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EDITORIAL 

 
July 2007 

 
 

 
We have much pleasure in sending you the 2007 edition of the OSSS 
Newsletter. We’d like to thank everyone who took time to send us their news 
and unearthed photographs and documents from the distant but vividly-
remembered past. 
 
Although St Stephens has been closed since 1991, the number of OSSS 
members has remained fairly constant – and several Old Girls have recently 
made contact with us after a gap of decades. At last year’s AGM, we agreed 
to keep the Society going for another five years. This decision appears to 
have been fully justified and many people have written since to say how 
much they enjoy the Newsletter and the chance to meet up with old friends 
at the Reunion. 
 
This year’s AGM and Reunion will be held in London on Saturday, October 
6th from 12 noon to 4 pm at St Peter’s Eaton Square, only a few minutes walk 
from Victoria mainline, bus and underground stations. If you would like to 
come, and haven’t already notified us, please fill in the enclosed slip so we 
know how many to cater for.  
 
With every good wish, 
 
Veronica Colin (née Parsons) 
 
 
 
 

 
SSC Website address 

 
http://www.ststephensbroadstairs.org.uk/ 
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OSSS AGM AND REUNION 
Saturday 30th September 2006 

St Peter’s, Eaton Square, London  
 

The decision to hold the AGM and Reunion in central London turned out to 
be a good one. We were delighted that so many people managed to come – 
some for the first time – and we all enjoyed a very pleasant buffet lunch, 
thanks to M&S, who make catering for a crowd really easy. 
 
The main business of the AGM was the future of the OSSS. Some members 
had suggested that the Society be dissolved while it (and its members) were 
still comparatively healthy rather than let it subside into a moribund state. 
This suggestion was put to the meeting. 
 
By 2006, the number of OSSS Committee members had dropped to four. We 
were jointly responsible for running the Society and although we did this 
gladly, we felt a little over-worked and under-appreciated. More Committee 
members were urgently needed to lighten our load and ensure that the OSSS 
kept going.  
 
The meeting discussed the options and agreed that the OSSS should continue 
for a further five years. At this point, the Society’s future would be revisited. 
The four existing Committee members were re-elected and Kim Robertson 
and Juliet Strange (Young) were elected as new Committee members, which 
brought the Committee up to strength.  
 
Patsy Rogers, Treasurer, tabled the OSSS Accounts for 2005-2006 which 
showed a closing balance of £3,065. The meeting agreed to increase the 
donation to the Oxford Mission to £600, and continue the annual Friends of 
CSJB subscription. 
 
Those present: 
Sue Barrow (Allen), Jackie Berchier (Downes), June Binfield, Annie 
Buckmaster (Tavener), Angela Buckwell (Bollen), Joan Canning (Hughes), 
Philippa Evans (Parsons), Jeannette Fossett (Oliver), Annelise Grimsey, 
Caroline Harrison-Wallace (Duthy), Veronica Parsons (Colin), Susi Phillips 
(Proffit), Kate (Kim) Robertson, Sheila Salmon (Morgan), Patsy Smith 
(Rogers), Sally Smith, Anne Sturgess (Foster), Sue Sturgess (Goodall), Lydia 
Wacher (Hoare), Ginni Wincott (Darbyshire), Juliet Young (Strange). 
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THE PRIORY, BEGBROKE 
Community News 

 
The Sisters continue to be extremely busy, both with work outside the Priory, 
and with guests, - both individual and groups – within. Their devoted staff 
continue to care for their physical needs and they feel very fortunate to have 
such a wonderful team. 
 
Sister Mary Stephen CSJB was ordained priest by the Bishop of Dorchester in 
Dorchester Abbey on 24th September 2006. She described this as ‘the most 
wonderful day of her life’, having the inestimable privilege of both being 
ordained and presiding at her first Eucharist on the same day.  
‘I felt surrounded by ‘clouds of witnesses’, past and present, and was certainly surrounded 
by many who had come to support me. Sisters who were able to make the journey to the 
Abbey; friends, both personal and of our community; and not a few people from the 
Hanborough and Freeland parishes were there. The only important missing guest was our 
Chaplain, Lister, who had to be in Norway giving a thirty day retreat – but I’d been 
assured of his prayers – and those of all the retreatants too, Lister occasionally says jokingly 
‘Hail Mary’ when he greets me … and certainly I felt filled with grace on that day.’ 
 
Following the death of Sr Esther Mary, the last surviving member of the 
Community for the Reparation to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament early in 
2006, the Community decided to offer Southwark Cathedral the beautiful pall 
that had belonged to CRJBS. Sr Anne and the Rev Peter Viney, the 
Community’s Bursar, handed this over on All Souls’ Day at the Requiem 
Mass in the evening. 
 
In February, Sr Anne was invited to preach about her work as Chaplain to 
the homeless community in Oxford to a small group at Keble College. She 
also coordinated a display in Oxford at St Michael’s, Northgate, which gave 
an overview of the opportunities for homeless people in the city. 
 
