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EDITORIAL 
 

July 2006 
 

 
 
We hope you enjoy the latest edition of the OSSS Newsletter. We’d like to 
thank everyone who sent in news and old photographs of SSC. The picture 
of Miss Parlby we included last year seemed to have made quite an impact on 
those who remembered her. One person commented wryly that she had not 
been a person to mess with.  
 
This year started sadly with Jenny Balston’s death on 24th January. She had 
worked tirelessly for the OSSS for many years as Secretary, editing the 
Annual Newsletter and writing the definitive history of the school, The Story of 
St Stephen’s College. Many Old Girls were able to attend her funeral in 
Ulcombe and found it a very moving experience.  The Newsletter includes a 
page of tributes to Jenny from letters written to Sue, indicating how much 
she was loved by all the people who knew her.  
 
Shortly before she died, Jenny wrote a book describing her experiences as an 
undergraduate at Edinburgh University in the 1960s. This has now been 
published by the University and will be distributed to recipients of a 
scholarship that a legacy from Jenny has helped to establish. Please get in 
touch with Sue Balston if you would like more information. 
 
This year’s AGM and Reunion will be held in London on Saturday, 
September 30th from 12 noon to 4 pm at St Peter’s Eaton Square, only a few 
minutes walk from Victoria mainline, bus and underground stations.  If you 
would like to come, please fill in and return the enclosed slip so we know 
how many to cater for. So far we have about fifteen people planning to 
attend and we hope many more will come along. It should be a very 
enjoyable occasion. 
 
With every good wish 
 
Veronica Colin (née Parsons) 
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The Priory, Begbroke 

 

 
 
Community News 
There have been two deaths since Christmas. Sr Esther Mary CRJBS died, 
aged 96, on 5th January and Sr Moira CSJB died, aged 94, on February 28th. 
 Sr Moira had lived with Clewer Sisters since she was 17 years old and could 
remember all the sisters now alive as postulants and novices. The Community 
all have many precious memories of her and a fund of stories. One of the 
community treasures is a tape of memories of her early life in community. 
 
The Harriet Monsell Centre is in regular use by groups, including the 
diocesan training group, STEM, and a course for those who feel called to the 
ministry of spiritual direction. The centre is being used frequently for parish 
quiet days and training days. Drop In Days are now being held for the first 
time since the sisters left Clewer. 
 
Commemoration this summer was celebrated on 28th June with the 
Venerable David Gunn-Johnson, Archdeacon of Barnstable, as guest 
preacher.  
 
Sr Anne was invited to preach at St Mary Magdalene and St Giles churches in 
Oxford on Homelessness Sunday in January. Sisters were also able to go to 
the blessing of Dom Simon Jarrett OSB as the Conventual Prior of Elmore 
Abbey. The Right Reverend Dominic Walker, Bishop of Monmouth presided 
and gave the blessing.  
 
A particularly moving occasion was the Bishop of Oxford’s final Eucharist in 
Christ Church Cathedral during Holy Week, before his retirement in June. 
Bishop Richard had been the Bishop Visitor of CSJB since he came into the 
diocese nineteen years earlier and the community will miss him. 
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Sr Ann Verena was recently elected to the Advisory Council for the Relations 
of Bishops and Religious Communities. This rather strangely titled group 
which sounds as if a Bishop’s aunt or granny might be a subject for 
discussion on the agenda, is a body of Anglican Communities and Bishops 
who discuss items of importance to both. 
 
The Community have been enjoying the lovely summer weather - but of 
course this has made more work for gardeners. With a hosepipe ban in force, 
the Priory has invested in a large number of water butts to collect the rain 
when it eventually comes. The garden is looking very pretty and over £50 was 
raised from the sale of plants on Commemoration Day. 

Community website: http://www.gjm61.dial.pipex.com/ 
 

Christa Sevika Sangha 
(Handmaids of Christ) 

Bangladesh 
The Community was founded in 1970 and was under the care of the 
Sisterhood of the Epiphany until 1986, when its own Constitution was passed 
and Sister Susila SE was elected as Superior. The Sevikas supervise girls’ 
hostels and a play centre for small children. They also help in St Gabriel’s 
School and supervise St Mary’s Home in Barisal.  
 
The OSSS annual donation to the Oxford Mission has been earmarked for 
the scholarship fund in Barisal and Jobarpar which is operated by Mother 
Susila. 
 
