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EDITORIAL 

 
July 2008 

 
 

 
We have much pleasure in sending you the 2008 edition of the OSSS 
Newsletter.  We are extremely grateful to everyone who sent us photographs, 
press cuttings and articles. The Taplow giraffe is especially memorable!  
 
This year’s AGM and Reunion will be held on Saturday, October 11th from 
12 noon to 4 pm. It will be at our usual venue - in the Meeting Room at St 
Peter’s Eaton Square, only a few minutes walk from Victoria mainline, bus 
and underground stations. If you would like to come, and haven’t already 
notified us, please fill in the enclosed slip so we know how many to cater for. 
So far, around sixteen people have let us know that they hope to be present.  
 
With every good wish, 
 
Veronica Colin (née Parsons) 
(Hon Secretary) 
 
 
 

 
SSC Website address 

 
http://www.ststephensbroadstairs.org.uk/ 
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OSSS AGM AND REUNION 

Saturday 6th October 
2007 

St Peter’s, Eaton Square, London  
 

The 2007 AGM and Reunion took place in St Peter’s Parish Hall as the 
Meeting Room was not available. We all enjoyed the unexpected upgrade – 
the room was luxuriously carpeted and there was lots of space for us to mill 
around and talk to everyone. 
 
Thanks to everyone who came along – it was a most enjoyable afternoon. 
Committee members are now getting very efficient at catering for a crowd! 
 
We spent as little time as possible on AGM business, as usual. Heather 
Ingram (Bowyer), (Chairman) welcomed everyone to the meeting. Veronica 
Parsons (Colin), (Secretary) gave a brief report on OSSS membership 
numbers which remained comparatively stable. Some new members had 
joined as a result of the website. She passed around draft copies of the OSSS 
Directory and asked those present to inform her of any changes. 
 
Patsy Smith (Rogers), Treasurer, tabled the OSSS Accounts for 2006-2007 
which showed a closing balance of £2,837.74. The meeting agreed to 
continue donating to the Oxford Mission and maintain the OSSS group 
membership of the Friends of CSJB. 
 
The OSSS Officers and Committee members were all re-elected unanimously 
to serve for a further year. 
 
Those attending: 
Daphne Balston (Gildeh), June Binfield, Heather Ingram (Bowyer), 
Veronica James (Watts), Ann Kitton (Lady Riches), Angela Maidment 
(Keeley), Julia Marno (Hawkings-Byass), Veronica Parsons (Colin), 
Honor Paterson (Widdell), Kate (Kim) Robertson, Sue Russell (Lady 
Fenn), Sheila Salmon (Morgan), Patsy Smith (Rogers), Sally Smith, Anne 
Sturgess (Foster), Sue Sturgess (Goodall), Jane Thompson (Brown), 
Juliet Young (Strange), Mary Watts (James).  
(Editor’s note: I forgot to ask those attending to sign their names so this list may not 
be entirely accurate – many apologies if I’ve left you out!) 
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THE PRIORY, BEGBROKE 
Community News 

 
Sr Zoë died in October 2007. She is greatly missed and the Community’s 
Christmas Newsletter included a moving tribute by Srs Jane Olive and 
Ann Verena. Sr Mary Stephen wrote: 
‘She was part of the backbone of our life here at Begbroke and, as our Infirmarian, 
cared for us in sickness for many years. We all loved her dearly.’ 
Although Zoë’s illness and death have overshadowed the past months, 
life has continued with the Sisters attending various conferences. They 
were also invited to services at Christ Church Cathedral to welcome the 
new Bishop of Oxford, John Pritchard. In September, Bishop John 
spent a day in the deanery and had tea with the Community in the 
afternoon. 
‘Other clergy were invited and he stayed on for supper with his chaplain. Zoë wasn’t 
well enough to come downstairs, so Bishop John went up to see her. She was thrilled, 
because as well as spending time praying with her, Bishop John proved to be a Tolkien 
enthusiast like Zoë, and stayed with her for about twenty minutes talking about 
books.’  
Sr Edna Frances moved in July to St Mary’s Convent and Nursing Home 
at Chiswick, which is owned by the Sisters of the Society of St Margaret 
(SSM). Sisters from other communities are also residents, and Edna has 
settled in well, in an environment which provides the worship that has 
been part of her life for so many years.  The Community visit her 
regularly and have arranged for her to come back to Begbroke for short 
visits. 
‘We have our usual stream of visitors and the usual few sisters are busy with the 
outside ministry. We continue to be grateful to our devoted staff – and to the sisters 
who don’t go out a lot, but care lovingly for our guests; Sr Monica and Sr Jane Olive 
in the sacristy and Sr Jane as guest sister, with help from Hannah, our care 
assistant.’ 
The guest preacher at Commemoration Day on June 24th 2008 was the 
Revd Canon Dr Martyn Percy, Principal of Ripon College Cuddesdon. 
 