Commemoration Day was celebrated this year on Thursday, 28th June, with 
the Reverend Canon Dr John Sweet of Cambridge University as guest 
preacher. 
 
And, in case you were wondering, Tabitha and Benedict, the community’s 
much-loved cats, are flourishing.  
 

Community website: http://www.gjm61.dial.pipex.com/ 
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Christa Sevika Sangha 
(Handmaids of Christ) 

Bangladesh 
 

In 1970, a Bangladeshi Sisterhood was founded at Jobarpar, the Christa Sevika Sangha. 
Mother Susila has been Superior of the CSS Community since 1986. The Sevikas 
supervise boys’ and girls’ hostels and a play centre for young children, help in St Gabriel’s 
School and supervise St Mary’s Home at Barisal. The OSSS annual donation to the 
Oxford Mission has been earmarked for the scholarship fund in Barisal and Jobarpar 
which is operated by Mother Susila. 

 
At Jobarpar, one of the Oxford Mission’s two centres in Bangladesh, Mother 
Susila (who was 82 last December) and her CSS Sisters (now 13 in total) live 
in the beautiful peaceful compound, which also houses the girls’ hostel and a 
small playgroup. The girls attend St Gabriel’s Primary School which is just 
outside the CSS compound with the boys’ hostel and the Parish Church close 
by.  
 
Mother has organised many projects to help women in the villages nearby 
gain much needed extra income. The sinking of deep tube wells is still a 
priority with over 30 completed and paid for by parishes and friends in the 
UK. These deep tube wells cost approximately £555.00 each and are the only 
safe way of extracting drinking water as the shallow tube wells contain 
arsenic. 
 
Mother Susila’s health has been giving cause for great concern over the past 
six months. At the time of writing, she is out of hospital and back home in 
Jobarpar, very tired but relatively free from pain. Please remember her in your 
prayers and the Sisters of the Christa Sevika Sangha who are caring for her so 
devotedly. 
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Old Girls’ News 
July 2007

 
(Married names and SSC dates are given in brackets. We also give the email addresses of 
those who have used this method to contact us.) 
 
Jennifer Andrewes (Day: 1944-52) writes: 
‘My mother died in November last year aged 104½. She had never been to hospital in her 
life and took no medicine. Life is strangely quiet without her and I am busily packing up 
this huge house and trying to find a nice little nest in the area. Easier said than done! My 
three kind children rush over when they can to give me a hand. I had a nice lunch and walk 
with Pip Woods (Wedderburn-Ogilvy) recently.’ 
 
Jill Bathurst (Murray-Smith: 1949-57) 
Jill has just moved to a new home in Minchinhampton, near Stroud. She 
writes: 
‘I am now settled in my new ‘cottage-style’ house and like it very much indeed. The village is 
only one mile from my previous address so it is easy to see old friends and I can walk to 
some shops, library, doctor, dentist, etc, which is very convenient. It’s part of an English 
Courtyard development for the over-55s!! So a nice quiet community of friendly people which 
I much prefer to the complete seclusion of my previous house where the large garden finally 
defeated me. Here I have lovely gardens all round me which are maintained by resident 
managers. I also have my own private courtyard-type small garden which I shall enjoy 
looking after. 
In May last year, my younger daughter, Kate, had her first child, a girl called Beth. So I 
now have three grandchildren. Unfortunately, they don’t live locally but we see each other as 
often as possible. I manage to take holidays and trips each year with friends and family. 
Sadly, since Nick died four years ago, a few of my friends have also been widowed, so there 
is quite a circle of ‘singles’ to go out and about with. I am also attempting to learn to play 
Bridge, something I wish I had done earlier when my memory was better! I attend an art 
class each week and am still very involved with my previous church at Amberley. My 
ancient cocker spaniel keeps me exercised.’ 
 
Barbara Blake (Aldridge: 1929-35)  
Barbara thinks that, at 88, she is probably the oldest Old Girl. She now has 
five great grandchildren and one of the boys has won a scholarship to Eton. 
He is very good at cricket, and was Captain of the Devon Junior Team as well 
as being bright at school. 
She keeps in touch with Joan Thorpe (Goodman) who is still living in Hove. 
Barbara’s daughter, Antonia, is retired and living in Hythe.  
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Jane Bowley (Yates: 1949-56) 
Jane sent us a selection of old SSC letters and documents lovingly preserved 
by her mother, who threw nothing away and had kept every letter, exam 
paper and report. Re-reading Jane’s own letters, she said, was horrifying – 
they were all ‘please send’ and terribly demanding. Then she read her sons’ 
letters from prep school and they were exactly the same! We have included 
some SSC archive material in the Newsletter which may cause some 
amusement. 
 
