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EDITORIAL 

 
July 2009 

 
We hope you enjoy the 2009 edition of the OSSS Newsletter.  Thank 
you very much for all your news and photographs. 
 
We have included a short piece about the Ascension Day Picnic at 
Begbroke Priory. The Sisters have kindly invited us to visit Begbroke 
again next Ascension Day on May 13th 2010 – so please make a note of 
this date now.  
 
Old St Stephenites have been invited to a special service at St Stephen’s, 
Clewer on Sunday, September 13th – please see page 7 for details. 
  
This year’s AGM and Reunion will be held on Saturday, October 10th 

from 12 noon to 4 pm. It will be at our usual venue - in the Meeting 
Room at St Peter’s Eaton Square, only a few minutes walk from Victoria 
mainline, bus and underground stations. If you would like to come, and 
haven’t already notified us, please fill in the enclosed slip so we know 
how many to cater for.  
 
Those with access to the Internet can read back numbers of the OSSS 
Newsletter (from 2004 to 2008) on our website – web address below. 
You can also see photographs of the Begbroke Picnic and recent pictures 
of Taplow Court, taken by Elizabeth Home. Please use these links: 
 
http://picasaweb.google.com/baboon17/BegbrokePicnic2009?feat=directlink 
 
http://picasaweb.google.com/baboon17/TaplowCourt02?feat=directlink 

 
With every good wish, 
Veronica Colin (née Parsons) 
(Hon Secretary) 
 

SSC website address 
http://www.ststephensbroadstairs.org.uk/ 
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OSSS AGM AND REUNION 

Saturday 11th October 
2008 

St Peter’s, Eaton Square, London  
 

The 2008 AGM and Reunion took place in our usual venue in St Peter’s 
Meeting Room. Several people sent last minute apologies so it was a 
smaller gathering than usual but still most enjoyable. 
 
We spent as little time as possible on AGM business, as usual. Heather 
Ingram (Bowyer) (Chairman), welcomed everyone to the meeting and 
Veronica Parsons (Colin) (Secretary), gave a brief membership report.  
Patsy Smith (Rogers) (Treasurer), tabled the OSSS Accounts for 2007-
2008 which showed a closing balance of £2,883.37. The meeting agreed 
to continue donating to the Oxford Mission and maintain the OSSS 
group membership of the Friends of CSJB. 
 
We discussed the possibility of holding an Ascension Day Picnic at 
Begbroke Priory. The Secretary undertook to write to the Leadership 
Team to see whether this was possible. 
 
The OSSS Officers and Committee members were all re-elected 
unanimously to serve for a further year. 
 
Those attending: 
Jennifer Andrewes (Day), Daphne Balston (Gildeh), Heather Ingram 
(Bowyer),  Elizabeth Home, Ann Kitton (Lady Riches), Jean Mackleden 
(Thompson), Pat Mackelden (Weston), Julia Marno (Hawkings-Byass), 
Veronica Parsons (Colin), Susi Phillips (Proffit), Sheila Salmon (Morgan), 
Patsy Smith (Rogers), Sally Smith, Anne Sturgess (Foster), Jane 
Thompson (Brown), Juliet Young (Strange)  
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THE PRIORY, BEGBROKE 
Community News 

 
At Easter, Sr. Mary Stephen wrote that the Community’s dear gardener, 
Yvonne, was very ill in hospital with cancer. Sr. Evelyn Theresa CJGS 
was in residential care, settling well at the Longlands nursing home in 
Cassington. She asked us to remember Yvonne and Sr. Evelyn in our 
prayers. 
 
Sr. Mary Stephen returned just before Christmas from her three months 
sabbatical, having had a wonderful time both experiencing and studying 
Ignatian Spirituality, mainly at St Beuno’s in North Wales. The time 
included a thirty day retreat making the Spiritual Exercises; a pilgrimage 
in the steps of Ignatius to Spain and Rome and some in-depth study of 
the Exercises, with some input on Spiritual Direction too. The group she 
was in included religious, ordained and lay people from Africa, Asia, 
Australia, Eastern Europe and Ireland. 

 
Sr. Anne, too, has been away on Sabbatical, visiting a home for mainly 
AIDS orphans in the Cameroon as well as making a retreat at St Beuno’s 
and then going to India and Bangladesh. Sr. Ann Verena and Fr. Lister, 
the Community’s Chaplain will also be away during the summer. 
 
The Community links with Cuddesdon grow closer and they have been 
to a number of meetings about the planned expansion. Sisters who wish 
have a chance to meet once a month with Martyn Percy, the Principal 
and others from the college for tea and an informal exchange of 
information. Sr. Mary Stephen has been privileged to take part for the 
first time in the Annual Retreat in Daily Life at the College. 
 
The guest preacher at Commemoration Day on July 1st was The Bishop 
of Reading, the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell. 
 