Cats Corner and other animals 
Sr Jane Olive reports that Benedict and Tabitha, the Community’s cats 
continue to enjoy peaceful and contented lives, sleeping by day and 
going out to hunt at night. ‘Sadly Benny has not yet given up hope that Sr Zoë 
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will return so he occasionally asks to be let into Sr Zoë’s bedroom and sniffs round it 
hopefully. It is quite heart rending. Our dog family has increased by one: our gardener, 
Yvonne, as well as her springer spaniel, Murphy, now has a cocker spaniel puppy 
which she has named Zoë. She is a darling little dog and very intelligent.’   
 

Community website: http://www.gjm61.dial.pipex.com/ 
 

 
Christa Sevika Sangha 
(Handmaids of Christ) 

Bangladesh 
 

In 1970, a Bangladeshi Sisterhood was founded at Jobarpar, the Christa Sevika 
Sangha. Mother Susila has been Superior of the CSS Community since 1986. The 
Sevikas supervise boys’ and girls’ hostels and a play centre for young children, help in 
St Gabriel’s School and supervise St Mary’s Home at Barisal. The OSSS annual 
donation to the Oxford Mission has been earmarked for the scholarship fund in 
Barisal and Jobarpar which is operated by Mother Susila. 
 
As many of you will know, Bangladesh was hit by a severe cyclone in 
November 2007, which caused widespread damage and killed thousands 
of people. Thankfully no one at Jobarpar or Barisal died but many big 
trees were uprooted and the roofs of some of the buildings were 
damaged.  Thanks to all who sent donations to help those affected by 
the cyclone. 
 
The Right Reverend Bill Down, President of the Oxford Mission, 
travelled to Bangladesh in November 2007. 
‘At Jobarpar I received a tumultuous welcome at the entrance to the Oxford Mission 
Compound. The band played and an excited crowd gathered round. It was lovely to 
see Mother Susila and the Sisters again, and as I relaxed in the comfortable Guest 
Cottage, gazing out over the well-tended compound with its ponds (or tanks), school, 
play area, farm animals, workshops, the Sisters’ accommodation and the chapel, I was 
conscious of the overwhelming beauty and peaceful purpose of the place. God is 
palpably present there.’ 
 
Please remember the Sisters of the Christa Sevika Sangha and the work 
of the Oxford Mission in your prayers. 
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Old Girls’ News 
July 2008

 
(Married names and SSC dates are given in brackets. We also give the email 
addresses of those who have used this method to contact us.) 
 
Jennifer Andrewes (Day: 1944-52) writes: 
‘It has been an emotional and wearying year, clearing and selling the family home and 
moving to Devon. I’m lucky to have three wonderful children who have had me staying 
with them, each in turn since I became homeless in September. I still haven’t quite 
moved in but I’m nearly there!’ 
 
Sue Balston (1957-64) 
Sue loves living in Tenterden. Her garden keeps her busy and is visited 
by lots of goldfinches and long-tailed tits.  Her Reading Group is 
thriving.  They have been enjoying Ian McEwan’s Saturday, Atonement and 
On Chesil Beach and went as a group to a performance of The Importance of 
Being Earnest in London. 
Walking keeps her very fit and she has been leading some all-day walks 
as part of a summer walks programme. The first of these was between 
Leeds Village and Ulcombe through the grounds of Leeds Castle in 
April. 
Sue’s cousins, Jill and David, helped her to celebrate her 60th birthday by 
giving a small party for her in May. 
She has only one cat now, Harriet, who was Jenny’s cat and is now in her 
sixteenth year. They have become very close, but when she goes, Sue 
intends to get one or two kittens from a friend. 
 
Sue Barrow (Allen: 1965-72) 
Sue is still working part-time in what is now Waterstone’s and is also 
writing reviews of new religious books for The Bookseller. Other than 
this, she spends time writing and arranging music for hand bells and 
ventures occasionally into composing for the church choir! She finds it 
difficult to believe that her son, Andrew, and daughter, Jennifer, will be 
27 and 25 this year and wonders where the time went to. 
Her parish have had Quiet Days at Begbroke as the Priory is not that far 
away. She recommends them highly. 
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Margaret Batten (Manuel: 1947-54) 
Margaret wrote recently to Paula Greatbatch (Dickie), describing some 
of the events in her life which had led up to her move to Nova Scotia, 
Canada. She reported an extraordinary coincidence. 
‘One evening I was downtown at a bar/restaurant with friends and in walked a 
crowd, one of whom was a nun who looked exactly like the St Stephen’s nuns. I went 
over to her and sure enough, she was from the St Stephen’s order, now living near 
Oxford.’ 
 
Jacqueline Berchier (Downes: 1944-53) 
Jackie’s hard work in her Retirement Care Home’s garden in Chichester 
has resulted in prizes in Garden competitions. Their garden was awarded 

first prize in their Retirement Care 
Group, part of the McCarthy and Stone 
Group, which covers a wide area in 
England. A picture of a corner of the 
garden was featured in a promotion for 
the District Council’s annual 
competition.  Jackie is extremely 
occupied with gardening and hopes to 
enter the competition again this year. 