One Hundred Years at Jobarpar 
February 5th 2006 was a special day, celebrating one hundred years of the 
Church and Mission at Jobarpar.  
 
Mother Susila described the day: 
‘All the services were in the pandal (large canopy covering nearly everyone). There were 
benches by the side for those who could not sit on the floor. The majority sat on the mats - 
including the Bishop when he was not standing to preach. 
There was enough food for all and nothing was wasted. One man had three helpings of rice! 
The crowd was great as there were many denominations present, and also our Hindu and 
Muslim friends. 
It was an occasion that brought many people together. It was a great joy for all who came, 
plenty of work for all the locals and an unforgettable occasion for everyone.’ 
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Tributes to Jenny Balston 

 
I can remember you both so clearly as little girls in the garden at St Kitts 
playing those endless games of Horsey! And then Jenny being so naughty and 
always in trouble. She was great fun, and so full of life. I can’t remember how 
many doubles she got but she must have been working her way into the 
record books! I also remember her great love for reading, which clearly lasted 
her a lifetime – and what an achievement to have written a book – she must 
have been very pleased. 
Jenny did so much for the OSSS and it was good to see her at reunions. 
She has kept the OSSS going for so long, and I think her work on her book 
was truly magnificent. What a lasting tribute to her memory, knowing that so 
many people have read and enjoyed it. 
Jenny will be greatly missed by members of the OSSS. She worked so hard on 
our behalf. My daughter is particularly grateful to Jenny for organising the 
distribution of the Popham Legacy. 
I particularly have such happy memories of you both at SSC, with Jenny 
leading us into Gym Assembly. It was lovely to meet up again at the Old 
Girls’ gatherings, which, without Jenny, are not going to be the same. 
I have many happy memories of sharing a dorm with you both at St Kitts and 
will remember Jenny with much love. 
We, the OSSS, owe so much to Jenny who worked tirelessly for our 
Association for many years, and of course was responsible for the publication 
of our wonderful book. She is now at peace and probably hobnobbing with 
some of the Sisters we all knew so well! 
Everyone from St Stephen’s will miss her greatly. How wonderful she has 
been keeping us all in touch – her contribution to SSC was immense. 
I was privileged to attend Jenny Balston’s funeral. The packed church was a 
tribute to her many and diverse interests and showed she was loved by so 
many. What a sad loss.  
I will miss Jenny very much. I admired her enormously – she was so talented 
and yet self-effacing. She did a wonderful job as OSSS Secretary and leaves a 
very great legacy in her book on the history of SSC. I hope you will take 
comfort in the knowledge that Jenny was loved and admired by so many. 
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Old Girls’ News 

July 2006
 

(Married names and SSC dates given in brackets. We also give the email addresses of those 
who have used this method to contact us.) 
 
Sue Balston (1957-64) wrote to say how greatly she valued the Old Girls’ 
support at the time of Jenny’s death, in particular from her friends in 
Broadstairs, Patsy Rogers and June Binfield. She was very appreciative of all 
the lovely letters she received and wanted to thank everyone who managed to 
come to Jenny’s service at Ulcombe.  
Sue has now sold her house in Broadstairs and has moved to Tenterden to be 
nearer family and old friends. Her new address is on the inside front cover of 
the Newsletter. 
 
Margaret Batten (Manuel: 1947-54) contacted us from Canada. She was a 
contemporary of Penny Salter (Croft) and Valerie King (Ledger) and sent 
us the school photograph taken, she thinks, in 1949.  She remembers being 
fed up because the girls in the front row were being constantly reprimanded 
for not sitting still. 
email: manuelm2@staff.ednet.ns.ca 
 
Philippa Bowley (Hamlyn: 1956-64) wrote to say how much she was 
enjoying being a granny to Thomas and Victoria. She was looking forward to 
Alison Keenlyside’s daughter’s wedding in August and Val Doble’s son’s 
wedding in July. Her own daughter is currently on a gap year before starting 
at Bristol University in October. 
 