Cats Corner and other animals 
Sr. Jane Olive reports that Benedict and Tabitha, the Community’s cats, 
are in good health and good spirits.  
‘They are good mousers and bring in mice and rats both dead and alive. Some time 
back we had the remains of two pigeons to clear up and then they excelled themselves 
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and brought in a lovely black velvet mole. He (or she) was not harmed and promptly 
hid under a bookcase. The cats looked on with great interest as Sr. Mary Stephen 
and Sr. Ann Verena unloaded all the books and finally got hold of the mole. Now 
moles are a thorough nuisance and ruin the garden but Sr. Ann Verena had not the 
heart to kill it, so put it back in the field where it disappeared into the earth in double 
quick time. It was an engaging little creature and Sr. Ann Verena waxed quite 
poetical about a favourite Jacobite toast in the reign of Queen Anne, “To the little 
gentleman in velvet.”’  

 
Community website: http://www.gjm61.dial.pipex.com/ 

 

Christa Sevika Sangha 
(Handmaids of Christ) 

Bangladesh 
 

(The OSSS sends an annual donation to the Oxford Mission, earmarked for the 
Scholarship Fund at Barisal and Jobarpar. We have included a photograph of four 

girls helped by this Fund in this year’s Newsletter.) 
 

The Oxford Mission’s two centres in Bangladesh, Barisal and Jobarpar, 
continue to flourish under the watchful eye of the Bishop of Dhaka, the 
Right Reverend Michael Baroi. At Jobarpar, Mother Susila and her CSS 
Sisters (13 in total) live in the beautiful peaceful compound which also 
houses the girls’ hostel and a small playgroup. The girls attend St 
Gabriel’s Primary School which is just outside the CSS compound. Close 
by is the boys’ hostel and the Parish Church. Mother Susila continues to 
organize many projects to help women in the villages nearby gain much 
needed extra income. The sinking of deep tube wells is still a priority 
(paid for by parishes and friends in this country). The deep tube wells 
cost approximately £555.00 each and are the only safe way of extracting 
drinking water as the shallow tub wells contain arsenic. The cyclone that 
struck Bangladesh in November 2007 caused several large trees to fall 
within the compound and the girls’ hostel may have to be rebuilt. The 
Sister’s kitchen and cowshed have now been completed. 
 
Please remember the Sisters of the Christa Sevika Sangha and the 

work of the Oxford Mission in your prayers. 
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Ascension Day Picnic at the Priory, Begbroke 
May 21st 2009 

 
A lovely day - lots of people wrote afterwards to say how much they had 
enjoyed it. Best of all, the Community have invited us to come again next 
Ascension Day as the move to Cuddesdon will not take place for some 
time yet. Please make a note of the date - May 10th 2010. 
 
Some extracts from letters and emails: 
‘Old girls gradually converged on Begbroke Priory. Sara (Dudley Smith) appeared 
first with Vals (Preston and King). Great hugs after more than 50 years’ absence and 
the reminiscences came pouring out. Sara and I grew up in the same village and Val 
King lived nearby, so there was much to remember. Then Bucky, Angela (Buckwell) 
arrived and Susan (Sturgess). Armed with chairs, gamps, and baskets we wandered 
into a garden overhung with apple trees, seeing more people arranging two sets of tables 
for food, one for first course and one for puds. It was amazing that there was so little 
repetition as each person was asked just to bring a plate of something.  
I never notice what I am eating when at a dinner party or picnic, as here because I am 
so interested in the people, but I was aware of a toothsome quiche and good fruit cake. 
There were strawberries of course! It was all very easy and decorous and we were given 
labels with our maiden and married names and school dates on them. Luckily the 
weather was sunny and breezy (with a slight threat of rain). 
Then someone came up gave me a hug and saying she was Joanna and I couldn’t 
think which one. It was Joanna Crawshaw who had long lived in Australia but is 
now in Truro. Joanna, Honor Paterson and I got on very well and were joined by 
Heather Bowyer who didn’t even arrive till 1961, long after we had left. It was all so 
friendly and delightful. I also met Anna Hood, Pat Smith, and Lydia Wacher. I 
remembered Lydia’s father, who was a barrister, entertaining my form and taking us 
to Maidstone Assizes. Then Jenny Daniel came up to me, recognizing me because I 
looked like my aunt who was a great friend in the VADs with her aunt!  
Suddenly it began to rain so we all gathered belongings and scampered indoors. There 
was a great deal of food, a bit like the feeding of the 5,000, so we hoped the nuns and 
visitors would enjoy it.   
Then Sister Mary Stephen appeared and welcomed us and told us about the plans for 
moving to Cuddesdon. Of the twelve nuns now at Begbroke, probably eight will move, 
since the others, at over 90, would need more care. Oddly both the library and chapel 
at Cuddesdon are up difficult stairs, so lifts will have to be put in. 
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We went to the Chapel, for a short service of Thanksgiving and all sang fervently 
Hail the day and Praise the Lord. Sister Ann Verena gave the blessing. Later I 
talked to her and realised I had been at her Ordination nine years earlier in Christ 
Church. Sister Mary Stephen who took the service said her summing up of the day 
was of “Joy and Generosity”. 
I am so glad I went. I was totally absorbed in the family atmosphere and it was good. 
We were all back in the past in a very salutary way. There was something very 
encouraging about “belonging” to SSC although this was tinged with sadness at its 
having closed. I do thank God that we and I went there.’ 
Val Phelps (Doble)  
 