 
June Binfield (Staff: 1961-72) 
June still works for Out of Hours Organisations concerning Patient and 
Public Involvement and is Chair of Oasis, a Domestic Abuse Services 
charity, providing a Refuge and workers in the community. She is about 
to give up after 12 years as Chair of Governors of the local church 
Junior school but her six grandchildren are keeping her busy. 
 
Jane Bowley (Yates: 1949-56) 
‘2008 was bound to be different – our joint 70th birthdays which meant Richard’s 
retirement from active parish ministry and first of all, a holiday – long expected – in 
New Zealand with friends in their parish in Southlands. 
We started off in January staying with a couple Richard had married in Auckland 
and drove slowly through North Island to Wellington where we stayed with an old flat 
mate who we hadn’t seen for 46 years! We were met on our arrival in South Island by 
Canon Chris Rodgers and his wife, Adrienne. They took us down to their house in 
Lumsden, stopping on the way to meet various friends and relations and the Rodgers’ 
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ex-parishioners. At Christchurch we were taken to meet the Sisters of the Community 
of the Sacred Name – many of them knew the Clewer sisters and some had spent time 
there. I was fascinated by the embroidery room, having made a number of stoles over 
the past few years. 
We spent some time in the parish which is vast and very sparsely inhabited. It was 
fascinating. Everyone was so friendly and welcoming and this was to mean a lot to me 
later on – as you will see! 
Chris’ son, Allan, married his American girlfriend in Dunedin on top of a 
mountain, the site of their future home, unfortunately in such low cloud that we never 
saw the view and the bride appeared out of the mist. After the wedding we went with 
the bride’s family to see the Fiordland and Doubtful Sound. On the way back we 
dropped in to see Paula Greatbatch (Dickie) in Gore. She seemed pleased to see 
us although slightly startled! 
A few days later, in the middle of the night, Richard was taken down to Invercargill 
Hospital with a ruptured aortic aneurism by a series of ambulances. After an eight-
hour operation he remained in critical care for ten days. Our sons were sent for as the 
prognosis was very low. Eventually Richard was woken from his enforced coma which 
was when we found that, although thankfully his brain had survived his heart having 
arrested and he was able to work out crossword puzzles, some nerves from his leg to 
the spine had been damaged during the operation and his right leg is paralysed. But as 
he said, when the alternative is rather final, who can complain! We can’t speak too 
highly about the care we received in the hospital; everyone was so friendly and kind 
and we were supported and uplifted by the prayers from far and near. After five weeks 
we were flown home with a doctor and nurse and my life as a carer began. 
Now Richard is able to walk on two sticks and life is getting easier. The Bishop has 
accepted his early resignation!’ 
  
Phillipa Bowley (Hamlyn: 1956-64) reports that her newest 
granddaughter arrived on 16th April. Her daughter, Helena, is now at 
Bristol University studying languages and is off to France and Italy next 
year. Philippa has seen Alison Keenlyside (Prall), Genevra 
Richardson, Anthea van der Gucht (del Mar) and Sue and Philippa 
Evans (Parsons). 
 
The Rev David Brown (Staff: 1977-1979) 
We are delighted to welcome David as our newest OSSS member. He 
was Chaplain and taught at the school in the late seventies and now lives 
in Scorton, Lancashire where he is in charge of the United Parish of St 
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Peter’s Church, Scorton, All Saints’ Church, Barnacre and St John’s 
Church Calder Vale. All his four daughters went to St Stephen’s Prep 
School in 1977-79. His wife, Madeleine, died some time ago and he 
regrets that she never knew their grandchildren – he now has ten, who 
live all over the world, in Australia, Spain and Kent. 
David hopes to attend the 2008 Reunion – if you were at the school at 
the same time, do come along and meet him. He would love to see you 
again!  
 