Wendy Claxton (Carter: 1939-45) 
Having reached 80, Wendy is somewhat disabled, partially sighted and 
housebound but is still extremely interested in all affairs and the phone is 
invaluable for keeping her in touch. She is in contact with Anne Acheson 
(Foster) in Vancouver Island, Elizabeth Armitage (Stead) and Rosemary 
Atkinson (Butcher), both in Surrey, Margaret Priestman (Avison/Bucknell) 
in Yorkshire and Doreen Pugh – all of Taplow vintage. 
Having been wiped out by Lloyds of London and the ‘slings and arrows of 
outrageous fortune’, they still have its spectre hanging over them. But they 
are able to count their blessings, such as their home and reasonable health. 
Wendy’s husband (83), a surveyor, still commutes to the City, keeping his 
business alive, Sadly they see little of their family – three married children and 
eight grandchildren, ‘all splendid specimens’. 
Wendy would welcome phone calls from any other Old Girls (01892 
723515). 
 
Rebecca Davey (1964-68) writes from Australia to report that 2006 was a 
good year for her with the arrival of her second beautiful great niece and the 
purchase of an 800cc motorbike. She says the two events are connected – she 
feels an overwhelming desire to be as bad an influence on the new generation 
as she was with her nieces! 
2007 will be busy with some home renovation and keeping up with the 
growing family. 
 
Jane East (Lindsay: 1956-62) 
Jane wrote recently to Sheila Salmon who had been in touch with her after 
hearing of her father’s death.  
‘We have now been in Canada nearly 40 years, which seems incredible. I came in 1968 
once I had my SRN nursing certificate. We started off in Montreal where my two daughters 
were born and then came to Toronto in 1977 where my son was born. Sadly, my husband 
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died in 1987 very suddenly, but life goes on, and with three children I was lucky to find a 
wonderful Irishman who has been a great father to them. He is now retired and I do not 
work either. He also has three grandchildren and we enjoy the family. My daughter had a 
baby boy in January, so that was very exciting. What memories there are of SSC remain 
quite vivid with me.’ 
 
Anna Gray (Deedes: 1955-60) 
Sheila Salmon (Morgan) sent news of Anna. She and her husband, Jeremy, 
have recently returned from South Africa – their sixteenth visit. Her youngest 
son was married in May. 
 
Paula Greatbatch (Dickie: 1944-51) 
Although she lives on the other side of the world in Gore, New Zealand, 
Paula has been tireless in gathering news about Old St Stephenites and 
passing on the information to a grateful Editor. 
At Christmas 2006 she wrote: 
‘In May 2006 I felt honoured when invited to cut the cake at the 30th Dinner of the Gore 
Genealogists (I made a short speech). The Mayor of Gore was present.  
Healthwise, this has been a year of many adjustments and assessments now that I am an 
Older Person. I am still determined to be as independent as possible in my own home 
despite some physical decline. Now my bedroom and bathroom more resemble a hospital. 
Indeed I have always dreaded this particular stage in my life. Now I must face up to it all 
in a positive and thankful vein. There are many happy memories to sustain me, especially 
visual ones. 
New Zealand has a new coinage; we have a new Governor General of Fijian-Indian 
descent; the Maori Queen has died after 40 years and I saw scenes of Queen Elizabeth II’s 
80th birthday celebrations on TV. 
It is great to hear from and to reminisce with friends but I am writing too many sympathy 
letters as links are broken. There must come a day when I shall have to seriously curtail my 
correspondence (no computer!) However I do like to keep in touch with people from whom I 
have received much kindness during a rather unsettled life.’ 
(Editor’s note: We have included a transcript of an article from The Ensign 
(20/04/07) which gives an excellent overview of Paula’s many achievements). 
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Wendy Houle (Knight: 1952-59) recently had the opportunity to visit ‘St. 
Stephen's Manor’ in the course of her work. She tells us that the old main 
building has now been divided into apartments, and there are a number of 
‘chalets’ in the grounds, which belong to the owner of the Penthouse and 
which she is letting out for holidays.  
‘The owner invited me in to have a look round the building, and up to her penthouse 
apartment. It's quite odd going in through the front door, and remembering that our parents 
used to wait for us there at exeats. It is now used as the lobby area. There is a lift directly 
up to the penthouse, and she has designed and decorated it to a very high spec. There are 
two enormous roof garden areas, and you are able to have a 360 degree view. It's quite 
spectacular. 
I asked her about the tunnel which used to lead from St. Kitts to the main school, and there 
is an access door still there, although the tunnel is now blocked off. What she did show me 
was the old wine cellar which the nuns used!’  
Email address: bob-wendyknight@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Heather Ingram (Bowyer: 1961-65) went to a concert at Ulcombe Church 
earlier this year organised by Sue Balston in memory of Jenny. This was very 
enjoyable and well attended. Her son, James, got married to Pippa, a doctor, 
in May in what seemed to be the last of the good weather this year. 
Email address: heatherb@bowyerengineering.co.uk 
 