‘Joanna and I enjoyed ourselves immensely – such a good and happy atmosphere’ 
Honor Widdell (Paterson) 
 
‘What a wonderful day we all had on the 21st at Begbroke. Everyone must have 
enjoyed it thoroughly. Val Preston, Sara Collins and I certainly did and couldn't stop 
talking about it all the way home. We were all rather surprised how easily we 
recognised the members from our year having not seen one another for the best part of  
50 years plus!’ 
Val Ledger (King) 
 
‘It was such a happy occasion and Wendy (Claxton) and I thoroughly enjoyed the 
whole day. It was good that so many turned up and clearly enjoyed the reunion. The 
place was welcoming, beautiful and peaceful; we felt at home from first arrival.  
Sue Fenn (Russell)  
 
The list below covers everyone who indicated they would be present – 
unfortunately a few people had to drop out at the last minute: 
 
Auriol Ashworth (Stevens), Sue Balston, Angela Bollen (Buckwell), Joanna 
Crawshaw, Sue Allen (Barrow), Elizabeth Barnes (Greig), June Binfield, Heather 
Bowyer (Ingram), Jane Brown (Thompson), Isobel Butler, Wendy Carter (Claxton), 
Jenny Maude (Chesshyre), Matthew Chesshyre, Veronica Colin (Parsons), Andrew 
Colin, Sara Collins (Dudley-Smith), Penny Croft (Salter), Philippa Cutter (Young), 
David Cutter, Susan Fenn (Russell), Ann Foster (Sturgess), Daphne Gildeh 
(Balston), Anna Glazebrook (Hood), Susan Goodall  (Sturgess), 
Jennifer Guinivere Hardy (Daniel), Sarah Hayward, Lydia Hoare (Wacher), 
Elizabeth Home, Joan Hughes, Bridget Kitchen(Hayward), Hilary Knox 



OSSS NEWSLETTER – SUMMER 2009 

7 

(Edmonds), Christopher Knox, Valerie Ledger (King), Jane Simpson(Messenger), 
Hilary Mills (Chitty), Andy Mills, Anne Newcombe (Simpson), Valerie Phelps 
(Doble), Margaret Potter (Tingey), Valerie Preston, Ann Riches (Kitton), Patsy 
Rogers (Smith), Sally Smith, Juliet Strange (Young), Honor Widdell (Paterson) 
 
We have posted thirty photographs of the picnic on the Internet – to see 
them, please use this link. 
 

http://picasaweb.google.com/baboon17/BegbrokePicnic2009?feat=directlink 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Re-dedication of Lady Chapel. St Stephen’s, Clewer, Windsor 

Sunday, September 13th 2009 at 6.30pm 
 
 

Fr Ainsley Swift, the current Priest in Charge, has sent us details of a 
special service at St Stephen’s, Clewer, Windsor in September. The re-
dedication of the Lady Chapel will follow the installation of the brass 
obituary plaques that list all the Clewer Sisters. These originally hung in 
the main Chapel at Hatch Lane and have been in storage at Begbroke. As 
St Stephen's played a major part in the Sisters’ history, they asked if the 
plaques could be placed permanently at St Stephen's.  
 
The service will be a Eucharist presided over by the Bishop of Reading 
and there will be a reception following the Eucharist with cheese and 
wine in the St Stephen's School Rooms. 
 
All Old St Stephenites who would like to attend this service will be most 
welcome. 
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Old Girls’ News 
July 2009 

(Married names and SSC dates are given in brackets. We also give the email 
addresses of those who have used this method to contact us.) 
 
Sarah Balchin (Steele: 1957-61) 
Sheila Morgan (Salmon) is in contact with Sarah and has forwarded her 
news.  
‘As you know, Di Phillips and I went to Cape Town in 1969 and found good jobs 
- I was the personal secretary to the Chairman of Cleghorn and Harris - a 
department store with branches all around South Africa. I met my husband David at 
the end of 1969 and we married in Cape Town in 1971. We have a daughter, Jane, 
and a son, Mark. Jane is a doctor in Perth and Mark runs a business in Dubai. 
Jane is married to a Geriatric Psychiatrist who is also South African. They have three 
children.  
We own a house in Perth and have started our immigration process, hoping to settle 
there in a couple of years. David went to Dubai in 2000 and I joined him in 2004, 
having sold our family home in South Africa. My husband is in publishing and is the 
Consulting Editor for the book department at Motivate, the largest publishing house 
in that part of the world.’ 
Email: zambeziperth@gmail.com 
 
Sue Balston (1957-64) writes: 
‘I now have a delightful cream tabby Persian kitten called Leo – he’s very friendly 
and full of fun. He’s got quite a fan club amongst my neighbour’s grandchildren. I 
have done some lovely walks with my Tenterden Footpath Group over the year and 
my Reading Group continues to thrive with 12 members, including Patsy Rogers 
(Smith), who has been a loyal supporter over the years.  I also see a lot of Heather 
Bowyer (Ingram), and June Binfield who have been wonderful friends to me. 
June and I went to Chilham Castle when it was opened under the Open Gardens 
Scheme last summer and re-lived old memories!’ 
 