Angela Buckwell (Bollen: 1947-53) writes from Middelburg in the 
Netherlands: 
‘Three years a widow now – still takes getting used to. I have been 18 years in this 
flat, the longest I have ever been in one place, but the view from six floors up keeps me 
in touch with the town’s daily round. 
A Professor of Philosophy and Psychology gave an excellent lecture at our local Asset 
no. 1, ‘The Best Book Shop in the Netherlands’. It covered his latest books, Why 
life goes faster as you get older, Memory’s Secrets and his more popular 
edition, The Memory Factory, brains, time and ageing. It was a great relief to 
hear that one begins forgetting at 30+, but by 50 nearly every ex-student he re-
interviewed gave a much more positive verdict on their parents’ upbringing than they 
had done when they were at university – tempered no doubt by their own experiences 
with a younger generation. Perhaps time does heal? Other comments proved how right 
Ghost was with her advice before our ‘A’ levels; ‘Read all the questions before you 
begin you first answer. This gives your subconscious a chance to line up the answers for 
you.’ 
The grandchildren flourish. Rosa will be four in June, and Merlijn, now 3¼, is very 
proud of the fact that, having turned his piggy bank upside down, he’s now bought 
himself the bigger of the two small bedrooms in their new house. Their parents 
experience more exhaustion than we did. No doubt this is the fate of all two-worker 
families. Not surprising that volunteers are worth their weight in gold. 
Out at the Mission to Seamen things are looking up - an ex-Calvinist Prison 
Chaplain with an RC wife is now studying to be an Old Catholic priest (Why do the 
Dutch say the devil sleeps between two faiths on one pillow?) So we’ll have a full-time 
Missioner again at last. The pew of aged Brits are almost singing in time again for 
joy! 
I have just bought a four-year-old second-hand car with only 22,000 km on the clock. 
I hope to tour around a bit in October, but beware, it still needs running in!’ 
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Mary Cox (Kempster: 1938-47) 
Mary writes that her husband and she are about to move permanently to 
New Zealand from Cheshire to be nearer their family. 
 
Pip Deane (Grey-Edwards: 1948-52) 
Paula Greatbatch (Dickie) gives news of Pip, who is kept busy with 
paintings and portraits, while her family are making their mark in 
entertainment and the arts. Her oldest son, Harry Gregson-Williams is in 
the US and composed the music for the new film, Prince Caspian, directed 
by Andrew Adamson from New Zealand where the film is set. 
 
Rebecca Davey (1964-68) writes from Australia to say that 2007 had 
been the most difficult year of her life with her father passing away 
suddenly in May and her mother in September after 12 months of 
declining health. 
‘I’m sure there are many of us who can identify with the sense of loss. 
But this year brings a wedding, my second niece, and the promise of more family to fill 
the gaps. The cycle continues. Now I have an excuse to visit Queensland and Western 
Australia – what a hardship. The motorbike continues to be fun and I’ve joined a 
club whose motto is ‘Riders growing old disgracefully’. 
 
Jeannette Fossett (Oliver: 1936-42) 
Jeannette is now happily settled in a flat within a Care home in 
Folkestone, near the Leas and the Bandstand. She is finding it interesting 
to be back in the town after all these years! 
 
Paula Greatbatch (Dickie: 1944-51) 
As always, Paula has been indefatigable in sourcing information for the 
OSSS Newsletter, thanks to her wide network of friends who keep in 
touch with her from all over the world. She writes: 
‘In Gore, New Zealand, life continues to be busy. I manage to keep reasonably mobile 
and interested in most general news events. The District Nurses kindly check on me 
periodically and I have help with the housework and garden. 
Worldwide correspondence pleasantly occupies me, and I love hearing news of old time 
friends also reminiscing on paper. It is unfortunate that I am writing many sympathy 
letters as we are all ageing. However, there are plenty of challenges to keep me going! 
While still enjoying my own home, I am going through years of accumulated paper 
work and at last studying various books to refresh my memory. One re-discovered 
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‘treasure’ is my old autograph book with a number of OSSS contributions. Now 65 
years later in New Zealand, it is rather appropriate to reflect on a neat map of 
‘Koalas crossing from Africa to Australia’ drawn by Ann Kitton (Lady Riches) at 
Taplow in March 1945.  
Encouragingly, I am still receiving enquiries for my own three local NZ history books. 
During the Centennial of the Gore High School at Easter 2007, copies of A 
History of Croydon Siding (1985) by my husband, Alex, which I edited, were 
proudly displayed in the window of our local bookshop amongst the work of former 
pupils. 
The death of Sir Edmund Hillary, aged 88 years, January 2007 led to a lot of 
reminiscing. As a fellow mountaineer, my late husband, Alex had met Sir Edmund 
a number of times, and I met Sir Edmund and Lady June Hillary near Gore in 
2003.’ 
Paula passed on news from Liz Whitbread (Bennett) and Margaret 
Batten (Manuel). She also gave some information about Anna Pugh 
(1947-54), sister of Chris Pugh (Barr), and we have included a short 
piece about Anna and her work elsewhere in the Newsletter. In the 
1950s, when Joan Selby-Lowndes was editing the Children’s Church 
Newspaper for the Faith Press in London, Anna was responsible for the 
illustrations and Paula was Publicity Secretary in her spare time from 
working at Church House – very much an OSSS team effort! 
 
