with 40 
friends and family at a lunch at the local Golf Club last October and 
were delighted that so many people made long journeys to be with 
them.  
They now go on cruises, which is better for Jim now that he is partially 
sighted. In July 2009 they went to Iceland, the Faroes and Ireland and 
in February this year went to the Canaries. At Madeira, they were in 
Funchal the day before the awful landslides they experienced. In fact, 
the weather was so bad the next day they could not go in to the next 
port of call as there was a force 8 gale – a little bumpy! 
Sheila is still a volunteer for her local Hospice Shop and continues to 
enjoy her membership of National Association of Decorative and Fine 
Arts Societies (NADFAS). 
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Email: jimandsheila.morgan@btinternet.com 
 
Margaret Seymour (1946-51) wrote to say that she has now become 
rather a stay-at-home. She finds travelling to London unpleasant with 
massive overcrowding on the underground and pavements equally 
crowded. Locally, Enfield has a lot to offer, with new roadside trees 
replacing older ones in some areas; special funds have been set aside 
for this work. The libraries in Enfield and in Bush Hill Park have both 
had has had massive refurbishments. Bush Hill Park library now has 
much more room for children, readers and computer users. 
 
Anne Sturgess (Foster: 1936-42) writes: 
'We are lucky to keep well in spite of my husband's 90 years, and enjoy 
our holidays – gentle walking in the Lakes and Dorset, visiting family 
near Geneva and Friends in Southern France. We keep in close contact 
with our ten grandchildren and are grateful for the email to those in 
far-flung places. Our two 'great-grands' are living near us so we can 
watch them grow up. 
I work in the village school one morning a week, attend painting 
classes and the U3A Science lectures – all very interesting. Jane 
Brown, Chris Barr and I lunch together fairly frequently and I am 
lucky to have my sister, Susan, close by. At the moment we are 
expecting a visit from our youngest sister who lives in California.'  
Email: byblesrod@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Katherine Isabella (Izzy) Swift (1963-1971) sent copies of some 
photographs taken when she visited SSC in 1985. She was puzzled by a 
mysterious shadow appearing in one of then and remembered being 
told by a prefect that SSC was haunted by a nun who had died in tragic 
circumstances. Was there any substance to this rumour? 
(I used to invent unlikely stories to terrify the juniors when I was a prefect but am 
not guilty of this one – honest!. Ed.) 
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Jane Thompson (Brown: 1934-41) writes: 
'Anne Foster, Christine Barr and I are lucky to live within easy 
driving distance of each other and recently had a reunion at our local 
pub. I used to so enjoy visiting Joan Hughes (Canning) but she lives 
in Warwickshire which is too far for me to drive. It was lovely to see 
her at the Ascension Day Picnic at Begbroke.' 
 
Anthea Van der Gucht (Del Mar: 1958-66) writes: 
'My life swings between grandchildren (seven under seven) and further 
education. Thanks to June Binfield, my degree was in History which 
has become a lifelong interest, but I have always read a huge amount 
and wanted to have some more structure in my reading. I am therefore 
doing a course in English Literature at the Dept for Continuing 
Education in Oxford. It's only one day a week, and at the end of two 
years, if you pass the exams, you have the equivalent of the first year of 
an English Literature degree.  
I have absolutely loved my first year, but sadly have had to put the 
second on hold as I am caring for a cousin was who suddenly 
diagnosed with advanced lung cancer in August. My husband works 
from home and is very involved with the local Lord Mayor Treloar's 
School for seriously disabled children. 
My sister Annabel is the same as ever – great fun. Two of her children 
are off and away and Liza has one more year at school. 
Mike and I always have a few days with Genevra Richardson and her 
husband once a year. This year there were some demon croquet 
competitions – the Del Mars did not shine. I meet Philippa Hamlyn 
(Bowley) in London a couple of times a year which I much enjoy.' 
 