Sue Barrow (Allen: 1965-72) 
After 13 years in the bookselling business, Sue now works in Oxford for 
St. John's College as Chaplain's Secretary, which really means secretary 
and general administrator person. She enjoys the variety of her job - no 
two days are alike. Her tasks include cataloguing the choir music and 
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changing the 64 candles in the chapel. She often has her own private 
organ recital as the organ scholars practice overhead.  
Email: petersueallen26@aol.com 
 
Barbara Blake (Aldridge: 1929-35) wrote to say that as she was now 90, 
she was unable to come along to the SSC Reunion. Her best friend at 
SSC was Joan Thorpe (Goodman) who died last year. They spent a lot 
of time in their early married lives together as Joan lived in Hove and 
Barbara in Haywards Heath some 24 miles away. Barbara’s sister, Betty 
Buckwell, lives in a nursing home in Hythe so she sees her often. 
 
Jane Bowley (Yates: 1949-56) 
Jane had been hoping to come to Begbroke in May together with her 
sister, Philippa, but unfortunately her husband, Richard was taken to 
hospital with appendicitis on Shrove Tuesday. Two days after his 
discharge, he was rushed back in again in an air-ambulance, having had a 
massive heart attack. He has now had a pace-maker/defibulator 
implanted and is learning to take life easily. ‘We had hoped that this was to be 
a quiet year for us, but instead I think I shall write a book on Hospitals (and their 
Car Parks) I have known.' 
 
Angela Buckwell (Bollen: 1947-53) finds that her English accent has its 
uses. After 40 years living on the Island of Waldheren in the 
Netherlands, she is recognised as soon as she opens her mouth which 
makes her feel really at home. 
Her grandchildren, Rosa (5) and Merlijn (4¼), their parents and ‘sugar’ 
aunt are flourishing and both children are now learning English at 
school.  
Fighting old age diabetes has helped Angela to lose 15kgs – or over two 
stone, which, she says, sounds more impressive to her. A combination of 
Nordic walking, a weekly session on ten different types of fitness 
apparatus and some fearsome-sounding physiotherapy equipment is 
helping her to remain mobile and continue driving. 
She is involved in local issues. 
‘Safety on the Western Schett is a hot item at the moment with Antwerp wanting to 
receive the newest giant container carriers. The Dutch equivalent of the Star Chamber 
is refusing to allow Zeeland Seaports to build a new quay on the local coast just where 
God has provided the deepest fairway of all. An ex-student (Dutch Calvinist), who 
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helped in the Mission to Seafarers Club twenty years ago and lodged with us for 
several months, is now working in villages where his parishioners live under the smoke 
of Vlissingen’s Sloe Harbour. He is bringing pressure to bear for better rules and 
regulations which everyone knows are necessary. I keep myself busy researching 
background information for him.’  
 
Joan Canning (Hughes: 1934-41) is still deeply involved with the 
Warwickshire and Coventry Historic Churches Trust, but hopes to hand 
over soon. The two great grandchildren are flourishing. 
 
Valerie Clayton-Stamm (Bather: 1949-58) 
Valerie has moved to a smaller house in Sunningdale which has been 
very cosy during the winter. She is only a short distance away from her 
old house, so she still has the same friends for bridge and tennis. She 
sees a lot of Wendy Roles (Donaldson) who also lives in Sunningdale. 
 
Mary Cox (Kempster: 1938-47) 
Having lived for 40 years in the same house in Alderley Edge, Cheshire, 
Mary and John finally decided to join their children in New Zealand. 
This was a huge move, but they are now settling down in Wellington, 
making contact with old friends and relatives and finding their niche. 
Mary’s new address is: 25 Cooper Street, Karori, Wellington 6012 NZ 
 