Elizabeth Greig (Barnes: 1960-67) writes: 
‘Max (29) and Marina (26) no longer live at home – just Joss (17) who lives on a 
drum kit! I am still in touch with Gabby Green (Twigg), Juliet Sinclair 
(Horgan), Hopie Sime (Dimond), Philippa Evans (Parsons) and am about to 
go on holiday with Anne Simpson (Newcombe) and Jane Messenger 
(Simpson).’ 
Email: greiglet@hotmail.com 
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Celia Kitton (Kemp: 1953-56) writes: 
‘We are hoping to come to UK next year sometime.  I still keep in touch with 
Felicity Fearon (Lywood), Penny Chalmers (Rea) and Gina Powell 
(Lyon) and hope to meet up again.  
Our grandchildren are growing up fast - Milla is now eight and has her own email 
address. Noa is getting on for six. They are both still in Chile and Tim (our elder 
son) is still with Princess Cruises. Thomas is five and Jessica nearly four and they are 
still in Victoria where Andrew (younger son) is working as a valuer in Albury.’ 
 Email: cmike@idx.com.au 
 
Ann Kitton: (Lady Riches: 1940-46) is keeping busy, with 40 years 
working at Great Ormond Street and 35 years at Barts and the Royal 
London. She still does the Advisory Appointment Committees. 
Her granddaughter, Lucy (19), is going to Newcastle University to study 
Fine Art and her grandson, Harry, goes to the University of Virginia for 
his third year as part of his University of Edinburgh degree course. Her 
daughter, Jenny, is a very busy physiotherapist. 
 
Julia Marno (Hawkings-Byass: 1957-61) 
Julia came along to the 2007 Reunion and found it very interesting to 
meet up with old friends. She is in contact with Clare MacFie (Hicks) 
who moved to Tunbridge Wells in December , and, through Clare, with 
Gillian Esplen (Day) and Jean MacPherson (Jenkins). Julia’s catering 
business keeps her extremely busy.  She has a number of catering events 
booked for this year, including a 100th birthday party. 
Email: julia.fant@griffinrecords.co.uk 
 
Veronica Parsons (Colin: 1952-58)  
‘I’m still working from home as a freelance writer. My husband, Andrew, is about to 
start studying for a PhD at the University of Strathclyde so it looks as if we shall 
both be kept busy for some time yet. We are addicted to long-distance walking and 
managed part of the South West Coast Path just after Christmas and the Rob Roy 
Way in Scotland at Easter, encountering wind, snow, rain and glutinous mud 
(thankfully, not all at the same time). But there is something extremely liberating 
setting out with all one’s possessions reduced to one small rucksack. In September we 
are making another trip to the Alps and hope to walk from Lake Geneva to 
Chamonix along the GR5.This will be a bit more of a challenge! 
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Our daughter’s latest novel is about to be published both here and in the US so I am 
unashamedly plugging it – look out for The Luminous Life of Lilly Aphrodite 
by Beatrice Colin (John Murray). It’s a good read.’ 
Email: mvc@crm.scotnet.co.uk 
 
Diana Phillips (Montgomery: 1957-61) 
Sheila Salmon sent news of Diana who lives in South Africa. She moved 
house on 21st December, but no sooner had they done so then there was 
a horrifying fire making its way towards their brand new house. Diana 
writes: 
‘The local voluntary fire brigade had arrived and would have saved our land but their 
pump broke down. In one hour, the fire brigade from Hermanus arrived with two 
trucks, one empty! We ourselves saved our house and outbuildings with garden hoses – 
but all our land and fencing was burnt to a cinder. Luckily all the animals were saved 
– but our cat has not been seen since the fire.’ 
  
Christine Pugh (Barr: 1937-42) sent two delightful photographs which 
are reproduced elsewhere in the Newsletter. She adds that she would 
love to hear from anyone who might be living in the Uckfield area. ‘It is 
always good to talk about the Taplow days.’  
This Newsletter also includes a short piece about her sister, the painter 
Anna Pugh, who is one of England’s leading folk artists. 
 
Carol Purser (Evans: 1934-37) 
A scarcity of news inspired Carol to write down some of her memories 
of SSC: 
‘I wonder whether anyone else remembers those last few years before the war, when 
SSC was still at Folkestone? We older ones were at Clewer House, but went down to 
the Main School for morning lessons. 
There was ‘Jam’ (Sister Jean Marian) the Principal, bustling along the corridor at 
night, keys jangling, turning off lights, calling ‘Goodnight, darlings!’; ‘Ghost’ (Sister 
Helen Muriel) who took English lessons and fostered in me a lifelong love of poetry; 
‘Steve’ (Miss Stephens) dissecting frogs in the lab; and ‘Mam’zelle’ (Mlle Vignier), a 
chic, elderly Parisienne, whom we both feared and admired. 
Who can forget running round the tennis courts after breakfast, however freezing the 
weather, or sunny afternoons at the weekend, sitting on a rug on the school field 
listening to the gramophone, the murmur of the sea, and sometimes the boom from 
Dungeness lighthouse in misty weather? 
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At the end of the day, after supper, the gramophone came out again and we danced to 
the tunes of the latest musicals, Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers’ songs such as 
‘Cheek to Cheek’ and finally and fittingly, ‘So many memories’.’ 
 