Jayne Buckley (King: 1957-67) discovered the SSC website and emailed us 
from New Zealand. She was at the school when the nuns withdrew from 
teaching and Miss Lowe became headmistress.  
We sent her a copy of the 2005 Newsletter which brought back a flood of 
memories. Heather Ingram (Bowyer) had been her school mother and 
mentor and was remembered with affection for her care and kindness. Jayne 
went on to become what she termed one of the ‘stirrers and shakers’ at the 
school and remembers breaking every rule there was to break. She lived in St 
Kitts before they sold it and hated walking through the tunnel that connected 
it with the main school. 
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Jayne has been living in New Zealand since 1968, spending three years back 
in the UK in the early seventies.  
Email: gilbere@xtra.co.nz 
 
Angela Buckwell (Bollen: 1947-53) was finding widowhood hard to get used 
to. ‘But being an only child and having been married to a naval officer helps a bit, I 
suspect. I’m called upon to baby sit during the inevitable crises that occur when both parents 
have jobs. My daughters assume that because they survived under my care, their respective 
offspring will too; my sons- in-law needed more convincing.  Rosa (1½) took her first free 
steps from Karen to me on Christmas Day when I was too lazy to stretch out my arms to 
catch her – the look of horror on her face when she saw how far away her mother was had 
to seen to be believed! 
Merlijn, at 16 months gurgled with delight when we followed the path Rembrandt used to 
take along the Amstel river on Sundays to make his famous etchings, and he saw crows 
chasing and pecking at the chestnut tree petals as they fluttered down. He himself blew his 
first dandelion clock. 
Paula escorted me on a holiday in the Algarve last autumn. I had no idea there was so 
much of historical interest to see as well as relaxing in an apartment organised by the Royal 
Society for Honourably Discharged Officers – the Dutch call a spade a spade!’ 
 
Barbara Butler (Scerri: 1950-58) writes from Malta with news of her family.  
She is still working but her husband, Godwin, is semi-retired. Fiona, their 
elder daughter, is married, and Eleanor, the younger, is about to be. Both 
daughters now live in the UK – Eleanor is getting her ideas together for a 
PhD in Archaeology, hopefully to start in January. 
Barbara enjoys catching up with the news in the newsletters but regrets that 
the travel distance and a full-time job means that she cannot manage to get to 
Reunions. 
Email: barbara@inia.org.mt or theedenfoundation@maltanet.net  
 
Joan Canning (Hughes: 1934-41) looked back on 2005 as a very special year. 
She was awarded an MBE in the New Years’ Honours List, for ‘services to 
health and to the community’ so in due course there was a trip to 
Buckingham Palace for the investiture, accompanied by two daughters and 
the senior grandson. In addition her younger daughter, Gay, was appointed to 
the Derbyshire Bench and so is the fourth Justice in the family in direct line. 
Everyone drives very carefully….! 
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Rebecca Davey (1964-68)  
Rebecca left the winter sunshine of Australia for a quick visit to family in 
England during December and early January 2005, and couldn’t believe that 
she used to be able to put up with the cold weather. She made contact with 
Mona Haroun last year, who also lives in Melbourne, but with busy 
schedules, they haven’t yet managed to meet.  
 
Marianne Du Sautoy (1964-71) is finding life in Kent very rewarding. 
‘It is now sixteen months since I moved to Canterbury from London and I don’t regret it 
for one moment. I am working full-time at the University of Kent for one of the Pro-Vice-
Chancellors and greatly enjoying it. It makes a welcome change from the rough and tumble 
of the commercial world! I’ve become very involved in village life in Littlebourne through the 
church and WI and am even a Governor of the village C of E Primary School. I’m very 
lucky to have landed in such a friendly and welcoming village.  
 
Jeanette Fossett (Oliver: 1936-42) held a small lunch party at her home in 
July 2005 for Jean Milne (Gosse) who was over from Vancouver. The party 
included Maureen Spanton (Humphreys), Anne Sturgess (Foster), Jane 
Thompson (Brown) and Chris Pugh (Barr). It was a very pleasant occasion 
and they all had a lot to talk about! 
 