Rebecca Davey (1964-68) writes: 
‘I’ve enjoyed a six-week visit back to England last Christmas and caught up with 
many different friends and family members. I’ve discovered that there is no replacement 
for a face-to-face chat over a cuppa – emails and letters only partly fill the 
communication gap. I returned to Melbourne to witness, along with the rest of 
Australia and the world, the State of Victoria struggle through a frightful bushfire 
season. We have lost over 200 precious lives and 2000 homes. Yet again, this has 
strengthened my conviction that we have to make every day count, as we never know 
what the future holds for us. 
My Australian family has increased by one with the arrival of my new great nephew 
at the end of March and I’m hoping to visit Queensland later this year to meet him. 
My English family are invading soon as well - my youngest niece is visiting Melbourne 
for two weeks so we’ll be hitting all the tourist spots and spending big to boost the 
economy.’ 
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Wendy Donaldson (Roles: 1941-53) is now happily settled in a new flat 
in Sunningdale overlooking the golf course.  
‘It has been difficult to adjust after my husband died nine years ago. However, I keep 
busy with lots of music – viola with the Surrey Mozart Players – next concert in the 
Yehudi Menuhin Hall - and singing with a group in Canterbury when the resident 
choir is on holiday. I have taken up golf which is great fun. Miss Parlby would be 
proud. I decided sixty years of tennis was enough and not good for elderly knees. We 
have three children - an osteopath, a GP and a dentist - and seven grandchildren so I 
hope I am well looked after in the future. I see a lot of Valerie Bather (Clayton-
Stamm) and we often reminisce about our happy times at SSC.’ 
 
Paula Greatbatch (Dickie: 1944-51) wrote to us in New Zealand’s cool 
winter while enjoying the warmth of Wimbledon on TV. Paula 
celebrated her 75th birthday in February and is enjoying improved health. 
She finds it great to be in touch by letter with many friends worldwide as 
she does not expect to travel again.  
‘It is encouraging how I am still receiving requests for our local history books and 
occasionally I am asked to help with family history enquiries. 
One unexpected piece of nostalgia has been to receive copies of two DVDs (filmed by 
the BBC) of two special services at St Mary’s Parish Church, Ealing, where my 
father was vicar from 1934-53, and of course my childhood home area. Copies were 
kindly sent to me by the New Zealand great grandchildren of Samuel S. Teulon, the 
architect who redesigned the church in 1866. It was also arranged for me to visit 
family friends of the Teulon family in Gore to view the DVDs on their player. They 
included local scenes, interesting music and historical interludes throughout. The world 
is indeed small.’ 
We are grateful to Paula for sending us news of Jean Milne (Gosse: 
1935-42) and other Old Girls as well as helping us to keep the OSSS 
Directory up-to-date. 
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Heather Harries (Harrison: 1958-64) writes to say that her family is still 
farming in north Norfolk and is rapidly increasing. Heather and Mark 
now have five grandchildren, with three born in the last twelve months. 
Polly, third child of Matthew (36) and Susy, was born in January 2009. 
Philip (34) and Fenella had their first child, Theo, in March 2009, and 
daughter Joanna (28) and Louis had a son, Rafe, in November 2008.  
With two sons involved, Heather and her husband had hoped to take it 
easier on the farm but this has not happened yet.  Her sister, Anne 
Gowing, still lives and farms outside Norwich and her other sister, Sarah, 
has now married again and lives in Devon. 
Email: lgh.valefarm@afiweb.net 
 
Elizabeth Home (1942-46) wrote about her visit to Taplow Court last 
summer when it was open for Heritage Day. The house is now the UK 
headquarters of the lay Buddhist movement, Soka Gakkai International, 
and is run as an open cultural centre. She was interested to see a small 
display which highlighted the connection between Taplow Court and the 
first London Olympic Games held in 1908. W.H. Grenfell, Lord 
Desborough of Taplow Court, was the driving force behind the games. 
Elizabeth sent some excellent photographs of the house and gardens, 
including some of the Lebanese Cedars which had been planted in 
memory of Sister Jean Marian and SSC’s time there. She met a number 
of visitors who were fascinated to hear of the time when it was a school. 
The Saxon Mound was open and she was able to take photographs of 
Taplow Court from that site as well as some inside the house. 
You can see the photos on 
http://picasaweb.google.com/baboon17/TaplowCourt02?feat=directlink 

Elizabeth is taking part in the Scottish Clan gathering in Edinburgh in 
July. There will be 120 Scottish clans, including the Homes, taking part.  
 
Veronica Watts (James: 1957-62) 
Veronica is very happy in Dorking and busier than ever! She now has 
five grand-children - her daughter, Abigail, gave birth to a baby son, 
Samuel James, in January this year. 
Veronica is branch leader of the Mother’s Union in their church and she 
and Chris both sing in the church choir. Last summer the choir was on 
television in a special Songs of Praise programme about Vaughan 
Williams. In January this year they sang Evensong in St Paul’s Cathedral, 
an amazing experience. They also sing in two chamber choirs and 
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Veronica plays in two orchestras as well as playing chamber music 
regularly. 
To celebrate their Ruby Wedding Anniversary this year, Veronica and 
Chris have booked a 17-day P&O music cruise to the Mediterranean at 
the beginning of September. This will include a programme of 
Schumann songs performed by Felicity Lott.  
Email: veronica@candvwatts.co.uk 
 
Ann Kitton: (Lady Riches: 1940-46) has had much to celebrate this year. 
She had a lovely 80th birthday in Barbados with her family including her 
daughter Jenny, and granddaughter Lucy (20) who is at Newcastle 
University reading Fine Art. Her grandson Harry (22) flew down from 
Washington - he is spending a year at the University of Virginia and was 
at President Obama’s inauguration, actually in a seat!  In 2008 Ann 
celebrated 40 years working at Great Ormond Street and 35 years at 
Barts and the Royal London Hospital. She is still working there and 
considers herself very lucky. 
 