Kate (Kim) Robertson (1962-69) wrote to let us know that she had 
moved from London to West Sussex. ‘I love it here. The village is very 
friendly and the countryside around here is breathtakingly beautiful. I’m 
enjoying my own fruit and veg into the bargain!’ 
Email: katerobertson@clara.co.uk 

Sue Russell (Lady Fenn: 1948-54)  

Sue’s husband, Sir Nicholas Fenn, was a former British High 
Commissioner to Burma and is currently President of the British Burma 
society. They maintain close ties with the country which they hold in 
great affection and help to raise funds for Prospect Burma. This is a 
British charity which does tremendous work for student refugees outside 
Burma. 
In July, Sue‘s parish in Marden held a week of solidarity with Burma. An 
old friend, the present Bishop of Myitkyina, and his wife were staying 
with them before the Lambeth Conference and were present at a Garden 
Party for Burma which Sue and Nick hosted. 
Email: susan.fenn@btinternet.com 
 
Sheila Salmon (Morgan: 1957-61) sent us news of Diana Phillips 
(Montgomery). She herself has not had an easy time. 
‘The last few months have been a little difficult – my husband has lost a good deal of 
his eyesight. Jim lost the sight in his left eye five years ago to a condition called 
ischaemic optic neuropathy. Then four days after the OSS reunion last October, he 
realised that things were not well in his right eye. It was diagnosed as the same 
condition. He was given an MRI scan and then put on steroids, which may have 
arrested it, but he has very limited vision and has recently been registered as partially 
sight. We now have to consider our lives in a very different way. We sold the car, we 
are turning the bath into a dedicated shower and are getting someone to cut the hedges 
as there is no way I am going up an 8’ ladder with an electric hedge cutter.’ 
After celebrating her husband’s 80th birthday with a lunch at the Welwyn 
Garden City Golf Club, Shelia and Jim set off on another cruise. Their 
itinerary had to be altered; they were due to call in at Libya but as 
passengers needed authorized Arabic translations of their passports at 
great expense, the cruise line pulled out of Benghazi and Tripoli. 
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‘The Reunion was lovely last year and it was so good to have three of us there from the 
same form – Angela Maidment (Keeley) and Julia Marno (Hawkings-Byass). 
I think we may have made history. Does anyone wish to be brave and join us this 
year?’ 
 
Isobel Thomas (Bazire: 1940-47) writes: 
‘The trivial round and common task furnishes more than filling the hours of every 
day. How slowly things are accomplished and how quickly everything else whizzes 
past. 
However, our beautiful refurbished church of St Swithin’s, Walcot, Bath is an 
inspiration. We have reached down into the Crypt which is most spectacular and very 
usable, so we expect great things to happen. Our new Rector is full of enthusiasm, 
vigour and creativity, as well as being a godly praying man and a pastor to his flock. 
We are really blessed in our old age!’ 
 
Jane Thompson (Brown: 1934-41) writes that she may be on the move 
again, but only back into Uckfield, East Sussex. Christine Pugh (Barr) is 
nearby as is Anne Sturgess (Foster). She is in touch with Jeannette 
Fossett (Oliver) who has also moved into an assisted living flat so they 
will be able to compare notes. Christmas cards from Maureen Spanton 
(Humphries) and Jean Milne (Gosse) have helped to keep them in 
contact – especially appreciated as one grows older. 
 
Pat Thorne (1947-55) 
Pat’s step-mother will be 92 in August and her triplet nephews will be 18 
at the end of July. Timothy and Matthew are studying for their A-levels 
and hope to get to university. Christopher, who has Asperger’s 
Syndrome, is at college near Maidenhead but will be switching to 
Windsor College in September. 
 
Lydia Wacher (Hoare: 1949-56) 
Lydia sadly lost her husband, Derek, last January and she is now 
adjusting to living on her own. Her two children were with her within 24 
hours of his death and stayed for over two weeks which was a great help 
and comfort. A Memorial Service was held at Perrott Hill School in July 
where Derek had been Headmaster from 1970 to 1992. 
Lydia intends to visit her daughter and family in South Africa at 
Christmas for a month and then go to her son in Australia next March. 
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She lives in a wonderful village and she has great neighbours and many 
friends in the music world so she keeps extremely busy. 
 
Peggy Watts (George: 1927-33) writes that her sister, Mary James 
(Watts), unfortunately slipped and broke her hip recently. She is making 
good progress. Happily she has her daughters, Veronica and Catherine, 
living at Dorking, and Cilla at Southwater, who are all within easy reach. 
Peggy had to give up her car and has to depend on lifts but Mary has 
recently been given a mobile phone and keeps in daily contact. 
 
Elizabeth Whitbread (Bennett: 1949-56) 
Liz is in contact with Paula Greatbatch (Dickie) and wrote last 
Christmas  to describe the lovely wedding of her goddaughter, Sarah, 
daughter of Jane Dawson (Clarendon) in Winchester Cathedral. Jane 
and her husband now live in Hampshire.  Liz herself is a busy 
grandmother with three grown-up sons (one in Ireland) and is still sitting 
in the Family Court. She enjoys travelling abroad with a group of friends. 
 