Lydia Wacher (Hoare: 1949-56) 
Lydia spent five weeks with her daughter and family in South Africa at 
Christmas, which meant she escaped all the snow and ice in Somerset. 
After a brief spell at home, she then flew to Melbourne to visit her son 
and family for four weeks, to be greeted by blue skies, sunshine and 
daffodils on her return. 
She managed a few days walking in Scotland in May, staying with 
Veronica Colin and being introduced to some of the more scenic 
stretches of the West Highland Way. 
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Ginni Wincott (Darbyshire: 1962-66) writes: 
'Thankfully we had a less eventful year in 2009. I celebrated my 60th 
with my immediate family, my two sisters and one of my great nieces, 
at a luxury hotel - lovely, on a golden autumn weekend.  
Our daughters continue to spread their wings; Laura is now in her 
second year at Dundee, and is doing well and enjoying student life. She 
is involved in acting, and the student Drama Society took a sketch to 
the Edinburgh Festival last summer. Grace, who is now in her last year 
in the Sixth Form, is also into acting, and she too was at Edinburgh. 
They both had a fantastic time. Rather perversely, Tom and I took the 
opportunity to have a week in Austria while they were away! This was 
our first holiday on our own for 20 years, and we walked and climbed 
to our heart's content. 
This year will see Tom retire from headship, but I am continuing with 
librarianship for the foreseeable future. All being well, Grace will go to 
university this autumn. Tom will be able to spend more time with his 
parents, who need increasing care and intervention.' 
Email: ginni@tesco.net 
 
Philippa Woods (Wedderburn Ogilvy: 1946-52) writes: 
'We celebrated our Golden Wedding on 15th August, 2009 with a 
lunch and had a small marquee on the lawn, a caterer and 58 guests.  
This included our three daughters, their husbands and fivegrandsons.  
It also included three members of my form, Jenny Day (Andrewes), 
Prue Milling (Irvine) and Angela Bollen (Buckwell) who came over 
from Holland.  Pip Grey-Edwards (Deane) was to have come but, 
very sadly she had a stroke in March and was not well enough. I have 
kept up with all four ever since we left SSC in 1952 and we have seen 
quite a bit of each other over the years. 
We had a wonderful trip to the Galapagos Islands in May as part of the 
celebrations.  It is an amazing experience but is quite energetic.  We 
snorkelled for over an hour every day, sometimes with sealions and 
turtles, and kayaked, and had long walks over volcanic lava which is 
very difficult terrain.  An unforgettable holiday.' 
Email: p.ogilvy@tesco.net  
 
Juliet Young (Strange: 1958-65) wrote to say that she was planning to 
meet up with Mary Buckle this summer. 'She and I were best friends 
at school and I lost touch with her for more than 30 years. She traced 
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me through Friends Reunited. She has lived in Australia all this time 
but will be visiting an ailing aunt in the UK.'.  
Email: julietstrange@googlemail.com 
 

 
The following people have found our website and would like to 
track down old SSC friends. Can you help?  
 
Alyson Denny would like to contact Beverley Boardman, who lived in 
Broadstairs next to the Castle Keep Hotel. 
Email: killianstar@mac.com 
 
Pam Hennell would be interested in news of Linda Spurrier, Jackie 
and Jenny Maude. 'Jenny was head girl and Jackie vice head, when I was in the 
6th form. I have seen Liz Yates and she remembers everyone. I was known as Polly 
at school (Pamela Olley)' 
Email: dawnhemmell@hotmail.com 
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NEWS ROUNDUP 

 
SSC on YouTube! 
Eileen Parlby's niece, Carrie Langford, got in touch recently to say that 
she had discovered an old 8mm cine film of sports at SSC – taken by 
EP in 1960 (we think). We've now put it on YouTube. It's about six 
minutes long and may take some time to download if you have a slow 
connection. The quality/focus is poor but you may enjoy it. Some of 
the races shown are disturbingly inventive! The background music is a 
bit irritating but you can turn it off. The YouTube link is: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kegd6tn6_5w 
Please let us know if you have any more films of SSC.   
 