Paula Greatbatch (Dickie: 1944-51) During 2005, Paula made a start on 
sorting through decades of letters, papers and photos and going through 
many letters received by her husband, many of which she intends to donate 
to the Gore Museum. She also noted that decisions would need to be made 
on their respective libraries of books. A number of her father’s books were 
brought out to New Zealand and as well as her mother’s Mrs Beeton’s 
Household Management. Her own three local history books are still in demand. 
Paula lent a copy of her last book to the temporary museum set up to 
commemorate the centenary of her local department store, H & J Smith (it 
mentions the Smith family) and received a beautiful presentation pen as a 
thank you. She plans to attend an Open Day for Genealogists during 2006. 
Although Paula’s health has limited her social life and requires her to stay 
quietly at home, she writes about her determination to keep going, even at a 
slow pace and retain her independence for as long as possible. 
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Heather Harries (Harrison: 1958-64) 
Heather and her husband, Mark, are still farming in North Norfolk and have 
two sons with them in the business. Her eldest son, Matthew, is married with 
two small children (Joseph and Rebecca) and Philip, her other son, is in a 
long term relationship. Her daughter, Joanna, was married last November 
and has come back to Norfolk to live, much to Heather’s delight. 
She gave news of her two sisters: Anne still lives at Honingham but is now 
widowed, and her younger sister, Sarah, remarried in September and lives in 
Devon.  
 
Bridget Hayward (Kitchen: 1947-51) 
Bridget wrote with the sad news of the death of Elizabeth Warland 
(Gaynor) in February this year. 
   
Veronica James (Watts: 1957-62) moved to Dorking in Surrey in January 
2006 and has settled in very happily. She is very near to her mother and both 
her sisters so they can see more of each other.  
‘I have joined an orchestra in Dorking and still play in the Croydon Symphony Orchestra. 
Chris and I have joined the church choir and we are still carrying on with our bell-ringing 
here. Dorking is a lovely place with beautiful scenery all around. We have fantastic views 
from the front of our house and lots of different birds visiting our garden. Our neighbours 
are very friendly and we actually live next door to a piano tuner – very convenient!’ 
 
Alison Keenlyside (Prall: 1957-62)  
Alison’s daughter, Gemma, is getting married this year to Tim, who she met 
at St Andrews. Alison is making the five bridesmaids’ dresses (with a lot of 
help from Claudia, of course), which she thinks would have amazed Mrs. 
Hobbes. After the wedding, Alison and Bill will resume the sailing, still with 
the idea of crossing the Atlantic.  
‘We had a poignant reunion at Jenny’s funeral, at which were played hymns that I hadn’t 
sung since school.’ 
 
Celia Kitton (Kemp: 1953-56) is very happy to have one son and family back 
in Australia. She hopes this will be permanent as they have purchased a farm 
in north east Victoria.  Andrew and Sophie, with Tom and Jess, left Vietnam 
last year and have just settled into a very new life on the farm! 
Tim and Carolina with their two, Milla and Noa, have left Australia and 
returned to Chile, so Celia and her husband are planning another trip there in 
the next year or so to see them all. 
Email address: cmike@idx.com.au 
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Ann Kitton: (Riches: 1940-46) Ann wrote with news of the death of her 
sister, Margaret De Vere White, in July 2005. She had been living in 
Switzerland for many years and had been in poor health for a very long time. 
Her care at the end was not good but luckily Anne and her daughter were 
able to be with her.  There had been lots of problems settling Margaret’s 
affairs and it had not been easy having to do everything in French.  
Ann is still is kept very busy in the NHS in spite of being 77!  
 
Angela Maidment (Keeley: 1954-61) 
Angela and her husband spent a few days in Kent this spring and met up with 
Sue Balston in Broadstairs who showed them round. ‘It was a lovely afternoon 
and we walked all round the cliff walks and old haunts in the sunshine.’ 
 
Veronica Parsons (Colin: 1952-58) writes: 
‘I’m still working full-time as a freelance technical author and copywriter which is good fun 
and sometimes extremely challenging. My husband Andrew has given up commercial work 
but is teaching two university courses and is also studying for an Open University Maths 
degree. It does mean that we have the flexibility to look after our elder daughter’s children 
(and hamster) when needed. Theo and Frances are now eight and five and met their older 
Australian cousins (14 and 12) this summer for the first time when my son brought his 
family on a visit to Scotland 
We really enjoy living in Glasgow – wonderful mountains to walk in only a short distance 
away and lots of cultural events in the city, such as opera, ballet and concerts. 
Andrew celebrated his 70th birthday this summer and a party climbed up to the top of 
Stob Binnein (1214 m) and drank champagne - guess who had to carry the bottle. We are 
now getting into training for a walk around Mont Blanc later in the summer with another 
couple who are younger and fitter than us.’ 
 