 

 

For Sale 
 

 
 

Sent by Sheila Salmon (Morgan) 
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Those of you who remember the Gibbs sisters, Jillianne, Margaret and Rosamund 
(Rozzy) who were at SSC in the 1940--50s, may be interested to read this extract 
from an article in the Western Morning News, on the occasion of their mother’s 100th 
birthday in January, 2008. 
 

Lady Hilaria has seen it all in her 100 years 
by Marcia Castle 

 
Revolutions,  two world wars and space travel; the daughter of the late 
Sixth Earl of Mount Edgecumbe (1873-1965) has seen all that and more 
in a life spanning 100 years.  

To celebrate reaching her centenary, Lady Hilaria Gibbs held a special 
birthday party at her former family home at Cotehele in South East 
Cornwall, now owned by the National Trust, Recalling her childhood 
years, Lady Hilaria said, “We lived in a house at Widey Court through 
the First Wrorld War, where a secret room and a skeleton were found 
when it was demolished. There were very few motor cars. My parents 
used horse-drawn carriages to get around.” 

Cotehele was part of the estate of the Edgecumbe family from 1353 until 
1947, when the Sixth Earl suggested to the Treasury that Cotehele 
House and its 1,300 acres should be passed to the National Trust in lieu 
of death duties. 

It became the first historic house and estate to be acquired by the trust 
through the national land fund.  

Lady Hilaria is still a regular visitor to Cotohele and regales the staff with 
stories of when she and her family lived there. She said, “I have lived 
through a revolution and two world wars. We had servants who wore 
liveries and we were waited on by staff at meals who wore white gloves.” 

In 1923, she married Denis Gibbs, a colonel in the Queen’s Royal 
Regiment who was taken prisoner at the Battle of El Alamein in 1942. 
They had four daughters, Jilliane, Margaret, Rosamund and Penelope. 

Lady Hilaria, who now lives Plymouth with one of her daughters, has 14 
grandchildren, one of who is currently serving in Afghanistan, 24 great-
grand children and three great-great-grandchildren. 
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Anna Pugh 
(www.annapugh.com) 

 
Anna Pugh is admired as a colourist and story teller. Her paintings, like 
those of Richard Dadd and Frances Hodgkins, show the commonplace 
enlivened by touches of the surreal. Few artists equal her ability to record 
natural phenomena and to invigorate it with such persuasive illusion. 
They have the freshness and irreverent vitality of life lived close to 
nature. Her flowers, grasses and animals are as memorable as those in 
the Wilton Diptych, one of the National Gallery’s most loved exhibits. 
 
In twenty years she has painted over 200 pictures, all in private 
collections in the United Kingdom, Europe and North America. 
 
Anna exhibits exclusively at Lucy B. Campbell Fine Art in London, 
and her latest works are posted to the gallery’s website 
(www.lucybcampbell.com) as soon as possible, to allow them to be 
viewed at leisure by her international following. The tremendous demand 
for her paintings is a reflection of their spellbinding charm. We have 
included a colour reproduction of one of her paintings in the central 
section of this Newsletter. 
 
Signed copies of a hardback book about Anna Pugh are now available 
from Lucy B Campbell Fine Art at £30. The context of her paintings and 
career is set out in an introduction by the critic, Angus Stewart. 
 
Please contact the gallery to place an order: 
 
Lucy B. Campbell Fine Art 
123 Kensington Church Street 
London W8 7LP 
Call: +44(0) 20 7727 2205 
Or email lucy@lucybcampbell.com 
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(article from Kent Life, September 1969) 
 

The Education of Girls at ST STEPHEN’S COLLEGE 
The Girls’ School close to the Sea at North Foreland, Broadstairs 