Veronica James (Watts: 1957-62)  
‘Chris and I are really enjoying our retirement in Dorking and, as most people say when 
they retire, we are busier than ever! I am involved in lots of music, and now play regularly 
in two quartets and a quintet. We both sing in our church choir which has also sung 
services in Chichester, Southwark and Guildford. Next January we are going to sing 
Evensong in St. Paul's Cathedral. 
Chris is very busy as a Reader here as there are three churches in the benefice so he preaches 
at all three. He is also a governor of the local Primary school as well as being the secretary 
of the Disciplinary Panel of his old profession (Patent Agents). 
All our family are well and Abigail and Paul have just returned from New Zealand where 
they were working for 2½ years. They are now looking for jobs and we hope they won't be 
too far away when they settle. 
In August we are taking my mother, Mary James (Watts) down to see our daughter in 
Devon. On the way we are going to visit Jean Woodward (Long) who lives in 
Bournemouth. 
In May we had a lovely holiday in Scotland (my first time there). We went by train, first to 
Edinburgh for four days and then on to Inverness where we hired a car and stayed in a 
lovely hotel on Loch Ness at Invermoriston for eight days. The weather was very good and 
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the scenery was stunning. We had a really wonderful time and will certainly be going back 
again! 
We love living in Dorking. It's a very attractive town with lots of history. We have a 
beautiful view from our house which looks across the town to Box Hill and we can also see 
part of Denbies, the largest vineyard in England. I will be coming to the Reunion in 
October with my mother and look forward to seeing some of you then.’ 
Email address: veronica@candvwatts.co.uk 
 
Alison Keenlyside (Prall: 1957-62) writes: 
‘Gemma got married last year on the Glorious Twelfth which was wet and thundery but it 
didn’t matter. Last spring, Bill and I sailed across the Med. to Portugal and later made a 
attempt to sail across the Atlantic but were beaten by the weather. I see Philippa 
Bowley (Hamlyn) and Gill Esplen (Day), a proud grandmother, quite often. Claudia 
is happily covering sofas in Crouch End.’ 
 
Val King (Ledger: 1944-54) 
Through Paula Dickie, we learn that Val recognised an old school friend, Val 
Preston, on the Antiques Road Show on TV and managed to make contact 
with her after many years. They have since met a number of times in London. 
Val has now joined the OSSS and we are delighted to welcome her. 
 
Celia Kitton (Kemp: 1953-56) writes: 
‘We had a wonderful cruise round the Baltic during the summer of 2006 with three 
magnificent days in St. Petersburg. I also met up with Felicity Fearon (Lywood) and 
Penny Chalmers (Rea) in London and we sat and talked for hours under a tree in St. 
James Park eating our sandwiches.  It was good to catch up and hope to do it again when 
we visit next time, hopefully during the summer of 2008. We also spent several days with 
my brother, Michael and his family in Cheshire which was great as we lost touch for nearly 
40 years so we are still getting to know each other again and catch up on the ‘missing 
generation’.  
 This year we are staying closer to home, visiting our younger son and family in Victoria 
and enjoying time with Thomas (nearly 5) and Jessica (3 going on 13). Our elder son is 
still working with Princess Cruises and will be in Europe later in the Spring. His two 
children are still in Chile, so unfortunately we don't see much of them. Mike is still enjoying 
his 1968 Silver Shadow RR and we will be attending their annual rally in Queensland in 
May this year.’ 
Email address: cmike@idx.com.au 
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Ann Kitton: (Lady Riches: 1940-46) writes: 
‘I keep busy in the NHS in spite of my age. I do most of the Consultant Appointment 
Committees at Barts and the Royal London Trust and at Great Ormond Street. I have 
done 52 years in the NHS in May 2007 and hate to see how it is deteriorating with 
disillusioned staff. My grandson Harry is at Edinburgh University reading History and 
Politics and seems to spend a great deal of his time acting in rather obscure plays. Lucy is 
in her last year at Oundle and then is doing an Art Foundation course instead of a gap 
year. My daughter (50 last year) keeps on with her physiotherapy and has been working for 
the army. She is extremely worried that so many of our young men and women going to war 
zones are so unfit.’ 
 
Jean Mackelden (Thompson: 1955-60) 
Jean is still living as a farmer’s wife on Romney Marsh where they grow 
arable crops, potatoes and rear sheep and cattle as well as being involved in 
other projects. They have three grown-up sons who are also involved in 
farming. This year they were thrilled at the birth of their first grandson who is 
a great joy. 
Jean is involved with female prisons as a member of the Independent 
Monitoring Board. This is a useful link with her work as a magistrate on the 
East Kent Bench.  
She sees her sister Pat Mackelden (Weston) frequently. Pat retired from 
nursing several years ago but is always busy with her grandchildren. 
 