Christine Pugh (Barr: 1937-42) writes with news of her grandchildren who 
have ‘suddenly grown up’. Philip is having a year’s business experience in 
Mexico after his time at Leeds University, Robert has been doing his A-levels 
at Eastbourne College, Simon is at Durham and rowing for the university and 
Sasha is at university in New York. Christine flew to Boston in May for her 
granddaughter’s graduation. 
Christine sees Jane Brown (nee Thompson) and Ann Foster (nee Sturgess) 
quite frequently. Ann and her husband visited at the New Year and was very 
pleased to meet up with Christine’s sister, Anna Pugh, who was at 
Broadstairs. 
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Sue Russell (Lady Fenn: 1948-54) spent four weeks travelling with her 
husband in Cambodia and Burma earlier this year. 
‘Angkor was magnificent and the Cambodians are striving to rebuild, with difficulty, their 
country after the destruction of Pol Pot and the Khmer Rouge. Burma is even poorer and 
there is no sign of the cruel junta losing its grip, but the people are as warm and welcoming 
as ever and we two had a fantastic visit looking up old friends and visiting places out of 
bounds when we lived there.’ 
 
Sheila Salmon (Morgan: 1957-61) described a memorable holiday she and 
her husband enjoyed in 2005 – a cruise to the Eastern Mediterranean and the 
Black Sea which enabled them to visit places they never thought they would 
see.  
‘Everything the guide books tell you about Istanbul is true, but more so, and we touched 
modern history in Yalta. We have booked another cruise for this October to the Adriatic.  
We really have got the cruising bug!’ 
They spent a week in May in Cornwall, visiting the Eden Project and carrying 
out some family tree research. Sheila’s husband, Jim, still enjoys repairing old 
planes at Duxford. 
 
Isobel Thomas (Bazire: 1940-47) wrote about her husband’s journey of a 
lifetime. He returned to China after 60 years to celebrate liberation from 
internment in the city of Weifang, courtesy of the Chinese Government. He 
and several old school friends were treated as celebrities for three days, and 
the whole trip was most memorable and nostalgic. 
 
Lydia Wacher (Hoare: 1949-56) Lydia now has three grandchildren in South 
Africa (8, 6 and 4) and a new granddaughter in Australia, their son’s first child  
Lydia and her husband planned to visit Melbourne at the end of March, via 
South Africa, and meet the new arrival who will be nearly four months by 
then. 
 
Ginni Wincott (Darbyshire: 1962-66) writes from Yorkshire: 
‘We've now been in Beverley for nearly four years. It is a good place to live, but I still miss 
our old village and friends. Our daughters have settled in very well, and enjoy their all girls 
local comprehensive. Our eldest, Laura, is just about to take GCSEs, and her younger 
sister has just done KS3 SATS. My husband, Tom, is always extremely busy and 
pressurised being a secondary Head teacher. I am still working for the School Library 
Service part-time. Sadly, my Mum died two years ago aged 96; we all miss her. We see 
Tom's Mum quite regularly, as she lives in Leeds. She is over 80 now. I don't see as much 
of my family as I would like, as they are mainly London based, but  
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we have a family wedding coming up soon where we can do some catching up. Tom and I 
will be celebrating 30 years of married life this year! We are not quite sure how yet. We are 
always away for our anniversary, because of school holidays. This year we're returning to 
Brittany, where we've enjoyed many family holidays, as we feel there won't be too many 
more of these, with the girls growing up. Last year we had a fabulous holiday in Italy, part 
of which was spent staying with an old university friend and her (extended) family in the far 
South. In spite of extremely hot weather and vicious mosquitoes, we had a marvellous time 
and are longing to return as soon as decently possible. 
I am planning to attend the reunion this September, hopefully with Susi Phillips 
(Proffit), so if anyone else from our form reads this, do consider coming too!’ 
Email address: ginni@tesco.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

New Website address 
 

Please note that the SSC website has now moved to: 
 

http://www.ststephensbroadstairs.org.uk/ 
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R.I.P. 
 
 
 
Jenny Balston      SSC 1957-64 

Died 24th January 2006 
 

Jean Harradine      SSC 1934-37 
Died March 2004 
 

Meriel Annette Jeffreys (Mrs Easton)  SSC 1934-41 
Died 15th November 2005 
 

Margaret Kitton (Mrs De Vere White) SSC 1940-47 
       Died 22nd July 2005 
 
Elizabeth Warland (Mrs Gaynor)  SSC 1944-52 

Died 4th February 2006 
 
 
 

 
 