Bishop Edward King Chapel, Cuddesdon 
Planning consent has been granted for the new Chapel at Ripon 
Theological College, Cuddesdon. It is designed by Niall McLaughlin 
Architects, winners of a RIBA competition, and funded by the Sisters 
of the Community of St John the Baptist. We have included a 
computer image of the Chapel in the Photographs section and a sketch 
of the interior on the last page of the Newsletter. 
 
Inge and Lucy Fischer 
In February 2010, we received the following email from Andrew Geha 
who teaches theatre at a Quaker school in New York. 
'I am working on a biographical play about the lives of Inge and Lucy 
Fischer. They attended St. Stephen's for one year, 1938-1939.  At the 
time, they had just left Vienna due to the arrival of the Nazis, and 
arrived at the school with little to no English (however, they apparently 
picked it up quickly). While they only stayed for a year, I am wondering 
if there is any record of their being at the school, or any alumni who 
might have memories of them.' 
I wrote to several Old Girls who I thought might remember the 
Fischer girls and asked them to contact Andrew directly. In March, he 
emailed to say that he had heard from Jane Brown (Thompson). 
'The letter was beautiful and funny, and I immediately shared it with 
my colleague, Lisa, who is Lucy's daughter. 
Most affecting:  Jane writes that the Sister Superior, (Jam), had 
impressed upon the girls how much Lucy and Inge had been through, 
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so the girls should be kind and compassionate towards them.  Jane 
writes that this is one of the ways that St. Stephen's taught her to care 
for other people.  This is most poignant today for us, as one of our 
families lost their father yesterday. We spent much of the morning 
talking about how to best support both the family and our whole 
student body that is dealing with this passing. I will let you know if we 
get more letters.  This one was wonderful, and very timely.' 
 
Taplow Archives 
Christ Barr has sent an interesting packet of information about 
Taplow, which we hope to post on the SSC website soon. 
 
Clewer Sisters Obituary Plaques 
The brass obituary plaques that list all the Clewer Sisters are now 
installed in The Lady Chapel at St Stephen's Clewer. Last September, 
the Bishop of Reading presided at a Eucharist of Thanskgiving for the 
Clewer Sisters and blessing of their obituary plaques. Two Old St 
Stephenites were present at the service. 

 

R.I.P. 

 
Ann Muttukumaru (née Tutton) writes: 
Kate Robertson and I were in the same year at St Stephen's and in 2008 a mutual 
friend, Caroline Peel Yates (née Nelson), tragically died of a brain tumour. 
Caroline was a very popular member of the school community and I am sure that a 
number of readers would like to see her remembered. I have shown what I have 
written to both Kate and to Pippa Parsons (also in our year) and it has also been 
'approved' by both her mother and her younger sister, Amanda. 
Email: ae.muttukumaru@btinternet.com 
 
Caroline Nelson (Mrs Peel Yates)  SSC 1962-69 

Died 2008 
 
Caroline’s sudden death from a brain tumour on 8 May 2008 came as 
terrible shock and a tragic loss to all those who knew and loved her. 
 
Born into an army family, then living in Germany, in September 1951, 
she joined St Stephen’s from Linden Hall School in 1962. Although 
seriously bright, mischievously witty and more attractive with each 
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passing year, she wore her many attributes lightly. She excelled 
academically, but she was also an ever popular and active member of 
the school community, taking part in plays, sports teams and debates 
and eventually becoming house head of St Simon’s.  
 
Staying on into the Sixth Form to study English, French and History 
A- levels, she was one of the very first group of St Stephen’s students 
to study at St Lawrence College, as part of a pilot co-educational 
scheme after the near closure of St Stephen’s in the summer of 1968. 
From St Stephen’s she went to Westfield College (London University) 
to study history and, in the years that followed, used her love of history  
and her passion for films, romance and adventure in a career of 
glamour, excitement and achievement. 
 