Julia Marno (Hawkings-Byass: 1957-61) 
Sheila Salmon (Morgan) was delighted to make contact with Julia after a long 
interval and sent us her news. Julia has not heard from, or seen anyone from 
SSC since she got married in 1966. 
Julia trained as a secretary and then spent some time in Switzerland brushing 
up on her French. She married when she was 21 – Diana Phillips was at her 
wedding. Sadly, she was divorced after 15 years and has since remarried. She 
has two children, Sarah and Michel and two grandchildren aged eight and 
three. Julia is kept very busy helping her husband who is in the recording 
business (a CD from St Paul’s is about to come out) and running a successful 
catering business with a friend. 
Julia lost touch with Priscilla Bennett who married when she was 18 and went 
to live in Australia. Does anyone have any information about Priscilla? 
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Veronica Parsons (Colin: 1952-58) writes: 
‘Pension book and bus pass notwithstanding I am still as busy as ever, working as a 
freelance writer. From time to time I am called to look after Theo and Frances, my 
daughter’s children, who live only a few minutes away. 
In May this year, I joined a small group of women on a fund-raising trek in Namibia. 
This was tremendously exciting and great fun. We walked across empty expanses of desert 
and along dry sandy river beds, seeing some amazing wildlife on the way – elephants, 
giraffes, oryx, etc. One day we had a close encounter with three black rhino but luckily we 
were downwind and managed to creep away without being spotted. Most nights we camped 
under the stars – which were more brilliant than I have ever seen them. 
Andrew and I went on a more conventional holiday to Switzerland later in the year; 
travelling by train to Zermatt and walking high in the mountains along well-marked, 
graded footpaths. The flowers were spectacular and we also saw plenty of wildlife, such as 
chamois, ibex and marmots.’ 
Email address: mvc@crm.scotnet.co.uk 
 
Honor Paterson (Widell: 1946-52) writes that she was still enjoying life in 
rural Gloucestershire and was in touch with Joanna Crawshaw, who might 
move to Bristol soon. They celebrated the New Year with her. 
Music plays quite a large part in Honor’s life. Her neighbour plays the flute 
and she, Honor and another friend enjoy playing together. Honor also plays 
piano duets and sings in a small choir. 
 
Diana Phillips (Montgomery: 1957-61) 
Sheila Salmon sent news of Diana, having made contact with her through her 
sister, Susi (Proffit), at last year’s Reunion. 
Diana is now living in South Africa, having come out in 1969 with Sarah 
Balchin. They both married and Sarah had two children. Diana had no 
children but a passion for horses and worked full-time – an interesting job 
that took her all over South Africa. 
When her husband retired they went to live in a country village about two 
hours away from Cape Town and her dear horse came with them. Sadly, after 
three years, Diana divorced and went into partnership with a friend. They 
train horses and riders for competition but are about to retire. They also 
provide a home for a large number of mostly rescued dogs and breed 
parrots!!! 
 
Christine Pugh (Barr: 1937-42) writes: 
‘I meet Jane Thompson (Brown) and Anne Sturgess (Foster) quite frequently. I 
had lunch with Anne and Peter last month - they live in such a delightful area. I am 



OSSS NEWSLETTER – SUMMER 2007 

12 

hoping that Jeannette (Oliver) will come to stay this summer and we’ll meet up again. If 
any old OSSS should be coming to East Sussex or thereabouts, I should love to catch up 
with them.’ 
 
Carol Purser (Evans: 1934-37) 
Carol writes that she is happy and settled in a lovely part of the North 
Yorkshire Moors. Two of her daughters live within half an hour’s drive from 
her. The other two are further afield – one in Lisbon, Portugal and the other 
in Edinburgh, both very attractive places to visit.  
Her six grandchildren have all been or are about to go to university. Cathy, 
who is at Aberdeen University, stayed with her in January, armed with a 
Tibetan Phrase book. She had been doing some research connected with 
growing rice in the Third World and was hoping to spend some time in Tibet. 
Three great grandchildren complete the family. Carol feels she has have 
travelled a long way since her days in ‘Violets’, her dormitory in Clewer 
House, Folkestone. 
 
Kate (Kim) Robertson (1962-69) is currently directing rehearsals of ‘Ten 
Times Table’ by Alan Ayckbourn which the Old Stagers will perform at the 
Gulbenkian Theatre, Canterbury, during Kent Cricket Week. Having decided 
that she can no longer trust her memory, Kate has given up acting and is 
thoroughly enjoying the creative responsibilities of directing. Gabby Green 
(Twigg) is in the cast as is Max Barnes, the older son of Lizzie Greig 
(Barnes).  
Email address: katerobertson@clara.co.uk 

 