Julia Marno (Hawkings-Byass: 1957-61) wrote about her recent holiday 
in South Africa. 
‘We spent a few days in the Cape Town area, taking in the scenery and enjoying the 
wine tastings (!) before travelling down the coast to Port Elizabeth on our way to Kwa 
Zulu Natal to see the Zulu battlefields. We stopped off for lunch with Diana 
Montgomery (Phillips), who now lives not far from Hermanus, about 1½ hours 
from Cape Town.  It was the first time we had met since 1966!  We had a very 
happy time and it was lovely to see her again to reminisce and catch up with her news.  
Both John and I enjoyed seeing her amazing animal collection, horses (including her 
beautiful appaloosas), many dogs and cats and some very special and chatty 
parrots!  We then flew to Durban and on to the battlefields where we went to 
Isandlwana and Rorke's Drift which were fascinating.  I wished history lessons in the 
past had been as interesting!  A brief resume of an unforgettable holiday but we hope 
to be able to go back and see Diana again, maybe next year!’ 
Email: julia.fant@griffinrecords.co.uk 
 
Jenny Maude (Chesshyre: 1958-65) wrote with news of her elder 
daughter, Emily, one of the beneficiaries of SSC’s Popham Legacy. 
Having returned from working in Malawi, she is now working as a 
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paediatrician at Exeter Hospital. She was married last summer - it was a 
lovely sunny happy occasion. 
Email: jennychess@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
Jean Milne (Gosse: 1935-42) 
Jean writes to Paula Dickie who has sent us these notes. She lives in 
Vancouver and has family and grand-children in Canada. Jean wrote to 
tell of the sudden passing in 2008 of Heather Blundell (Croil: 1937-40) 
on Vancouver Island. Jean was so thankful that she and a mutual friend 
had managed to spend a lovely day with Heather a few months earlier – 
‘she was a very special person and is badly missed’.  Heather had lived in Japan 
and taught English as a second language in Canada and was also 
interested in music and drama. 
Paula remembered that in 1996, en route to London, she, Heather, the 
late Rachael Laurence (Dunlop: 1947-53) and Jinny Thomas (Wright: 
1944-51) had a mini-lunch reunion on a memorable day across on 
Vancouver Island. Three years earlier, Jean, Heather, Rachael and Paula 
had met up with Liz Burnyeat (1933-39) in Vancouver and had enjoyed 
remembering SSC at Taplow Court. Liz is now in a Nursing Home.  
 
Christine Norton (Lindsey: 1961-1966) writes from Perth: 
‘I came to live in Australia 26 years ago with my husband and worked in tourism for 
many years including five years working in Bali which was a wonderful experience. I 
have now had a sea change and live in Fremantle, the beautiful port of Perth and 
work for the University of Western Australia in the Faculty of Arts. I love the beach, 
still play tennis regularly and have started playing golf. I enjoy music and through 
working with the School of Music at the University get involved in many concerts. I 
also enjoy travelling and regularly visit my sister, Angela Norton (Wards) and mother 
who both live in Calgary. I have been in touch with Lizzie Schmidt through 
Friends Reunited. I very much like receiving news of old school friends and was 
delighted to find the St Stephens website.’   
Email: clindsey64@hotmail.com 
 
Angela Norton (Wards: 1961) has been living in Calgary, Canada for the 
past 30 years and is married with three wonderful children and one 
beautiful grandson. Angela has a great interest in sacred pilgrimages and 
has walked two different routes of the Camino de Santiago as well as 
completing a Masters in Spirituality and Art.  Angela also enjoys skiing 
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and hiking in the Rockies, building and walking labyrinths and is an 
accomplished quilter. 
 
Veronica Parsons (Colin: 1952-58) 
‘Andrew and I continue to keep busy and active.  I’m still working from home on 
various freelance writing contracts and enjoy the flexibility this gives me for picking up 
the grandchildren from school when asked or making jam! 
Our long distance walks this year included the Kintyre Way in March. This zigzags 
through forests and across moorland down the Kintyre peninsula – a beautiful, remote 
part of Scotland we hadn’t visited before. We also tackled part of the West Highland 
Way (again), enduring horizontal sleet on the top of the Devil’s Staircase. Then we 
went to Poland for a few days in June in slightly better weather, walking in the High 
Tatras and visiting Krakow, a lovely city.’ 
Email: mvc@crm.scotnet.co.uk 
  
Honor Paterson (Widdell: 1946-52) writes: 
‘Life is very quiet here in the Cotswolds but very beautiful. I am still going choral 
singing which I love. Currently we are working hard on John Rutter’s Magnificat. 
Another occupation is Bridge which I took up rather late in life. I have two 
grandsons, 13 and 15 years old and they are growing up so quickly. Both love sport 
which means I have to be a dutiful granny and spend weekends standing on the touch 
line. The younger boy plays the violin and we do duets together – great fun!’ 
 