In a brief but successful period as a model, she was much sought after 
and even found her way into The Tatler. By total contrast, she went on 
to become curator of films at the Imperial War Museum and then 
qualified as a barrister. In the 1980s she worked first for 20th Century 
Fox and then for Lucas Films on the licensing aspects of the hugely 
successful Star Wars and Indiana Jones series. After spells working as 
Company Secretary to the newly formed TV South West in Plymouth 
and later in the City for Morgan Grenfell, she met and married Julian 
Peel Yates. They moved to Kenya with his job as a diplomat and there 
Caroline worked for a time as a magistrate. On their return to the UK 
she joined Operation Raleigh, one of the first companies to organise 
expeditions for gap year volunteers.  
 
However, with the birth of Harry in 1991 and Alexia in 1992 Caroline 
re-focused her world on raising her family in Wiltshire. Although she 
and Julian divorced in 2002, by the time of her death Caroline had 
found happiness again with Jonathan Harris whom she had known 
since her late teens. 
 
As she grew up, Caroline turned heads wherever she went.  But those 
who remember her from her days at St Stephen’s will also recall her 
natural kindness, her loyalty, her ‘Englishness’, her passion for her 
family home in  Salcombe and, above all, her wonderful sense of fun. 
These never changed and for these she will be sorely missed.   
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Paula Dickie has kindly sent us this tribute. 
 
Christine Turk (Mrs Raban)   SSC 1949-53 

Died July 2009 
 
Christine was in my form from 1949 at North Foreland. She was a very 
good all-rounder and athletic. I will never forget her agility in both the 
Long Jump and High Jump.  
 
Chris stayed on in the Sixth Form and became a prefect. She then went 
to St Thomas' Hospital for nursing training where she met her 
husband, Dr John Raban. Chris worked with mothers and babies and 
enjoyed her own family and grandchildren. 
 
At Christmas 2009, Dr Raban wrote to me with the sad news of 
Christine's passing in July from cancer after two and a half years of a 
very brave struggle. She is very much missed. 
 
We had kept in touch over the years and I have vivid memories of a 
happy visit to the Raban's home in Berkshire in 1993. Our sympathy 
also goes to Christine's older sister, Gillian (Mrs Sibree) who was at 
SSC in 1946-50). 
 
Lady Hilaria Gibbs (1908-2009) 
 
Lady Hilaria Gibbs, the last surviving daughter of the later sixth Earl of 
Edgcumbe, died peacefully in November 2009, a few weeks before her 
102nd birthday.  
 
You may remember her daughters, Jillianne, Margaret and Rosamund 
(Rozzy) who were at SSC during the 40s-50s. We included an article 
about Lady Hilaria in the 2008 Newsletter on the occasion of her 100th 
birthday. 
 
The Cotehele estate in south east Cornwall belonged to the Edgcumbe 
family from 1353 until 1947, when Lady Hilaria's father suggested to 
the Treasury that Cotehele House and its 1,300 acres be passed to the 
National Trust in lieu of death duties. It was the first historic house 
and estate to be acquired by the trust through the national land fund.  
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In a supplement to Lady Hilaria's obituary in the Times (December 4, 
2009), Alistair Cooke wrote that the trust's arrival at Cotehele did not 
come a moment too soon. As James Lees-Milne, a National Trust 
official, was conducting a preliminary survey, a Cairn puppy belonging 
to Lady Hilaria's mother "ate a good slice of tatting from the famous 
needlework sofa in the Punch Room. 'You naughty little thing,' she 
admonished in an amused tone, as it scuttled off with a mouthful."  
 
 

 

Sketch of interior of Bishop Edward King Chapel, Ripon College, Cuddesdon 
Niall MacLaughlin Architects 

 
 