 
The youthful-looking, fair-haired woman seated at the desk in the head-mistress’s 
sitting-room at St Stephen’s College at Broadstairs was planning the timetable for 
the coming year. 
“Girls these days must have the opportunity of gaining ‘O’ and ‘A’ levels,” Miss 
Joan Selby-Lowndes, headmistress of St Stephen’s, said, “but the dividing line 
between a cramming establishment and a school where the girls can develop the 
whole of their personalities is a difficult one to follow.” 
Not much more than a year ago, Miss Selby-Lowndes had no thought of becoming 
headmistress of this girls’ independent Public School. She was perfectly happy 
writing children’s books and editing the Junior Church Paper. She had been a 
boarder at St Stephen’s for four years, a school governor for nearly twenty and was 
asked to accept the position as headmistress in a temporary capacity.  
“This has now developed into a permanency,” she said, “and it is one of the most 
satisfying and rewarding tasks a woman can undertake.”  
Miss Selby-Lowndes feels that, although day girls are welcome, it is the boarding 
side of the school that has most to offer in the fullest educational sense. Character 
development is important at St Stephen’s. 
Two innovations have already been introduced by Miss Selby-Lowndes in her first 
year as headmistress. 
The most important is the scheme linking the sixth form for all ‘A’ level classes 
with the boys of nearby St Lawrence College. This follows the modern trend for 
co-education in our public schools. The other new idea is not of such academic 
interest, but to the girls equally exciting, and that is the introduction of a fine stable 
of horses and ponies for riding at the College. Six horses and four ponies are cared 
for by two qualified riding instructresses. Sherif Nasser, an uncle of King Hussein, 
has three daughters at the College and recently made a gift of three Arab horses to 
the riding school. 
Boarders and weekly boarders are accepted at St Stephen’s from eight years of age. 
Preparatory school boarders have their own house “Wynstow” facing the sea and 
linked to the main building by a private underground route. Junior school girls are 
accepted from eleven years of age and take the grammar school syllabus. 
While the fees of St Stephen’s College are for the older girls in the five hundred 
pounds a year category, parents are ensured of a first-class education for their 
daughters up to university standard. There are, on average, twenty pupils in a class 
which ensures that the teaching staff can give young students individual attention. 
Senior girls are advised on the choice of career. 
Joan Selby-Lowndes is sure that girls today are much more career-minded than 
most of the previous generation. “They want to be qualified before they decide to 
marry,” she said. 
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Many girls from St Stephen’s enter our universities where they mostly choose an 
arts degree rather than the sciences. Miss Selby-Lowndes herself makes sure the 
girls know of the opportunities open to them. St Stephen’s has a careers room and, 
linked to St Lawrence, the two schools explore different ideas. 
“Today girls are inclined to look for a career in social work, perhaps something like 
speech therapy,” Miss Selby-Lowndes explained. “The trend is to want to do things 
for others.” 
Asked on her views on sport for girls, Miss Selby-Lowndes said that girls do not 
seem to be quite as sports-minded as their mothers were. “The reason is, I think, 
that they simply do not get time from the school syllabus to spend more than one 
hour a day on the sports field. Riding, swimming, tennis and athletics are favourite 
sports,” she added, “and they play lacrosse, hockey and netball in the winter 
months.” 
The girls have many interests to occupy them once classes are over. There is a 
cookery club, smaller girls have gardens to tend, a drama club, ballet and debating 
and music societies. Privileges are enjoyed on a graded system and the girls are 
allowed to shop in Broadstairs in the company of one or two other girls. The idea 
of the pupils themselves, they very often visit the elderly in the locality, carrying out 
odd jobs for them such as shopping. 
Parents are advised on the amount of pocket money to allow their daughters. 
Depending on age, they receive between five shillings and ten shillings a week and 
tuck boxes from home are not encouraged as there is a fully-equipped shop 
attached to the school. 
“In an endeavour to give our girls an idea of democracy at work, we have a school 
council consisting of prefects, form captains and vice-captains where girls can air 
grouses and grumbles and ideas can be discussed,” Miss Selby-Lowndes said. “It 
was through this school council that girls arranged for their hated yellow “Sunday” 
dresses to be dropped from the uniform list. These dresses were as out-of-date ad 
was the headgear which has now been replaced with boaters and berets.” 
Uniform consists of green tunic dresses with white blouse and dark green school 
tie with red and white stripe. 
“They like to wear a working uniform in school hours only. For many years we had 
a camel cloth green-coloured dress for dinner, but now senior girls are allowed to 
change into their own clothes for after-school hours.” 
Miss Selby-Lowndes said that at St Stephen’s they try to encourage the girls to 
know the difference between fashion and fancy dress. Make-up for the sixth form 
is allowed but never with uniform.  
Sex education is taught at St Stephen’s but only through the biology the girls learn 
in the science lessons. Miss Selby-Lowndes is hoping to form a discussion group 
for personal relationship talks. 
“My year at St Stephen’s has taught me many things,” Miss Selby-Lowndes 
admitted, “and that is how very much earlier girls mature nowadays. By the time 
they leave us at seventeen or eighteen years of age, they are poised young women 
and we are very proud of them.” 
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R.I.P. 
 
 
Marilyn Watson 
(Mrs Cox/Tindall) 

 
SSC 1946-52 
Marilyn’s death was announced in last 
year’s Newsletter.  
Robert Cox, her son, wrote from Sydney 
to Pip Deane (Grey-Edwards). He said 
that that Marilyn had been joyful to have 
made contact with Pip via the internet. 
The family had held a small service and a 
celebration of Marilyn’s life in the native 
garden of which she was a strong and 
active member. ‘We spoke about her life and 
her legacy in us for artistry, environmental bias 
and educating legacy for young and old.’ 
 

Caroline Nelson 
(Mrs Peel-Yates) 
 
Kathleen Le Sueur 
M.C.S.P 
(of Harlington, Beds, 
formerly of Radlett, Herts) 

SSC 1962-69 
 
 
SSC dates unknown 
Died 16th January 2008  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 