Sue Russell (Lady Fenn: 1948-54) writes: 
‘Nick and I are just about to set off to Uganda with a party of twelve from Marden 
Church. We have been sending money to Nabbongo village, in Eastern Uganda, to repair 
the village school, and this group will be taking out gifts and equipment as well as more 
money. We have a Ugandan family in our congregation and Naomi attended this school in 
her youth. Now she and her husband teach in Maidstone schools! After the visit we shall 
enjoy being tourists for a week in the national parks in the south-west of the country and 
will no doubt see lots of wild life and even - if we're very lucky - the endangered gorillas. 
We both continue to be far too busy, e.g. I directed and Nick took the lead in our local 
outdoor Shakespeare last month. It was ‘A Winter's Tale’, a difficult play, but we rose to 
the challenges and it was a wow! Even the weather was kind to us! But actually our 
children and six grandchildren seem to consume most of our time - which is as it should be.’ 
Email address: susan.fenn@btinternet.com 
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Sheila Salmon (Morgan: 1957-61) sent us news of Diana Phillips 
(Montgomery) and Jane East (Lindsay) but admits that her own news is very 
sparse. She and her husband had another lovely cruise around the 
Mediterranean including two wonderful days on Venice. She would love to 
hear from any one else in her form at SSC. 
 
Margaret Seymour (1946-51) writes that she keeps well but has needed to 
take her cat to the RSPA Clinic at Edmonton Green – quite an experience 
with both people and their animals. On 3rd March they had a fun day at St 
Mark’s Church, beating drums outside to let people know that they were very 
much alive. Fairtrade fortnight was marked by free handouts to passing cars 
and a stall of goods outside the church. 
She has taken up drawing and painting at a weekly evening class not too far 
away which is attended by a mixed group of people. There are four Margarets 
in the class!  
 
Anne Sturgess (Foster: 1936-42) wrote to say that it had been a sad year so 
far. Their sister, Joan, who was at SSC in the early 1940s died in February at 
her home in California. Luckily they were able to visit her in January and say 
goodbye. She fought long and bravely against throat cancer but Anne never 
heard her complain although she was well aware of the likely outcome. 
 
Jane Thompson (Brown: 1934-41) writes: 
‘I have moved a short distance from Uckfield and enjoy Maresfield very much. Christine 
Pugh (Barr) and Anne Sturgess (Foster) live nearby and I see them occasionally. 
Very sorry to miss last years’ reunion but was having my second knee replacement. I hope 
to be fit enough to help with showing cattle again this summer – old age is not for sissies!’ 
 
Lydia Wacher (Hoare: 1949-56) 
Lydia and her husband had a lovely time with their three grandchildren in 
South Africa when they visited their daughter’s family last year. They then 
travelled on to Melbourne to see their son’s new baby. She is now eighteen 
months old.  
 
Ginni Wincott (Darbyshire: 1962-66) writes: 
‘My news for 2006 is not very different – still living in Beverley, East Yorkshire, and I’m 
still working as a librarian. Our eldest daughter is now in Lower Sixth, having successfully 
taken GCSEs last summer, and her sister has embarked on her GCSE courses. Tom is, 
as always, busy in his head teacher role, but he enjoys his work most of the time. 
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We enjoyed a plethora of holidays last year – Spain, France, London, the Lakes and 
Ireland. This year we are unsure where we are going; family holidays are not as appealing to 
a 15 and 17 year old. However we’re looking forward to my brother-in-law’s 80th birthday 
celebrations in the autumn, when as many as possible of my very large family will get 
together.  
I was excited recently to get an email from Liz Fraser, who was two forms above me at 
SSC. Through her I’ve been in touch with her sister Sarah, who I haven’t seen or spoken to 
for some 36 years! I really enjoyed the reunion last year, and hope to make the 2007 event.’ 
Email address: ginni@tesco.net 
 
Philippa Woods (Wedderburn-Ogilvy: 1946-52) writes: 
‘Having had three daughters, we are lucky enough to have five grandsons who are a great 
joy and keep us quite busy. 
We have recently returned from a holiday in South Africa where we visited Table 
Mountains, Robben Island, the Zulu and Boer War battlefields the Kruger National 
Park and finished up flying over the Victoria Falls in a tiny helicopter.’ 
 
Juliet Young (Strange: 1958-65) writes: 
‘I am still enjoying teaching dyslexic children at our local prep school – a fascinating field 
with new ideas and ‘wonder cures’ emerging each month it seems. My four sons have now 
left home and with two grandsons I feel very outnumbered. I seem to have been persuaded to 
serve on a number of committees in our village and have recently taken over as Editor of the 
Parish Magazine from a bit of a dragon who phones me to point out my split infinitives 
and warns me constantly about the punishment for breach of copyright!’ 
Email address: simon@egnarts.freeserve.co.uk 
 