Susi Proffit (Phillips: 1961-66) writes: 
‘I did so enjoy last year’s reunion despite the fact that there was no-one there from my 
year. It is so interesting to hear how other people’s lives have unfolded. 
My children have flown the nest. My daughter is married and training to be a 
solicitor. My son, however still returns from London in the holidays to recharge his 
batteries.  
I now share a house in Eastbourne with my partner. We both took the plunge and 
sold our individual homes to buy one together. I still work as an Advocacy 
Coordinator for Age Concern (part-time) but hope to retire before too long. We enjoy 
living in Eastbourne – the sunshine coast.  Earlier this year we paid a visit to South 
Africa and had a very happy time visiting my sister Di (Montgomery) who has been 
living there for over 30 years now. Ginni Derbyshire (Wincott) and I spent a long 
happy lunch time this Easter catching up on all the family news.’ 
Email: susanproffit@hotmail.co.uk 
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Christine Pugh (Barr: 1937-42) sent some more photographs for the 
Newsletter.  She says that the wonderful spirit of kindness has 
overwhelmed her. Jane Brown (Thompson) learned that she had been 
unwell and has been a fantastic friend – in fact, a lot of Chris’ recovery 
has been due to her. They talk a great deal about Taplow Court and the 
caring influence of Sister Jean Marian which has helped them all their 
lives. 

Sue Russell (Lady Fenn: 1948-54)  
Sue has made an excellent recovery after her heart attack last September 
and we were delighted to see her at Begbroke in May.  She and her 
husband are taking their grandchildren camping in Knoydart in August. 

Email: susan.fenn@btinternet.com 
 
Sheila Salmon (Morgan: 1957-61) writes: 
‘We have just had the 150th Anniversary celebrations at our Church and had a 
wonderful flower festival, concerts and other special activities. 
We are off on a cruise to Iceland, the Faroes and Dublin in July. This is a part of the 
world we know nothing about.’ 
Email: jimandsheila.morgan@btinternet.com 
 
Margaret Seymour (1946-51) wrote to say how much she enjoyed 
hearing about the activities of her old friends.  She is good health, 
gardens around the church and rides a bike. She also belongs to a 
Rambling Society and has been on a few walkabouts in London and a 
coach trip to Canterbury with them.  
 
Katherine Isabella (Izzy) Swift (1963-1971) Isabella has recently joined 
OSSS, having discovered the St Stephen’s College website. She visited 
the school in 1996 after it had closed and was shocked to find how much 
the buildings had been damaged and deliberately vandalised. She 
reported that windows were boarded up but many doors were broken, 
the old science lab had totally collapsed, the chapel walls were covered in 
graffiti and the aisle and the main corridor were covered in glass. (Her 
photo of the science lab is too depressing to reproduce here: Ed) 
Isabella was extremely angry at the state of the building and afterwards 
wrote unsuccessfully to local councillors to protest at the lack of security. 
She found Jenny Balston’s book, The Story of St Stephen’s College, 
‘brilliant and a great read.’ Email: lily@t-mobile.uk.net 
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Isobel Thomas (Bazire: 1940-47) writes: 
‘Rather a doleful year. My poor husband Peter, after a series of debilitating headaches, 
had a subdural haematoma and an operation at Frenchay Hospital in Bristol. He 
has made a good recovery but it has taken its toll and we both potter about without 
the spring in our step that we once had. However, he’s back to trumpet and violin and 
I’ve learnt a lot through all the new experience. So we are very grateful to the NHS 
and all our friends and family who have been a great support. We look forwards 
hopefully now we are through the winter.’ 
 
Ginni Wincott (Darbyshire: 1962-66) writes: 
'2008 turned out to be a very sad year for both Tom and me. We lost five family 
members between us, and a friend and colleague of Tom's. My brother died suddenly 
and unexpectedly in July; however, he had not been in good health for years, and was 
in a residential home. Very tragically, his death was followed by that of my brother-in-
law just ten days later. As a result, I've spent a fair few weekends down at my sister's 
in Northamptonshire, but even in these sad circumstances, we enjoy each other's 
company so much. My other sister lives in Eire, so I don't see her as often, but we 
keep in touch by phone and email. I'm hoping to welcome them both here in Beverley 
in September, when we will celebrate my 60th. 
Our eldest daughter is just at the end of her first year at Dundee, and the younger is 
doing AS levels in a few weeks! Last year we had an exciting family holiday in 
California, which was tremendous. We spent Easter in London and I arranged to 
meet Susi Phillips (Proffit). We met at 11.30 and parted at 3.30, and I think we 
must have talked non-stop for the entire time. Email: ginni@tesco.net 
 
Philippa Young (Cutter: 1951-56) has sent us an account of a 
memorable four-week trip to India she and her husband, David, made 
earlier this year. 
‘I was born in Madras, as it was then, and so was my sister Veronica. We spent two 
weeks in the north which I had never been to before - apart from catching boats or 
planes to England. 
We went to Delhi and then to Varanesi, which is most interesting as it is the place 
where Hindus want to go to die. They want to be washed in the Ganges before their 
funeral as this means they go straight to heaven without reincarnation. There was a 
very interesting ceremony each evening called ‘Aarti’ where trainee Hindu priests 
dressed beautifully in golden attire and doing lovely movements with various sorts of 
flame holders perform for about 45 minutes, accompanied by drumming and other 
music. We went up the Ganges at sunrise the following morning. People wash 
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themselves in the river and also wash clothes in it in different parts. The water is holy 
but certainly pretty dirty! They are attempting to clean it up but that is hard to see at 
present. 
We continued by train to Agra. The Taj Majah is stunning - lovely white marble 
which glistens in the sun. There were lots of other buildings to see as well as the 
workshop to see how the marble work is done – all fascinating. We then went by train 
about 200 miles to Kota and to our delight our lovely driver in Delhi met us at the 
station to drive us on the rest of our trip in the north. We visited Bundi, a village 
called Shahpura Bagh, on to a palace called Deogarh and Udaipur, a beautiful city 
on a lake but the water level was worryingly low. 
In South India, we visited Chenai and found the house where I used to live. Part of 
the compound has been taken over by the State Bank of India and is now a dormitory 
for bank staff in training. The manager and office staff were delighted to see us. We 
found the church where I used to worship and also visited Kodaikanal where I was at 
school at the Presentation Convent for three years. The school is still going strong but 
now includes young children who live locally.  The school runs classes for women to 
learn computer studies and needlework to get better jobs. 
We continued by car with another driver, staying in a houseboat on the backwaters of 
Kerala for one night, with a captain, assistant and cook to look after us – fantastic. 
We then went to a place called Coconut Lagoon with a lovely swimming pool and 
activities such as bird-watching and Yoga which I really enjoyed. We also went to 
Kochi, still called Cochin, and saw very old Chinese fishing nets working, a lovely 
palace and the old and very beautiful church of St Francis. We left from there for 
home after having had a wonderful time.’ 
 
Juliet Young (Strange: 1958-65) writes: 
‘I have recently returned from an eventful holiday in New Zealand. I retired from 
teaching at Christmas so this was one of those 'holidays of a lifetime' First I got 
shingles on day four in my leg, which was very restricting and painful, then we got 
robbed in Auckland. We left our car locked at a beauty spot for literally five minutes 
not realising we had left the back window partly open and the thieves struck, stealing 
my rucksack containing passports, mobile phone, glasses, credit cards, etc. Everyone 
was most sympathetic and I was even offered victim support. We managed to get new 
passports within four days, at a price, and luckily we had other cards with us so we 
could get some money! Apart from that it was stunning. We included three days in 
Singapore on the way out (very hot) and Sydney on the way back which I loved, it 
seemed to have it all - a buzzy city, fabulous harbour and wonderful beaches and 
almost guaranteed weather. I am now looking forward to doing all those things that I 
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kept putting off, and also keeping my hand in supporting local children with dyslexia. 
At the time of writing all my four sons are gainfully employed, the youngest getting 
married this summer.’ 
Email: simon@egnarts.freeserve.co.uk 
 

The following people have found our website and would like to 
track down old SSC friends. Can you help?  
 
Suzanne Vilhauer (Stevens: 1980-86) would like to contact Natalie 
Cummings, Rebecca Teese, Jennifer Rainbird, Sharon McCahon, Nahid.  
Address: P.O. Box 155, Bowdle, SD 57428 USA 
Email: vkellsuz@abe.midco.net 
 
Corinna Meiss (1985) 
Address: tannhäuserweg 3, 22559 Hamburg 
Email: meisscor@t-online.de 
 
Guiomar Alonso (1988) lives in Spain 
Email: guiomarstunt@gmail.com 
 
Charlotte Greig (1964-68)  
Address: 31, Victoria Park Road West, Cardiff CF5 IFA 
Email: charlottegreig@ntlworld.com 
 
Katie Mack (1971-80) 
Address: 57 Monk Road, Bishopston, Bristol, BS7 8NE 
Email: katie.mack@rocketmail.com.  
 

R.I.P. 
 

Heather Blundell (Mrs Croil)     SSC 1937-40 
Died 2008 
 

Joan Thorpe (Mrs Goodman)   SSC 1929-35? 
        Died 2008 
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