Philippa Young (Cutter: 1951-56) 
Philippa and her husband spent a week in the Lake District in May with their 
daughter, Jane, son-in-law Stephen and granddaughter Ella, who is now four 
and a half. They are very happy that Jane, Stephen and Ella now live close by 
and Philippa and David see a lot of them and look after Ella from time to 
time. 
This autumn they plan to spend a month in Canada and are going to the 
Rockies. They hope to be able to walk to Victoria Glacier from Lake Louise. 
Last time they had gone in May and a great deal of that area was still frozen 
over so it was not possible to walk beyond the path beside the lake. After this 
they will take a different route, going down to Waterton over the US border 
and then returning to Calgary. They plan to go to Toronto see Philippa’s 
sister, Veronica, her daughter and grandchildren, and then visit Ottawa and 
Boston before they fly back to England. 
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Article from The Ensign, New Zealand, April 20 2007 
 
A life full of writing for London-born woman 
by Mandy Bean 
She may have been struggling with a serious illness, but that has not kept 
Paula Dickie from the written word. Mrs Dickie (73) is the author of two 
books, Land of Many Hills – a History of Pukerau and Districts (1982) and A 
History of Croydon Bush (1988). She also edited her husband Alex’s book, A 
History of Croydon Siding (1985) 
A cancer diagnosis in 1991, two years after her husband died, was devastating 
news but the stoic Mrs Dickie “gritted her teeth and got on with life”. Mrs 
Dickie said although she gradually withdrew from her beloved historical and 
genealogist clubs because of the uncertainty of her health, she still helped a 
friend edit a book, contributed to a school’s history book and wrote book 
reviews and obituaries for various New Zealand newspapers. 
Mrs Dickie was born towards the end of the depression years in the United 
Kingdom. Her father was a church vicar in Ealing in West London 
She went to boarding school, and through writing compulsory letters home 
developed a love of writing.  
After she left school, Mrs Dickie worked at a bank and then took a year-long 
secretarial course but it was a meeting in South Africa that was to change her 
life. There she met the Balfour farmer, who would become her husband, who 
whisked her away to farm life in New Zealand. 
Mrs Dickie soon got involved in community life. She was a founding member 
of the Gore and Districts Travel Club and secretary and president of the 
Gore Group of Genealogists and a member of the Gore Historical society. 
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Elizabeth Gaynor and the Rev Peter 
Warland in the Naval College 

Chapel, Greenwich. 

Elizabeth Warland (Mrs Gaynor) SSC 1944-52 
An appreciation by Paula Greatbatch (Mrs Dickie) 

 
How well I remember Lizzy in the family of St Kitts at Taplow. Also her 
mother, Mrs Warland, came to help Miss Humphreys (‘Humbug’) there when 
Lizzy’s father was in the Army (he used to visit sometimes).  
Lizzy was quiet but was very talented musically. She was also artistic (collage 
latterly) and interested in nature.  
At North Foreland I can still visualise Lizzy playing duets on the piano in the 
gym with Miss Dawkins, the music teacher. She often played the hymn in 
Chapel for Evensong. Certainly she had the makings of a professional 
performer and later made her mark at the Royal Academy of Music in 
London from 1953. I met up with her once or twice in London. 
Unfortunately Lizzy’s nerves overtook her public performance after playing 
in Weston-Super-Mare. Living near Winscombe with her Polish husband, 
Stefan, they travelled in Europe on holidays and enjoyed photography. 
However, her health was of concern with many tests and watching of diet, 
and in 2005 her condition weakened considerably. She was concerned for the 
health of her husband, Stefan. 
We used to correspond and reminisce across the miles with a telephone chat 
in 1993 when I was staying with Pat Mackelden (Weston) near Maidstone in 
Kent. It was with sorrow I read of Lizzy’s death in February 2006 in the 
OSSS Newsletter. 
She had been taken into hospital with a 
compression fracture of her back and, in January, 
moved to a Nursing Home. Her husband, Stefan, 
had a severe stroke soon after Lizzy went into 
hospital and died ten days after her.  
Bridget Hayward (Mrs Kitchen) went to Lizzy’s 
funeral. Both she and Rossy Martin will have their 
memories of a long same-form friendship. 
Lizzy’s twin brother, Peter Warland, is a retired 
Chaplain in the Royal Navy, living near Plymouth.  
Coincidentally, a former Vicar of mine in Gore, 
New Zealand, remembered Peter when I showed him the photograph taken 
in Greenwich College Chapel and sent by Lizzy. He was in the Royal Navy 
before he was ordained and came out to New Zealand. 
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Letter from Ginni Wincott to parents – Summer 1966 

 
SSC, Saturday evening. In Bed 
Darling Mummy and Daddy, 
Thank you so much for your lovely letter. I told you on my postcard that I 
was in a single dorm, didn’t I? Well I have brightened it up a bit, because I 
only had one hook and I hung Scott Engel (the dreamy long-haired one I had 
last holidays*) on that of course. Anyway I stuck a couple of pins in the wall 
while Humbug wasn’t looking and hung some other more legal pictures up. 
So it is nicer now. Also I am bang opposite the blocks (loos) and also my 
bathroom so it is very handy. Also on bottom landing so no Humbug 
prowling around too much, and S & P [Susi Phillips and Susan Packard] are 
within distance. The only snag is that Melly [Melanie Maugham] and Patience 
[Parish] wake up at about 6 in the morning and charge up and down the 
passage having hysterics! 
Now be prepared for a great blow which neither you or I (sic) were 
expecting... I have, for some unknown reason, been made a sub-prefect. This 
is not as grand as it sounds, however, as the main tasks are sorting out 
people’s smelly laundry and lining the route which means telling stupid 
juniors not to giggle and then having mild hysterics when Packard, from her 
place in line, makes awful faces. The other people who were made subs are 
Ali [Harbud], Susanne [Harding], Patience [Parish] and Caroline Pope, if that 
means anything to you. Everyone teases us but its not too bad. 
We are working now ugh and I am trying to become organised. Its terrible 
hard to concentrate because its lovely sunny weather and quite hot, anyway 
everyone was outside today playing tennis etc. Packard and I did go down 
into the town but did not stay for tea. We had super soft ice creams dipped in 
choclate (sic), and the candy floss people are at work again, also the glass 
blower and all the cheap sweet shops, amusement arcades etc. In other words 
Broadstairs is reving (sic) up to its holiday pitch (hem hem.) 
Cannot think of anything more to say, may or may not ring you up 
tomorrow. If I don’t, have a lovely time in Germany but don’t eat too many 
liverwurst or whatever... See you soon I hope. Send me plenty of postcards. 
Think of me with my snout to the grindstone. Lots and lots of love – your 
loving pot-bellied South Vienese pig (?) XXXX OOOO XXXX OOOO 
XXXX OOOO 
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 Note: *The meaning of ‘have’ has obviously changed over the years! Also the rule about 
its and it’s had not been absorbed from English grammar lessons... And the Vietnamese 
pot-bellied pig must have been fairly new to my vocab – it was a family joke that I was 
really a piglet. Searle and Atkinson’s ‘Molesworth’ books were a seminal influence at this 
age, thus ‘hem hem’. This must have been our ‘O’ level summer, hence the hard work. 
 
 

���� Programme extract  ���� 
Upper V Variety Concert in aid of the Swimming Pool Fund (1954) 

(This included a play written by Anne Hull for the Upper V – which was, they thought, a 
hilarious skit on Hamlet and Macbeth, with lots of topical asides and a heap of bodies on 
the stage at the end.) 
 

HAMBETH or AS YOU LIKE IT 
(Cast in order of appearance) 

Chorus .......................................................................................................J. Newing 
Hamlet ........................................................................................................F Fearon 
Horatio ...................................................................................................C. Bicknell 
Witches ........................................................................ J.Muller, S. Porter, H. Tull 
King ............................................................................................................J Bowley 
Margate Ex-Beauty Queen ....................................................................... J Secker 
Belinda (Ice Cream Parlour Maid) ............................................G. Harmsworth 
Ophelia (A St. Stephenite) ....................................................................G. Powell 
Grave Diggers ...............................................................P. Thorne and A. Briggs 
Belinda’s Mother .................................................................................... S Harding 
The action takes place in 2000 A.D. when fashions in clothes have changed somewhat 
from those of today. 
Prologue 
Scene I The Pier, Broadstairs 
Scene II A dark and extensive Games’ field 
Scene III  Drawing room in Palace (Broadstairs) of 

Margate Ex-Beauty Queen and 2nd 
husband 

Scene IV The Pier, Broadstairs 
Scene V Cemetery near Broadstairs 
Scene VI King’s Chamber in Palace 
Scene VII Field near Palace 
Scene VIII  Belinda’s room in Ice Cream Parlour 
Scene IX The Pier, Broadstairs 
Epilogue 
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Part of SSC Prospectus, c 1950
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R.I.P. 
 
 
 
Susan Menin 
(Mrs Johnston-Smith) 

SSC 1945-51 
Died 2001 

 
Marilyn Watson 
(Mrs Cox) 

 
SSC 1946-52 
Died 2006 

 
Margaret Brown 
 

 
SSC 1934-39 
Died 2005 
Philippa Saunders (Tlatoff) remembers 
Margaret as one of the cleverer girls in 1939. 
There was no money for university for her 
but she got a good job during the war 
working for Kenneth Clark at the National 
Gallery. Philippa was friendly with her for a 
great many years but then lost touch. Through 
a cousin, she heard that Margaret worked for 
Anthony Blunt on the King’s pictures after 
the war. 

 
Joan Sturgess 
(Mrs Marberry) 
 

 
SSC 1941-49 
Died 4th February, 2007 
Her sister Anne writes: 
‘We came to England from Chile in 1931 and 
I think that Joan was at SSC from 1941 or 42 
until possibly 1948 when the family moved to 
California where Joan settled and married and 
had three children. She suffered from tongue 
and throat cancer for many years and I now 
know the meaning of 'a brave fight'. ‘ 

 


